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LATRST MAIL DATES. 





in England, from China, 
18) Received th Dee 








BIRTHS. | 


on the 10th instant, Mre, 





At Shanghai, 
Cowzz, of a son. 

At Chefoo, on the 10th January last, the 
wife of Epuoxp Coustxs, of a son. 


DEATH. 


At Hongkong, on the 3let ult., Epwarp 
‘Tosts, of typhoid fever. 


PASSENGERS. 





str. Glenorchy, from Lond i 

Lewis, Messrs. Hertzmann and Williamson. 
Per atr. Ava, from Naples—Miss Ellon 
Malivao. From’ Hongkong—Mrs, Thornton, 
‘Mrs, Mariotti, and Measre. Herken, J. 

nd A. Pi 

Kiangchi) 

















and Mre. Boone and child, From Chinkiang— 
Messra, Davenport, Paterson, Pugh aud 
Nathan, 


Leavixo, 
Yangtse, for Marseilles—Messrs. 
H. Duval, L. Siseiey, G. 

n, I. Pet 











For Hongkong—Mei 
. Forbes, and J. R. Bromley. 
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{| Chinese Literati. 


‘Tae publication of the North-China Herald 
and Supreme Court & Consular Gazette 
commenced at 5.00 P.1. 
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SHANGHAI, THURSDAY, FEB. 14, 1878, 





RETROSPECT OF 1817, 

Foreign Relations, ‘Tho year hos beon an 
uneventful one as regards foreign ree 
lations with China ; the only noteworthy 
incidents being the gradual carrying into 
effect of the Chefoo Convention, His 
Excellency Kwoh Sung-tao arrived in 
England in the course of January, and 
had an early audience of the Queen to 
present the Emperor's letter of apology 
for the Yiinnan outrage. More recently 
we hear that be has presented bis cre- 
dentials as resident Ambassador, He has 
travelled and seen much since he left 
China, and to judge from the specimens 
which have been made public of his 
comments on men and things, his ex- 
perience has not been thrown away, 
Kwoh is said to have been instructed, 
when he left Peking, to keep a journal 
for transmission to the Tsung-li Yamén ; 
and the first section of this was sent out 
in the spring, and printed for circulation 
in the provinces. But a Censor is said 
to have stepped in with a remonstrance 
that the whole tendency of the pamphlet 
was to exalt foreign nations at the ex- 
pense of China ; and to have procured its 
seclusion: The incident is a compliment 
to Kwoh’s honesty, and a further 
confirmation, if such were wanted, of the 
wilful conceit aud blindness of the 
It is regrettable that 
the Tsung-li Yamén should have yielded 
to the pressure; but the leaven must 
work, notwithstanding their opposi- 
tion, ‘The truths which Kwoh has told, 
and the facts which he and his suite will 
have to relate on their return, must 
influence the minds of his countrymen 
in their own despite, and influence them 
more stongly than the persuasion of 
foreigners, because they cannot be ac- 
cused as interested. 

‘The Chinese have carried out their 
share of the Convention, by opening the 
four new ports of Ichang, Wubu, Wén- 
chow and Pakhoi, and publishing trad- 
ing regulations for the ports of call on 
the Yang-tsze. Very little disposition, 
however, has been shown by foreigners to 
avail themselves of the new opportunity. 
It was not to be expected that mer- 
chants would rush to the new ports as 
was done at the opening of Tientsin 
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and Hankow. The places now opened 
to foreign trade are of less importance, 
‘and experience has shown that the 
value of the outports is rather as 
affording fresh points of contact than 
as affording remunerative business 
to resident foreign merchants, They 
enable foreign merchandise to be 
laid down nearer the door of the 
consumer, at a cheaper cost therefore 
as regards freight than if they were 
subjected to various transhipments, and 
with a greater certainty of escape from 
lekin taxation in transit than when they 
-are travelling ia native bottoms. But 
instead of buying on the spot from 
foreign merchants, the native dealers 
are tending more and more to go 
to Shanghai to make their pur- 
chases,” availing themselves only of 
‘the machinery of steamer transport to 
lay down their goods at their own place 
of trade. Still, even taking all these 
circumstances into consideration, it must 
be admitted that the opening of the new 
ports has fallen remarkably flat. It 
might have been expected that two or 
three foreign houses would have been at 
once established, at each of the three 
new ports in which Shanghai is interested; 
ut Wenchow seems, as yet, to be the 
ouly place at which the experiment has 
been made. OF Ichang we know as yet 
very little ; its chief value lies probably 
in its being the head—so far at least as 
the present class of steamers is concerned 
—of the navigation of the Yangtze. 
Shase, a little lower down the stream, 
which is made only « port of call, seems 
to be the chief plaice of trade, But we 
may take it for granted that steamer 
agencies will shortly be established at 
Tehang ; and we shall gradually learn 
more about its eapwcities. Wénchow and 
Wuhu, however, seem to be the natural 
outlets for fertile and well-watered 
districts; and might become places of 
considerable trade if foreign energy and 
capital were brought to bear upon their 
development. rly they are not 
places where foreigners can expect to go 
and pick up a business ready-made. 
‘They are not places where those who 
have been unfortunate elsewhere can 
hope to rapidly retrieve their fortunes. 
They are sites of a cousiderable native 
trade; but if this trade is to be developed 
80 as to be of value to foreigners, capital 
wud energy are required, to collect 
produce which used to permeate through 
other channels. Both are natural outlets 
for tea-producing districts; but such teas 
us now find their way to foreign markets 
do so through other channels, to Foochow, 
Ningpo, and Chinkeang. Tn the past } 
year these teas had been already con- 
tracted for, and followed their old routes. 
Tf foreign capital is employed next season, 
they can probably be collected at the 
new emporia ; and will presumably be laid 
down there at a cheaper price, in view 
of the shorter distance to be travelled. | 
‘The opening of Pakhoi is perhaps more | 



























important, happening as it did nearly 
coincideutly with that of Kiungchow in | 
Hainan, and that of Haiphong in Ton- | 
quin, ‘The three ports together afford | 
opportunities for au all round carrying | 
trade which encourage steamers, “and | 
the facilities of carriage thus afforded 
are the best guarantee for the develop- | 
ment of whatever trade the newly-tapped , 
districts mayatford. 


{ af 


Under the clause allowing the British 
Government to send officers to Chung- 
King to investigate the conditions of 
trade in Szechuen, Mr. Baber started 
for that province early in the year, 
and his arrival was signalised by 
the issue of a proclamation explaining 
the circumstances of his visit, and warn- 
ing the people not to behave rudely to 
him nor do him injury, either at’ his 
residence or during his visits outside ; he 
had come for purposes of commerce, had 
no connexion with missionary enterprise, 
and people were therefore not to 
alarmed by his presence. And the in- 
structions seem to have been fully obeyed. 
Whether owing to the proclamation, or 
to Mr. Baber’s own tact, or to the native 

d sense of the Szechuenese, he 
seems to bave travelled far and wide 
in the province without molestation ; 
and Mr. Gill, who accompanied bim on 
his journey, has passed through Yiinuan, 
crossed the frontier at the scene of the 
late outrage, and arrived safely in British 
Burmah. 

But while the major portion of the 
Convention has been thus given practical 
effect, nothing has been done towards 
settling the pointe which were left open 
by that agreement for future decision. 
The British Government has not sanc- 
tioned the new arrangement in regard to 
opium. The Commission has not yet 
been appointed to enquire into the 
Hongkong complaint of interference with 
its trade by the Canton Revenue cruisers ; 
nor, except in the case of Shanghai, has 
the stipulation for the exemption of 
foreign imports from lekin within the 
boundaries of the foreign Settlements, 
been yet given effect. However useful 
in itself, the value of this provision was 
more than neutralised by the unavoidable 
corollary that, if a special provision 
was necessary to prevent lekin being 
collected in the Settlements, the Chinese 
were at liberty to collect it outside of 
them. This inconvenience must of course 
have been patent to Sir Thomas Wade ; 
and the reason why he agreed only, as 
in the caso of opium, “to move” his 
Government to consent to the restriction. 
It is believed, however, that the other 
foreign Ministers demurred to a con- 
cession so obviously retrograde, and this 
is probably one reason why the assent of 
the British Government has been with- 
held also from this stipulation. In the 
meantime, at the instance apparently of 
the German and the United States 
Ministers, the exemption has been put in 
force so far as the Foreign Settlements of 





| Shanghai areconcerned, without prejudice 


to the ulterior claim. The effect of this 
exemption has been good, and is fully 
explained iu the commercial section of 
our Retrospect.—In other respects, re- 
vision of the German treaty, which has 
been under the consideration of M. vou 
Brandt and of the Tsungli Yamén during 
the past year, does not seem to have 
made much progress. 








a Summary of Hews. 





‘The French mail of the 28th December 
arrived Tuesday, by the M.M. str. Ava. 
‘The American mail of the 30th December 
arrived to-day, by the MLB. str. Nagoya 
(aru. 


‘A. mail leaves to-niorrow for Europe, by 
the MM. str. Yangtsé. 


REDTER’S TELEGRAMS. 

(Supplied to the “ N.-C. Daily News.") 

London, 5th February. 

Austria has invited the Powers who 
signed the Treaty of Paris to a conference 
at Vienna, 

‘Most of the Powers have accepted the 
invitation except Russia. 

Roumania opposes a claim which Russia 
has brought forward to Rowmanian 
Bessarabia. 

‘Anew Turkish Ministry has beet formed. 

Greek troops have captured Dhomoko. 

‘Mr. Gladstone, in the House of Commons, 
suggested an address to the Crown assuring 
Her Majesty of the united support of the 
nation, instead of a vote of £6,000,000 
which had been asked for by the Govern- 
meni 

‘Mr. Gathorne Hardy, the Secretary for 
War, insisted upon the necessity for the 


grant. 
() February. 

The Greek army has been ordered to 
stop the invasion of Turkish territory. 

‘The powers have promised to protect the 
northern Greek provinces. 

In accordance with the terms of the 
armistice, the Turks have evacuated tho 
es and fortifications of Constantinople. 
Russian troops have entered the lines. 

There was excitement in the Houso of 
Commons. 

Sir Stafford Northcote in roply to a ques- 
tion partially confirmed tho statement that 
the Russians had advanced. 

‘The death of Pope Pius IX is announced. 

10th February. 

‘The House of Commons has agreed to a 
vote of £6,000,000 asked for by the Govern- 
ment. 

In the House of Commons Sir Stafford 
Northcote, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
stated that in consequence of the terms. of 
the armistice, and in anticipation of possible 
troubles in Constantinople, a portion of the 
Mediterranean squadron had been sent to 
Constantinople for the protection of British 
subjects. 








Lith February. 
Sir Thomas Wade has again be 
pointed Minister to Peking, and 
to China in the autumn, 





‘A meeting of shareholders in the French 
Gas Company was held on the Sth instant. 
‘The accounts showed a not profit on the 
year’s workings of Tis. 6,409, swollen by 
the balance brought forward from last year 
to Tis. 8,877. One quarter of this was 
carried to Reserve; ls. 5,500 appro- 
priated to the payment of a dividend at the 
rate of 11 per cent., and Tis, 1,033 carried 
forward to new account,—A resolution was 
passed in favour of paying the Directors a 
fee of Tis. 10 each for cach meeting, with 
retrospective effect as regards the year 
just closed.—The present Directors retain 
office. Messrs. Vinay and Brandt wero 
re-elected auditors. 

The Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
Report has been issued in Hongkong, 
and particulars have been received by 
telegram. The net profits on the half year 
amount to $539,000. It is proposed to 
carry $350,000 to Reserve, raising this Fund 
to $1,000,000 ; to declare the usual dividend 
of £1 per share, which, at exchange 94 
4s. 6d., will absorb $177,700, leaving $11,300 
to be carried forward to new 

We give, elsewhere, 2 pré : 
teresting. paper read by Mr. Kingsmill at 
thelast meeting of thejAsiatic Society, on 
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“The Commerical and Political relations of in favour of the former. The text of the 

China with the West, in the 2nd century | decision will be found elsewhere. 
B.C.”—Another meeting of members of the | The cable connecting Gutzlaff with 
‘Asiatic Society was held on Tuesday night. | Nagasaki was repaired Tuesday, and com- 
A paper on “ The Climatology of Eastern! munication with Japan, and with Europe 

‘Asia,” by Dr. H. Fritsche, Director of the ' by the Northern Line, restored. 
Imperial Russian Observatory at Peking,! TheStraitsTimesseems, afterall, to be the 
was read ; and also another, by Dr. Mac- happiest in its interpretations of Reuter’s 
gowan, on “The To-ming, an enthralled ; mysteries. We reprint from it, in another 
class of Chihkiang.” {eolumn, version which seems decidedly 
One night last week, the bed-room of | the clearest yet received, of the telegrams of 
Mr. Henderson (of Jardine’s Associated | the 26th and 27th January, which so exer- 
‘Wharves) was entered by a foreigner, who . ‘ised the imagination of Shanghai.—The 
had effected an entrance by breaking a pane , tendency of late telegrams is very warlike. 
of glass in the door. The man turned out | Subscriptions among foreigners in China 
| to the Famine Relief Fund have already 


to be a fireman of the steamer Stentor. | 5 
When brought up at the Police Court to , reached nearly Tis. 8,000.—Ts. 2,500 have 


answer for his proceedings., his defence ; been remitted by wire to the Agra Bank, 
appeared to be—drunkenness. He has ; to the credit of the Fund, in response to 





been committed for trial. 

The 58th performance of the A.D.C. is 
advertised for the 26th instant, when are 
to be presented the comedietta of “A cup of 
tea,” and Sullivan’s operetta of ‘Trial by 
Tury.” 

‘The only point of interest in the Muni 
pal minutes which we publish elsewhere, is 
the order to raise and metal the centre of 
the Sikawei road, for about 200 yards from 
the Bubbling Well road bridge. 

Router announces that Six Thomas Wade 
will return to Peking in the autumn. 

‘Wo print elsewhere a memorial from the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, expressing 
avery curt opinion that the Chefoo Conven- 
tion ought to be ratified. 

Until now, the Chinese Custom House 


has collected on “Jute” (Pf JPR, 2 HR) | 


the same export duty as was fixed by 
Treaty for Hemp, viz., 3 mace 5 candareens 
per 100 catties. We are now informed 





| the telegram sent a fortnight ago to London, 
asking for subscriptions. 

A Naval Court was held at Amoy on the 
15th January, to enquire into the loss of 
the bark Novelty. The Court blamed the 
master for not throwing out a second anchor 
atonce when the first was lost ; but in con- 
| sideration of his having stayed by the ship 
' so long as there was a chance of saving her, 
| returned his certificate. 

The Calcutta Englishman says “an 
Opium Company has been established at 
Lisbon, called the ‘Mozambique Opium 
| Cultivating and Trading Company.’ From 
this it would appear that Portugal wishes 
to become the protector of free trade in 
opium, with the intention of competing with 
the opium-producing districts of India, 
The promoter of the Lisbon Company is 
Senhor Ignacio Jose de Paiva Raposo, who 
receives 50,000 acres of open unappropri- 
| ated and cultivated land belonging to the 
state in Mozambique, and has preference in 








that the German Minister at Peking and | the choice of ‘such lands as are suitable 
the Tsungli Yamén havo reduced the duty | for the cultivation of the poppy plant,’ and 
on Jute to 2 mace per 100 catties. J also ‘the exclusive right for twelve years 

Thore was a good deal of talk two years | to export opium free of duty through all 
ago of starting a Rink in Shanghai, and the custom-houses of the province.’ The 
a beginning was even made towards | company has been formed with a capital of 
getting up a Company for the purpose. | £178,000, in shares of £22 5s. each. A 
Tt was, however, found difficult to com- | number of the opium cultivators, who were 





plete the list, and the idea fell through. 
It has now been revived in a more prac! 
cable form. ‘The large room of the Masonic 
Hall has been tried and found suitable ; 
and on Saturday afternoon a number of 
ladies and gentlemen gathered there for the 
first Rinking Party in Shanghai. ‘There 
were exports and in-experts ; there were 
the graceful movements, and the awkward 
tumbles which usually characterise such 
proceedings. But the verdict on the whole 
was that it was great fun and a great 
success ; and that it should be repeated at 
least once a week during the cool weather. 


We invite attention to the sketch given! 


in our Foochow news of what is being done 
to improve the channel of the Min. Are 
the authorities of this Province so con- 
stituted that it is impossible to induce 
them to do something for the Hwangpoo? 
Is Shén Pao-chén bent on closing the river 
as well as the railroad? One would think 





taken from India to Mozambique by the 
promoters of the last Company, returned to 
Calcutta by the last mail. ‘They describe 
the land taken up by the Company at 
Mozambique as well adapted for opium 
‘cultivation, and say that very large out- 
| turns may be expected.”—So that, as the 
| China Mail remarks, there appears to be 
a strong probability that if the British Gov- 
Ferment should be foolish enough at any 
fature time to stop the Indian Opium Trade, 
the supply of that drug to the Chinese 
| would be undertaken under other auspices. 
| _ As the question is one which sometimes 
arrises in conversation, it may be worth 
noting that Lord Beaconstield completed his 
| seventy-second year on 20th December, 
j having been born on 20th December, 1805 ; 
and Mr. Gladstone reached his sixty-cighth 
| year on 29th December, having been born 
| on 29th December, 1809. 
‘The Peking Gazette of the 6th January 
contains a memorial from Li Hung-chang, 








the words of the Fohkien authorities, who | reporting the success which has attended 
say they are as much interested in con-| the efforts made in the Southern provinces 
serving the channel of the river as| and in Hongkong, Singapore, Annam and 
foreigners are, should be applicable at | Siam, to raise subscriptions on behalf of 
Shanghai as well as at Foochow. the famine-stricken inhabitants of Shanse. 

Judgment was delivered Tuesday, in| The Gazette of the Gth January records 
the Frolic and Dragon collision case,|a sentence of fitting severity against an 





officer named Chao Wen-kao, who has 
evidently beaten and kicked a man to death 
at a place called Icheng, in this provinee. 
‘The quaint part of the affair is the way 
the Governor “puts it.” ‘The victim, it is, 
alleged, interfered with the musicians 
during a procession, whereupon the officer 
incriminated and another came up and 
struck him repeatedly with their whips 
until, “yielding to the entreaties of the 
musicians, they let him go ; but as he stumbled. 
away his trowsers caught the point of Chao 
Wen-kao’s boot, and Chao, raising his foot 
unintentionally, gave him a hiek—which 
must have been pretty severe, as he died 
the next day from the injuries received. Itis 
evidently a case of cruel maltreatment, and 
the officer is sentenced to death for homi- 
cide. But why, in dealing out severe and 
fitting punishment, should the Governor 
think it necessary to give such a ridiculous 
description of the offence? 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 8th January 
contains a joint memorial from the Gov- 
ernor of Shansi and the Famine Commis- 
sioner, reiterating a request for the appro- 
priation of 60,000 piculs of the grain tribute 
prospectively due from Kiangsu and Hupeh 
during the ensuing year, for the relief of 
the starving people. Upwards of 80 dis- 
tricts are declared to be famine-stricken, 
and_some 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 of the 
population are dependent upon public 
assistance. The request was first pre- 
ferred in November last, but refused on 
the ground “that the supply of grain to 
furnish the proper quota for the granaries 
of the capital is of paramount importance.’ 
‘The memorialists however submit, undor 
pressure of overpowering necessity, an 
entreaty for reconsideration of this decree. 
‘Thousands are said to be dying daily, and 
there has been no response whatever to the 
invitations to private merchants to come 
forward and bring supplies. “The means 
of the wealthiest inhabitants of the province 
have been drained by the calamity experi- 
enced for the last three years, and for 
hundreds of li at a.stretch the entire popu- 
lation is dependent on official aid.”—The 
request is, this time, granted. 

Our Tiex7stN correspondent reports that 
the two officials in charge of the Relief 
Yard lately burnt.have beon degraded, and 
incapacitated from ever again holding office. 

‘On another page we print a report of 
the Amoy race-meeting, kindly forwarded 
to us by a correspondent. It has been 
rather long in reaching us, through an 
accidental miscarriage ; but it is still 
“news,” the names only of the winning 
ponies having yet been made public. We 
have already heard of the festivities of 
which the meeting was made occasion ; and 
how Hongkong won the Cricket match by 
nine wickets, and likewise beat the Amoyites 
at Billiards and Bowls, while Amoy won 
the match at Rackets. 

‘The Daily Press says Maxwa has been 
indulging in three days’ festivities, the 
occasion being the commencement of new 
works for the supply of water to the town, 
and also the time appointed for the celebra- 
tion of the birthday of the King of Spain.— 
So that Manila, which we were accustomed 
to look upon as everything that was most 
backward, has gone ahead in this respect of 
Shanghai. 
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Gditoyial Selections. 


PROPOSED MINING OPERATIONS IN CHIHLI. 


Many of our readers have no doubt 
seon the translations which appeared a 
few weeks ago in the Chinu Mail, from 
a pamphlet lately drawn up by Mr. 
Tong King-sing, regarding the mineral 
resources of Chibli. Two or three of 
these were indeed reprinted in our 
own columns; but we are not 
the less confident that the précis which 
we publish elsewhere will be gener- 
ally welcome. The pamphlet forms a 
sort of prospectus for a Mining Com- 
pany which Mr. Tong is trying to 
organise, and gives details of great 
interest regarding the coal and iron to 
be found in the province, aud the 
mesures recommended for working 
them. It is wot the first we bave 
heard of these resources. Baron Rich- 
tofen’s valuable letters, nud other casual 
papers, have made us familiar with their 
existence. But this is the first hint of 
@ serious attempt to utilise them as 
they deserve; and, put forward as it is, 
avowedly under the patronage of the 
Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang, it has 
especial interest and value, Wo are 
not too sanguine of the success of the 
scbome—at any rate, so far as it de- 
pends upon the subscription of private 
capital ; the disinclination shown by the 
Chinese to take shares in the China 
Merchants’ Steamship Company may 
very well extend to xnother Company 
projected under the same auspices, 
Bat the project is still hopeful, as indi- 
cating a willingness in certain quarters 
to shake off the sloth which has allowed 
these elements of wealth to lie useless ; 
and—given this willingness—we may 
well hope that the menus will sooner or 
later be forthcoming. The China Mer- 
chants’ Company themselves—if it be 
nota misuomer to apply that term to 
the few wealthy men undor whose 
auspices the Association was formed— 
are naturally anxious for the success of 
the scheme, na it will secure them a large 

ig trade in conl, and constant 
ht downwards from Tientsin to 
Shaughai. It reruains to be seen whether 
they will be more successful in raising 
the required capital by subscription, or 
equally successful in obtaining advances 
of public money, as in the ease of their 
own proper venture. The bona fides 
of the project, and tho existence of the 
col and iron which Mr. Tong King-sing 
describes, may be taken as certain; 
and the immense advantage which 
wonld accrue to the North of China 
from the development of these resourees 
may equally pass for granted, Nor 
ao we anticipate the disastrous result 
to foreign trade, which the projectors 
evidently look forward to with as much 
hopefnlness as thongh their anticipa- 
tions had been realised in the case of 
the Steamer Company which was got 
up avowedly with the same object. 
Tho project in that case was to run 
foreign steamers off the coast; in the 





























present it is to drive foreign coal out 
of the market, Well, that result may 
be to a certain extent attained, though 
the fact that the total import of foreign 
coal into Shanghai in 1876 was only 
valued at Tls. 600,000, deprives the 
threat of any great significance. And 
even if it be attained, we imagine the 
increased consumption of other merch- 
andise in the mining districts, which 
may be expected from their increased 
well-being, will go far to compensate 
for the deprivatiov. The inconveni- 
ence of a cessation in the demand for 
Australian and English coal would be 
greater to the carrying trade than to 
foreigners interested more immediately 
as mercbants in the sale of the mineral. 
Sailing ships coming to China would 
lose a very useful source of freight ; 
but shipowners would probably find 
means to accommodate themselves to 
the new conditions, as they Lave found 
means to get over the far grenter de- 
rangement caused by the opening of 
the Suez Canal; possibly, even, coal 
freights on the coast might be found 
to compensate for the check to the 
longer journeys. We are, how- 
ever, travelling, like the milkmaid 
in the fable, very fast and very 
far in our dream, We have scarcely 
as yet got to the length of the pail 
of milk. ‘There is coal and iron ore 
in Chibli, and here is Mr. Tong King- 
sing’s project of a Company to work 
it, Just at present we have got no 
further; aud, in face of the removal of 
the Woosung Railway, we may be re- 
garded as over-sanguine in looking for 
possible success to a scheme which 
involves the construction of a railway 
among its essentials, Can a country 
which admits among its high officials 
a man capable of that act of folly, 
possibly progress? We may be rasb, 
but even with a Shén Pao-chen before 
our eyes, we refuse to despair. Jealous 
as Li Hung-chang is of foreign 
intrusion or interference, we give him 
credit for too much sense to be- 
lieve he would have been capable of 
the proceeding which has covered 
his colleague with ridicule. Li is 
believed to be willing to admit foreign 
appliances, so far as they can be 
bad without the foreign accompani- 
ment; and he may possibly be led 
even to admit the foreign engineer, as 
ho has admitted the foreign machinist 
into his arsenals, in the hope of 
learning enough to dispense by and by 
with his services, 





PROSPECTS OF THE CHEFOO CONVENTION. 


Iris certain that, sooner or later, the 
question of the ratification of the Con- 
vention of Chefoo must be decided one 
way or the other. As the main 
stipulations of that instrament are 
commercial, it bodes no good to our 
interests iv the Far East that the 
principal agitation in its favour should 
be undertaken by such men as the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord 





Shaftesbury. Ne sutor ultra crepidam 





is a wise saying to remember with 
respect to matters commercial ; and it 
would indicate a more healthy tone of 
public opinion at home, were it more 
strictly made a rele of action. We 
do not take sides in the controversy 
between his Lordship and the incum- 
bent of Hatcham, and it is no great 
favour to ask in return that his 
Lordship should refrain from discuss- 
ing matters to which he should be a 
stranger. To a looker on from a point 
of view so far as the Archbishop's, for 
instance, the question about lekin on 
opium is is a matter of trifling impor 
tance ; but residents in China, and still 
more in India, know that beneath the 
surface of a very plausible proposition 
lies far more than the Chinese Govern- 
ment has cared to bring forward. In 
other words, it is not whether the 
natives of China shall continue to 
smoke opium, but whether the Chin- 
ese Government, by establishing a 
monopoly of opium for itself, shall 
not be able, at the oxpense of Indian 
revenue, to increase their own by 
some six or seven millions sterling 
per annum. For merchants who have 
no dealings in opium it means even 
more ; for it would leave it in the power 
of the Chinese Government at any 
time so to affect the course of ex- 
change that the calculations of the 
wisest merchant would be upset, and at 
avy moment the whole of the foreign 
mercantile community might see itself 
brought face to face with ruin; and 
this through no fault of its own, but 
through the enormous power of dis- 
artanging trade which would bo placed 
in the bands of an ignorant and 
notoriously corrupt Government. So 
again, with regard to the clauses 
relating to transit passes for gouds in- 
ward and outward, we are fairly 
entitled to ask the promoters of the 
recent address what means they have 
of gaining information ar to tho 
probable working of the stipulations 
of the Convention? ‘To judge from 
the tone adopted, it seems to be 
their settled opinion that anything 
which will tend to the injury of 
foreign trade will, pari passu, tend to 
the benefit of the inhabitants of China. 
It probably has never struck them that 
there could be any common interest 
between the millions of China and the 
English merebants who frequent its 
ports. We hear much of the oppres- 
sion of the Turkish Government ; and 
the story of massacres in Bulgaria has 
been repeated ad nauseam, But those 
same people who are so ready to take 
up the cry with regard to the Bulgarians 
have perhaps little idea of what goes 
on in China day by day. We told, a 
few weeks ago, the story of a poor in 
nocent boy reared to years of discre- 
tion in order to undergo the most 
brotal of human mutilations, and then 
to be sent amongst the soldiers of the 
west to be a victim to the lusts of 
an Asiatic soldiery. Every day our 
columns contain some allusion to the 
famine now prevailing in the north of 
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China. Perhaps the people who get up 
petitions in favour of retrogressive ac- 
tion in China are not aware how much 
the Government of China is itself to 
blame, not by sins of neglect alone, but 
by positive obstructions to the passage 
of goods, for the present condition of 
the northern provinces. In fact, the 
famine owes its main virulence to the 
very acts against which the mercantile 
community of China bas been pro- 
testing for the last twenty years. Our 
complaints are that we cannot sell oar 
goods, because the people in the interior 
of China are not allowed to bring their 
superfluous prodactious to market, and 
more especially has this been the case 
with respect to the provinces now smit~ 
ten with famine. Our goods could not 
penetrate to Honan and Shansi, because 
the Government of China would not 
permit its own people to take their 
superfluous products toa market where 
they were saleable; and in consequence 
the condition of those regions has been 
steadily growing worse and worse. Now, 
when a dearth comes on them through 
natural vauses, the people are found to 
ave no husbanded resources, and 
scarcity is turned in consequence into 
a famine—the more severe, in com. 
parison with that of Madras and Bom- 
bay, in that the Government of China, 
in place of encouraging, has been 
steadily hindering every avenue of 
access, 





ANOTHER CONVERSAZIONE. 


Tae experiment recently made at the 
rooms of the Rosul Asiatic Society, 
though made under certain difficulties, 
must be regarded asa very encouraging 
attempt, ‘The idea of a conversazione, 
ag the Shanghai Guide Book ouce 
remarked of guide books iu general, is 
“not altogether new,” bat yet it had 
freshness enough about it to make it a 
pleasant change from the routine list 
of entertainments that we are ac- 
onstomed to during the winter months. 
‘The “management” worked with ener- 
gy and intelligence, and the result was 
a very well filled room and a capital topic 
for the conversation menu of dinner 
parties, It has occurred to a corres- 
pondent, who writes under the signature 
of “ Curio,” that the idea so successfully 
carried out on a small scale might be 
extended, developed and utilized. There 
aro unquestionably difficulties in the 
way, but it does not seem to us that 
they are insurmountable. The notion 
is certainly worth ventilating, and with- 
ont absolutely stamping it with entire 
approval wo may safely bring it before 
the attention of our readers. 

Our correspondent proposes that the 
Committee of the China’ Famine Relief 
Fand should endeavour to increase the 
sum of money at their disposal, by an 
exhib similar to the one which has 
lately proved so successful; and con- 
ceives that a charge of one dollar 
for admission would pay ll expenses 
and bring in a considerable return. 
There aro a number of foreigners in 











Shanghai who possess curios, instra- 
ments, arms, crockery, ivory work, 
lacquer, coins, screens, wood carvings, 
bronzes, straw-work, filagree, pictures, 
silken embroideries, porcelain, jade, 
trinkets, fans, inlaid tables, etc., ete. 
The exhibition opened to the view 
of the public proved that there are 
many valuable private collections in 
Shanghai, and there is little doubt 
that much remains bebind, not yet 
submitted to the public gaze, which 
would be interesting and instructive. 
Then there would be rich, varied and 
valuable contributions from the Chinese, 
who would be glad to show their wares 
if they thought there was a chance of 
a market for them. The natives 
know by this time the value of adver- 
tising freely and prominently, The 
great industrial exhibitions in Europe 
have made them familiar with the fact 
that purchasers are best procured by 
these exhibitions of specimens, aud we 
shall be much surprised if a large 
number of articles are not forthcoming 
to fill the cases. 

We are prepared to hear it alleged 
that people in Shanghai, like people 
everywhere else, are much more dis- 
posed to frequent exhibitions that are 
grataitous, than to dispend money, how- 
ever insignificant the amount may be, 
upon objects that do not promise 
ainusement, Museums and exhibitions 
of the technical industries and art manu- 
factures are voted “slow,” and fail to 
attract such large uumbers as thea- 
trical entertainments and concerts. 
Still, there would be a certain emula- 
tion amongst exhibitors which would 
have a stimulating effect, aud A would 
go to see what B had to show, and C 
would go to see if his Japanese em- 
broideries or Blue pot were not better 
than the fabries or porcelain of A and 
B put together. If the Chinese Poly- 
technic had not been perversely main- 
aged and placed in an unfortunate 
situation, it would have been a very fit 
and propor centre around which these 
various efforis might have gathered. 
Bat from that mysterions and peculiar 
institution there is, we fear, little to 
expect. The display in the Asiatic 
Society's Rooms was a vigorous effort ; 
and if like energy conld be displayed 
in working up a Loan Collection on a 
large scale, say in the Masonic Hall, 
money might be obtained for the un- 
happy snfferers from the Famine in 
the North, and an impetus given to the 
art industries of the country. 

















NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS, 


The Origin of the World, according to 
Revelation and Science, by Principal Daw- 
Sox, addresses a wide range of readers, 
and will we do not doubt meet a large 
amount of acceptance within a certain 
circle. Scientific students will be attracted 
by Dr, Dawsox’s well-earned fame asa 
geologist, and religious people will be dis- 
posed to welcome another attempt at 
harmonising the results of free investiga 
tion with the assertions of the Jewish 
authors of the Bible. But the general re- 
sult is sadly disappointing, In so far asthe 









book is a record of fact it is unyxestionably 
a safe guide, The author's <eputation 
stands too high for him to jeopardise it by 
careless statements. But in so far-as it is 
a recital of opinion, its value is very materi- 
ally diminished by the necessity which 
weighed upon the author of bringing as 
many as possible-of the results acquired by 
physical exploration under the various 
rubrics supplied by the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The volume, therefore, will to the spiritu- 
ally-minded be a new means of edification, 
while to the carnally-minded it will be 
little better than poison. For example, the 
author's avowed design being to “throw as 
much light as possible on . . . the origin of 
the world and its inhabitants,” and to indi- 
cate how thoughtfulmen may best harmonise 
twir “knowledge of nature with their old 
and cherished beliefs,” he assumes as 
needing no proof the reality of a spiritual 
universe, the existence of a personal God 
and the’ “infinite probability” of revela- 
tion, We do not desire to discuss any 
of these. Dr. Dawson may. be quite 
right in his assumptions ; but if so, why did 
he write his book? His axioms contain, 
explicitly as well as implicitly, the solution 
of his problem, If there certainly be a 
personal and irresponsible Being presiding 
over a spiritual universe related to th 
ysical universe but independent of 

Taw, and if it be “infinitely probable 
that’ this Being has revealed his mode of 
working in the past and his designs for the 
future, life and nature have no problems 
left that aze worth the solving. An “in- 
finite probability” is the same thing as 
certainty. We say, for instance, that such 
or such a thing is as certain as that the sun 
will rise to-morrow, or that a stone dropped 
from the hand will fall. Neither of these 
is certain or “infinitely probable ;” each is, 
indefinitely probable, and that only, and 
therefore not so probrble, aegording to Dr. 
Dawsox, as the fact of a revelation, Be it 
remembered that we are not now criticising 
the book; we are stating what anybody 
may find in it, ‘Thus it is its own criticism 
from a scientific point of view, and is by 
itself absolutely condemned to exclusion 
from the category of records of independent 
thought. It seems to us that the method 
is bad. ‘That physical investigations should 
lead up to, illustrate and confirm revelation, 
is what every orthodox believer desires 
and expects. But no person, either ortho- 
dox boliever or otherwise, who may happen 
to be the least tainted with the prejudices 
born of ordinary logic, can desire to have 
the conclusion’ that must be arrived at 
stated beforo the investigation that is to 
lead to it. We believe that we do not ex- 
aggerate when we say that the methods of 
the advocates ‘of inspiration. have done 
more than the criticisms of avowed 
sceptics to overthrow the old popular 
belief in inspiration. For example, ex- 
cavations at Nineveh and in other places 
have, in many instances, corroborated state- 
ments made in the Hebrew Scriptures 
which had previously been roughly handled 
by scoptical cites, At once a jubilant cry 
is raised by the orthodox. What more is 
necessary to confute the sceptics, say they. 
But in fact the question is not touched at 
all, What is proved is that the records are 
true, not that they are inspired. We can 
give examples from profane history that 
will make this clear. Henoporvs states 
that Xerxes, at the beginning of the second 
Persian invasion of Greece, cut throigh the 
isthmus joining Mount Athos to the main- 
land, and constructed a canal capable of 
floating two triremes abreast. By the time 
of Juvenat this story was regarded asa 
lying invention, and up to quite. recently 
scholars were of JuvENat’s opinion. But 
the canal has actually been traced. Yet 
nobody that we ever heard of has claimed 
inspiration for the father of history upon 
this ground or upon any similar grounds, 
though such are not wanting. ‘Nor has Livy 
‘been classed among inspired writers because 


the Carcer Mamertinus, built, according to 
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him by Ancus Martius, but long undis-| examining the students in logic. Were we | donkey and bullock—a large Mongolian 
‘covered, was brought to light five yearsago, | in the evil plight of having our logic again | sheep running by its side—all harnessed to 
and explored. ‘There would be too much | subjected to academical tests, w: uld be | the same cart, and each assisting most 


honour done to simple truth, if everybody 
who does not devote his time to writing 
impossible lies were forthwith to have a 
niche among the prophets. And yet fur- 
ther unexpeted corroborations of stories 
told by Herovoros and Livy do not make 
us in the least more prone to believe others 
of their stories which the uncontradicted 
rience of our race assures us to be false. 
yy, then, we may ask, should the un- 
Tooked for corroboration of certain stories 
told by the Hebrew writers, help us to be- 
lieve that the sun stood still, or that an ass 
reasoned and talked? Yet it is these ex- 
travagant instances that are the crucial 
tests of inspiration, in the common accepta- 
tion of the term. ‘We are not just now at 
all concerned with the question whether or 
not the authors of the Hebrew Scriptures 
wrote under spiritual direction, nor is a 
fugitive review the place in which to dis- 
cous it, What wo are concerned to show 
is that such a line of argument as we have 
indicated is absolutely untenable, 

But Dr. Dawson has other arguments. 
“The Bible,” he says, “has always proved 
itself an active stimulant of natural science.” 
Now, in the name of all that is reasonable, 
when, where, and how? ABRAHAM, we are 
told, had probably inspired books when he 
left Ur of the Chaldecs. But natural science 
may be said to have begun with Anistorie. 
‘What were Abraham's sacred books, with 
their successors, doing this 1,500 years? 
‘At all events, the Hebrews had their Serj 
tures, and presumably were subject to their 
influence, for many ages before the world at 
Inrgo knew anything about them. Is there 
a single instance of the feeblest attempt at 
scientific discovery on the part of any 
Hebrew for at least two millenniums after 
Apraxan’? We trow not. Or, in fact, 
is there a shadow of support to ‘be found 
in all ancient and modern history for 
Dr. Dawson’s astounding assertion? ‘That 
men should need an inspired guide to the 
ways of righteousness ; nay, that they should 
be provided with one, is reasonable enough ; 
Dut that they should have needed or 
obtained an inspired guide to natural 
acience is not only historically false, but a 
priori absurd. We pass on. ‘There is, 

throughout even the higher poetry of 
the ‘Bible a truthful representation an? 
“high appreciation of nature, for which we 
geek in vain in any other poetry.” Marry, 
but this is orthodoxy run mad.” Even Mr. 
Ruskin admits Howss’s marked senso of 
orderly beauty in nature, and, though the 
commentators are not at one in regard to 
his appreciation of the loveliness of a land- 
scape, there can be no question as to the 
intensity of his admiration for all the forms 
of animated nature, or as to the eloquence 
with which he conveys his impressions to 
his hearers. We take Homer merely as 
the nearest in point of time to the earlier 
Hebrew writers; time and space would 
fail us were we to attempt to refute Dr. 
‘Dawson's assertion by extended compari- 
sons of Hebrew poetry with that of other 
nations in ancient and modern times. Or 
yet again, “The greatest and widest 
* generalisations of ourmodern sciencohave, 
“in so far as they are of practical import- 
“anco, been anticipated in the revelations 
« of the Bible . . This is a hard test 
for our revelation, butit can be endured,” 
and in support of this. Dr. Dawsox cites 
scripture references to natural law, to 
progress in nature, to evidences of design 
and to the law of types. It would not be 
difficult. to shew that the writer omits 
everything opposed to his thesis, and 
admits what can only by an extravagant 
stretch of fancy be supposed to support it. 
But, apart from this, his argument, sup- 
posing it to be valid, proves too much, for, 
Sctording to this canon, inepiration sould 
not be denied to Lucrerrus. Dr. Dawson 
is the principal of a respectable college, 
and we suppose occasionally takes part in 
































sorry to submit to Dr. Dawsox, the ex- 
aminer, the ts constructed on the 
pattern set by Dr. Dawsox the theologian. 
And it would not, by the way, be a bad test 
for many of our preachers to apply to their 
weekly discourses, whenever they feel the 
itch for argument coming upon them, were 
they to ask themsslves -—If I were’ again 
a student, should I dare to offer such 
arguments to an examiner in logic? 

jowever, the value of the book before 
us, at least to the general student, lies not 
in'the author's attempts, whether deemed 
successful or otherwise, to harmonise geo- 
logical facts with the’ Hebrew narrative 
which he believes to be inspired, but in the 
facts themselves, which, with some little 
trouble, can be extracted from the mass of 
theological argument wherein they are 
embedded. ‘The secrets which Nature has 
most recently yielded up to physical 
research are there to be disinterred, and 
no amount of arguing can deprive them of 
their absorbing interest. We can therefore 
heartily recommend Dr. Dawson's last 
work, in so far as it enumerates geological 
and physical facts and theories, while we 
regret that its form and execution will 
render it really welcome to a comparatively 
restricted circle of readers. It will, we 
imagine, be a favourite prize for the upper 
classes in Sunday schools, more especially 
as Mr. Darwrx and his followers are 
treated with undisguised contumely. 
“A very important truth,” says Dr. 
Dawsox, “is contained in’ the expres- 
“sion after its kind (Gen. i. 11)—that 
‘ig after its species... We are taught 
“by this statement that plants were 
“created each kind by itself, and that 
‘creation was not a sort of slump-work to 
«be perfected by the operation of a law of 
“development, as fancied by some modern 
“speculators. ' In this assertion of the 
«distinctness of species, and the production 
“of each as a distinct part cf the creative 
“plan, revelation tallies perfectly with the 
“conclusions of natural science.” This is 
an excellent example of what criticism 
ought not to be, but as likely to contribute 
to the popularity of his book among the 
people for whom we may suppose it is 
chiefly intended, Dr. Davtsox is perhaps 
wise in adopting the theological form of 
discussion, 

The Origin of the World has led us to 
trespass so far upon our readers’ patience 
that we will not venture to do more than 
mention a most entertaining history of 
Caricature aud other Comic Art, from the 
earliest ages to the present day, by Mr. 
Parrox (richly illustrated) ; a reprint of 
Bracxwore’s Erema, lately published in 
the Cornhill; The A: B. 0. of Finance, a 
popular work on the relations of labour and 
capital by Dr. Newcos, and three of 
Groror Extor’s stories recently added to 
the ‘ Half Hour Series.” All are published 
by Hanpers, of New York, and are models 
of typographical beauty.—Messrs. KELLY 
& Warsi are the local agents for their sale. 
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NEWCHWAI 


Winter has now set in with its accustomed 
severity, and we have had the Thermometer 
down to 2° Fahrenheit; but somehow we 
do not feel the cold so much as we 
expected,—in fact. it is only when a 
cutting ‘wind sets in that one feels 
disinclined to turn out for a constitutional. 
Horses and carts daily cross the river on 
the ice—a very novel sight for a new-comer, 
though familiar enough to old residents. 
Sometimes as many as seven or eight 
animals may be seen attached to one cart, 
irrespective of nationality. I noticed, for 





instance, a few days ago, a horse, mule, 





harmoniously towards the general “draw.” 
These carts convey every conceivable 
thing, and leave in squadrons—often 
proceeding through the barriers into 
Corea, Most of them fly a little flag, 
which indicates that the drivers have 
already paid a certain squeeze, or black mail, 
to the mounted robbers, and are thus 
exempt from being further muleted by those 
lawless vagabonds.—Robberies have been 
rife; the day before yesterday five fine young 
fellows were decapitated, and before their 
bodies were cold they were stripped of 
their clothing by the beggars. ‘Their heads 
ornament the East Gate—anything but a 
pleasant spectacle to passers-by, although a 
wholesome injunction to others to keep the . 
eighth commandment. Iam afraid, though, 
this is too common an occurrence to be 
heeded much by such ruffians, and is simply 
taken as a matter of course. —~ Bustard 
shooting now occupies the minds of the 
sporting community. Some of the birds 
are very fine, weighing as much as 25 Ibs,-— 
We are looking forward to the arrival 
of the next courier. Our last papers from 
Shanghai bore the old date of November 
27th, with several gaps between that 
and former papers. We think it a great 
pity the Consul has taken over charge of 
the Chefoo courier and mails, as things 
were much better managed by the Customs. 
A lot of letters were wailing for us at 
‘Tientsin. ‘These were sent bacx to Chefoo, 
and, for all we know to the contrary, may 
have been returned to Shanghai, "Is not 
this pleasant for poor isolated mortals? 
The question arises “ Who is to blame” 1— 

Blst Dec. 

P.S.—8rd Januasy, 1878,—The courier 
from Peking has arrived at last, bringing 
all our long-expected letters. Better late 
than never, though we began to imagine 
our budgets had gone to the bottom. 














TENTSIN, 
‘The two doputies in charge of the soup 


kitchen which was burned, have both been 
degraded ‘and incapacitated from ever 
holding office again, by an‘edict from the 
Throne. ‘The Governor-General is in- 
structed to carefully investigate the origin 
of the fire, provide free coffins for the 
dead, and ‘supply all the wants of thos 
who escaped ; while both he and the three 
Taotais are handed over to the proper 
authorities to be dealt with, ‘This has the 
merit of being summary, at least. 

‘A new appointment has been made by 
HLE. Li to the post of Chih Hsien of 
‘Tientsin, in the person of Wang Pting- 
hsit (ERD, anative of Ngan Hwei. 
He is a friend of the Viceroy, and has 
recently arrived from Paoting-fu, but has 
not yet taken over the seals of office, It 
is also said that the present Customs’ 


Taotai, Li Chao-t‘ang, (HY AC) has 
been promoted by the Viceroy to the rank 
ofa Griminal Judge. 

23rd January. 








CHEFOO. 

Tavail myself of a chance sailing vessel 
to send you aline of news. It is many a 
winter now since we have been for so long 
a time without a steamer. If it had not 
been for the arrival of a Chinese gunboat 
we should have been without news since 
Christmas. We are nearly as bad as those 
unfortunate Wénchowites who ventilate 
their mail grievances in your columns— 
dependant ‘upon lorchas and overland 
couriers. We little thought we should be 
reduced so low, we who used to glory in 
adaily steamer. 

I write with my fingers freezing. The 
whole bay is filled with snow and ice, and 
all jetties, eampans, cargo boats, and even 


larger craft, are frozen hard and fast. We 
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shall "be “talking of oes and_floebergs 
presently. Thermometer goes down nightly 
to 10° or 12, and even all day it is not 
much higher.” Business under these cireum- 
stances cannot be expected to be very 
lively ; but we live in hope. After two 
years of famine and other hardships, we 
‘ought to have a turn of Fortune's wheel. 

‘Talking of that, reminds me of a report 
which I have heard (on the best authority, 
truly) that a grand scheme is about to be 
Iaunched for working the coal mines of 
this province. If it succeeds, our fortunes 
are made beyond any manner of doubt. 
Some 120 miles west of this there is a fine 
level plain near Wei-hion, under which at 
no great depth is a bed of coal of 20 feet 
in thickness. ‘The natives have from time 
immemorial been digging holes and pick- 
ing it out, a little here and a little there ; 
but as they have no means of drainage, 
no sooner is the good coal reached than the 
Rit file with water, and has to be absn- 

ined. A wily official of the name of 
Chang, who is at present acting as Taotai, 
taking’a Jeaf out of Tong King-sing’s book, 
has got permission to forma Merchants’ 
Company (which seems to be, the groove 
that things are going to run in in China) 
for doing the thing in proper style, with all 
modern appliances. “The prospectus in- 
cludes a tramway to the sea, by which the 
Produce, will be conveyed to. the Grand 

jepdt, Chefoo! We may all expect to have 
cheap coal soon. 

‘A considerable excitement has been 
caused by the failure of a small bank of 
sue—the Yuen Ho Bank. For some years 
notes have had a brisk circulation, being 
universally taken as cash. Another sudden 
failure will be serious to many a poor 
trader. It now turns out that the Bank, 
which was only started ten years ago, never 
had any capital, and that the proprietor is 
so illiterate that he cannot read or write, 
‘A couple of clever associates did all the 
business, and have now had the hard- 
heartedness to bolt, Why should a rotten 
concern like this have been trusted? It 
shows that the notes they issued were a 
real convenience to business men, and it 
also shows what an opening there ‘is for a 
sound local bank. 

I do not know how it is with you, but 
cash have risen here so much Intely'that 
now a dollar exchanges for less than 900. 
It is ruinous to all whose wages are paid 
in dollars. What can be the reason ? 


80th Jan. 








FoocHow. 


We have been a long time without direct 
news from Foochow, but Hongkong has 
been more fortunate, as we find in the 
China Mail extracts from the Herald of the 
24th January. From it we learn that some 
important correspondence has passed be- 
tween the foreign Consuls and the Chinese 
authorities respecting certain operations set 
on foot by the latter for improving the 
state of the river Min and preventing the 
flooding of the city during the freshet 
season, ‘These operations appearing likely 
to result in the closing up of the main 
river, several foreign residents deemed it 
desirable to call the “immediate and 
serious attention” of the Consular Body 
to them. The measures being taken by 
the mandarins for tke improvement of the 
river were said to be— 

‘The dredging and deeps 
at the back of the isl 
Yuen Kee, and the pl 
the main brnch of the top of 
the Island: thus diverting the yreat body of 

he branch of the River running at 
the Ieland to the Pagoda An- 





1g of the stream 
rection of 





















choraye. 
‘These steps might prevent the flooding of 
the city during the freshet season, but in 
the opinion of many of the foreign residents, 
another elfect would be the immediate and 
entire closing up of the main river, to the 
Tuin of ‘the whole property, native and 





foreign, on the banks. The practice of 
junks discharging mud ballast into the river 
opposite the Foreign Settlement was also 
stated in the same letter to be quietly add- 
ing to the danger threatened. ‘The matter 
was duly represented to the Chinese 
authorities by the Consular Body, and 
what we presume must be regarded as a 
satisfactory reply was received. They re- 
presented that the Chinese themselves were 
as deeply interested in preserving the 
water-way as the foreign residents, and 
that what was determined on was to deepen 
the channel at various points, and reinove 
by steam dredging the sand-bank below 
Lim Pu, so that there might be a uniform 
depth throughout. Orders had also been 
given to the gun-boats to prevent the 
throwing of rubbish into the river in 
front of the Foreign Settlement. The 
foreign residents propose the appointment 
of au engineer to report as to the best 
means for improving the state of the river. 
—HLE, Senor Espan4, Spanish Minister at 
Peking, accompanied by his Secretary of 
Legation, arrived at Foochow on the 17th 
instant. ‘The Minister's visit to Foochow 
the Herald hears, connected with coolis 
emigration to Manila, in the matter of 
which there has of late been some difficulty. 
Hitherto, the majority of Chinese labourers 
in the Phillipines have been uatives of 
Fohkien, from the districts around Amoy. — 
The men to whose case we alluded last 
week, charged with having assisted in trans- 
ferring a building site in the Foreign Settle- 
ment to an American citizen, are still in 
prison, ‘he Herald has excolent authority 
for stating that they are not only deprived 
of liberty, but, worse still, reduced to al- 
most starvation point, and that they have 
been severely flogged’ and otherwise in- 
humanly treated during the period of their 
inearceration—The Hace Ball, on the 
evening of the 17th instant, was generally 
yronouneed a success. ‘Though there were 
Tower ladies present, dancing was entered 
into with more spirit than last year; while 
the decorations and general arrangements 
were of a character ring great credit on 
the good taste and energy of the Stewards. 
The supper, which was a marvellous com- 
bination of creature comforts and wsthetic 
skill, elicited general commendation. Dan- 
cing was kept up until about 2.30 am., at 
about which hour the company gradually 
dispersed.—Now that the Race Meeting has 
become a thing of the past, we notice that 
several whilom favorites are for sale, includ- 
ing Strathelyde, Lochinvar, Tally Ho! Gone 
Auay! &e. A number ‘of racing cracks 
were shipped to Hongkong per Douglas on 
the 90th ult, ‘There is a movement in favor 
of acquiring a course nearer the Settlement. 
—It is whispered that the A. D. ©. com- 
mittee has a surprise in store for the lovers 
of dramatic art. A drawing-room comedy, 
with the only cast possible to ensure natural 
effect on a discriminating audience, would 
find universal favor. Burlesques and farces 
have been so frequent of late that the bud- 
get of local wit must, the Herald thinks, 
be wellnigh exhausted. 








HONGKONG. 

The China Mail hears that the Governor 
has definitely refused a license to the Charter 
Oak: to proceed to Honolulu with Chinese 
passengers.—The Mail also hears that the 
Governor has asked the Rev. Dr. Eitel to 
act as Inspector of Schools until the return 
of Mr. F. Stewart from furlough ; and, in 
making the announcement, takes "the 
opportunity to pay a well deserved tribute 
to Mr. Stewart's high character and ability. 
—The Daily Press says the Chinese New 
Year was ushered in with the customary 
festivities. Fire crackers were let off in 
incalculable quantities, and the extra day 
allowed this year by the authorities for 
indulgence in that highly diverting species 
of attummest wold wo doubi be con: 
sidered a boon by the Celestials, whatever 
it might be to foreigners, Some of the 





latter went picnicing, but the weather 
was not very favourable for out-door amuse- 
ment.—It has not been all fun, though. 
A little before midnight on Chinese New 
Year's eve, an attack was mado on the 
village of Ap-li-chow by a band of about 
thirty armed Chinese. The two Indian 
constables who are stationed in that village 
were out on patrol. They were attacked 
and so badly beaten in attempting to mako 
an arrest that they had to be sent to 
Hospital. The villagers raised an alarm, 
and assistance was immediately sent from 
Aberdeen, but not before the marauders 
had decamped. A lady, walking in the 
Central Market, had her pocket picked of 
a considerable sum of money. ‘This was 
no doubt an unwilling contribution to the 
Chinese New Year's festivities.—A Chinese 
woman, well-known in the Colony as 
“ Hung Mo Kew,” or “red-haired Akew,” 
has made herself scarce, leaving many 
sorrowful friends to lament her sudden 
departure, She had the reputation of 
being very wealthy, and was greatly 
trusted. She suddenly left for parts 
unknown two days before the Chinese 
New Year, leaving debts behind her, 
itis stated, to the extent of $70,000 or 
$80,000, so far as is at present known. 
The Press hears, too, that the pirates in 
the Min were very actively raising funds for 
the celebration of their New Year's festi- 
vities. A few days ago a rico junk was 
attacked and pillaged of her cargo. ‘The 
Foochow authorities, as a precautionary 
measure, stationed gunboats down the 
river.—The Siamese bark Young Siam, 
Captain Benedictsen, has arrived after a 
passage of 126 days from Bangkok, she hav- 
ing experienced calms and dead head winds 
throughout the whole passage. On tho 
9th December the Captain put into Bonthain 
Harbour for water and provisions, 

Our readers will be greatly shocked to 
hear of the death of Mr. Tobin, at 
Hongkong, on the 3st ult. Mr. Tobin was 
universally liked and respected. in. the 
Colony, and his unexpected death caused 
quite shock to the community.—The 
China Mail remarks that there was a 
general exodus of the Fronch mon-of-war 
in harbour on the 3ist ult. The Atalante 
(flagship) goes to Singapore vid Manila, 
there to await her relief, and will then pro- 
coed to Europe; the La Clocheterie also 
goes home, ‘The La Clocheterie saluted the 
flag of Admiral Hillyar before leaving, the 
compliment being duly acknowledged. 
Whilst steaming from their anchorage the 
Frenchmen gave three cheers for both the 
British and American men-of-war, the 
cheers being heartily returned. 











CANTON. 


‘The recent severity of the weather in 
Canton has caused a great amount. of 
suffering to the poor, and beggars have died 
by the hundred within the last few weeks. 
It is asserted that the charitable institution 
which makes it its business to bury the dead 
exposed in the streets, has interred in one 
day no less than sixty'corpses ! ‘This is the 
largest number, but with the enhanced price 
of rice, many struggling men have become 
beggars, in spite of the charity of some 
benevolent men, who give away food in the 
shape of sweet potatoes, and also clothing. 

The exceptional severity of the cold of 
the past three weeks has been matter of 
remark at the North as well as in the South 
of China ; and correspondingly, we hear of 
heavy weather in the lower portions of the 
China Sea as well as in those nearer to the 
domains of Boreas more constantly snbject 
to the rigors of Winter. I have observed 
that the course of the severest Winter storms 
is here, locally, traceable to the direction of 
North by West, rather than North by East ; 
and that usually a report of excessive cold 
at Hankow is on its receipt just a timely 
warning of impending exceptional severity 
here. 
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Tee has formed here repeatedly during the 
month; thermometers touching 314° in 
‘open verandahs, and so exceptional has the 
cold been in the country districts that fish 
of some species have died in the creeks and 
shallow tanks in great numbers, and many 
birds also have faller victims toa want of 
sufficient shelter on shore. 

‘Many of the weakest of the class of people 
dependent on casual charity have also suc- 
‘cumbed ; and the pressure of want hasbeen 
severely felt by the poor generally, owing 
to the somewhat dear, though not very high 
price of rice. But the community of Canton 
‘ity and province as a whole is prosperous, 
and thousands of new buildings have been 
erected the past two years. ‘The following 
notes of Meteorological registerings may be 
of value for future reference and com- 
parisons.—China Mail. 





NAGASAKT. 


‘The Rising Sun says the Chinese barque 
Ching-tah, of the safety of which some fears 
had been entertained, arrived at Nagasaki 
on the 26th ult., after the unusually long 
yee of twenty-five days from Shanghai. 
{t appears that the Ching-tah had been 
carried out of her course by heavy gales.— 
Some unusual weather seems to have 
prevailed in Nagasaki, as in Shanghai 
recently. After a cold wind had been 
blowing for many days, a sudden change 
took place on the 25th ult., and the warmth 
increased till next day, when the thermo- 
meter registered 70" in the Settlement and 
65" in the native town. In consequence, 
the Sun says, ‘people are ailing and feeling 
unlike themselves.” Japanese energy in 
tho matter of inland telography is the very 
opposite of Chineso obstrustiveness. | The 
fegraph posts standing in the rapid of 
the Oigawa, Tokaido, have often been 
carried away by currents at times of floods. 
‘The Department of Public Works, in order 
to avoid repetition of this, is, says the 
Shimbun Shusi, about to erect a number 
of posts which will measure more than 
thirty feet in length, and three feet in 
diameter.—The French corvette Lacloche- 
terie has left Nagasaki for Hongkong on 
hor way home, and the Comao left on the 
same day for Yokohama, H.ILS. Eyria 
arrived from Hongkong on the 27th ult. 
After a brief existence of five weeks, the 
Kiushiu Times has ceased publication, Mr. 
Gribble simply stating the cause to be want 
of support. By a coincidence, the final 
number of the new venture contained an 
advertisement announcing the demise of 
the Cosmopolitan Press, a much older 
paper, also published in Nagasaki—in this 
case, Mr. Kennelly stating the cause to be 
his ‘own protracted illness, The sole 
responsibility, and all the profits (i), of 
Nagasaki journalism will now, says ‘the 
‘Times, fall to the share of the Rising Sun. 











YOROWAMA. 

‘Tho dead body of a man named William 
Boorn, who was formerly in the Pacific 
Mail service, was recently found in the 
Creek under circumstances that lead to the 
supposition that he had been murdered. 
‘There were five wounds on the head, and 
other injuries apparent about the body. 
At the inquest,’the jury returned a verdict 
tantamount to one of wilful murder against 
some person or persons unknown; and so 
strong a feeling} has been excited in Yoko- 
hama by the occurrence, that subscriptions 
collected in the Japan Gazette Office to- 
wards a fund to supplement any reward 
which may be offered through H.M. Consul 
for the apprehension of the murderer or 
murderers, amounted in a short time to 
2978.—H.B.M.S. Sylvia was to leave 
Yokohama on the 26th filtimo for Kobe. 
Thence she will proceed to Nagasaki, and 
from there, in the Spring, will go to the 
Goto Islands for surveying purposes. The 
Sylvia will also survey the coast between 





‘Yokohama and Kobe, including, probably, 
Owari Bay, and may, therefore, be a week 
me Heed the English public of 
" says “the English public 
Yokohama will receive with satisfaction 
the intelligence of the appointment of Mr. 
Hannen, as Assistant Judge. Mr. Hannen 
isa sound lawyer, and when he formerly 
presided in our Court, his di were 
ised as able and just.” Whilst wel- 
coming Mr. Hannen to the re-occupation 
of his former position on the Bench, the 
Herald expresses t that his ay 
ment necessarily displaces Mr. V 
Acting Law Secretary, who has for som: 
time past officiated as Judge there, and 
whose decisions have always been sound. 


















Peking Gazettes. 


ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 


Jan. 6th.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Ch'ung How, Governor- 
General of Féng-t'ien, who has denounced 
tro Manchu subalterns for complicity with 
the mounted brigands infesting that prov- 
ince. One of the delinquents, being 
related by marriage to a cousin of one of 
these depredators, on the latter being cap- 
tured and imprisoned, had the audacity to 
stand security for the criminal’s release ; 
and in the second case, a captain named 
Min Téh-fuh allowed his brother to har- 
bour a certain notorious brigand chief, be- 
sides which he entertained the project of 
furnishing supplies of firearms to the 
robbers. The two incriminated officers are 
hereupon cashiered and sentenced to trans- 
portation into servitude upon the military 
postroads. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kwang and the Governor of Kiangsu 
memorialize reporting the sentence pro- 
nounced in the case of a military officer 
charged with an unintentional’ act of 
homicide in the discharge of his official 
functions. The case occurred at the city 
of I-ch'éng, where, in July last, a certain 
individual ‘named ‘Ts'ien Teh-kwei raised 
‘an uproar in connection with the employ- 
ment ofa band of musicinns for a procession 
intended to do honour to a departing district 
‘Magistrate. The man Ts'ien interfered with 
the musicians engaged, and a tumult ensued 
in consequence of his clamourand violence, 
to quell which the officers in command of 
the detachment of braves at the place, a 
brevet Brigade-General named Wang Sien- 
chén, anda brevet captain named Chao 
Wenskao, came forward. Both these 
officers struck the man with their whips, 
and continued beating him for some time 
until, yielding to the entreaty of the 
musicians, thoy let him go; but as he 
stumbled’ away his trowsers caught the 
point of Chao Wen-kao’s boot, and Chao, 
raising his foot, unintentionally gave him a 
Kick, The man was assisted to his home, 
and he died on the following day from the 
effect of the injuries received. ‘The statute 
Inw comprises three forms of penalty ap- 
plicable to this case, as regards the various 
individuals concerned. The first runs to 
the effect that ‘ whosoever shall cause the 
death of any man by blows inflicted in a 
broil, whether the same be dealt with the 
hand, foot, or any other object, or with a 
weapon of metal or a sword, shall suffer 
Gath by strangting after bnptisonment to 
await confirmation of the sentence.” The 
second form provides the penalty of 
20 stripes in the case of any one who 
shall strike another with hand or foot with- 
out inflicting an actual wound ;” and the 
third is the proviso according to which 80 
blows are made the penalty for general 
wrongdoing of an aggravated description. 
The severest form of penalty has now been 
Pronounced upon the offending military 
officer found guilty of causing the death of 
Te'ien Téh-kwei, and he is sentenced to 
suffer strangulation in despite of his appeal 

















for a more lenient sentence, on the ground 
that he is almost the only son of aged 
parents. This is rejected on the ground 
that the deceased man was himself an 
only son, and that his parents are left with 
no one to attend upon them. A minor 
penalty is denounced against a'petty civilian 
funetionary who took part in the affair; 
and it is solicited that the Brigade-General, 
whose duty it was to have been more care- 
ful, be stripped of his rank.—The judicial 
sentences are referred by rescript to the 
Board of Punishments for consideration. 
The Brigade-General Wang Sien,chén is 
stripped ‘of his rank but left in_ office. 

(@) Li Hung-chang, | Governor-General 
of Chihli, etc,, memorializes with reference 
to the collection of contributions on behalf 
of the requirements of famine-relief in the 
province of Shansi, to assist in the manage- 
ment of which he has been commissioned 
by decree. The extent of country afflicted, 
he represents, is so vast and the length of 
time to be provided for so protracted, that 
unless, subscriptions be encouraged ‘on an 
extensive scale the funds provided can 
scarcely be more than a drop in the bucket. 
Without referring more minutely at pres- 
ent to the results obtained at the ports of 
‘Tientsin, Shanghai, Hankow, and Ningpo, 
to the authorities of which, as important 
trading centres, requisitions have been sent 
for the establishment of collecting agencies, 
and by the officials and notables of which 
places sums have already been raised, 
though to no considerable amount as yet, 
it has now particularly to be reported 
that, in view of the character for liberality 
and’ public spirit which has always dis- 
tinguished the notables and mercantile 
class of Ch’ao-chow Fu, on the coast of 
Kwangtung, the memorialist wrote some 
time ago to Ting Jih-ch’ang, Governor of 
Fuhkien (a native of that profecture and 
now residing there), requesting him to 
exhort the authorities and notables of his 
own locality to unite their efforts in the 
cause, The Taotai of that Intendancy, 
Chang Sien, has now reported to the 

‘alist that on receipt of his despatch 
subject, he had proceeded at once to 
Swatow (the port of Ch’ao-chow Fu), where 
an official committee formed under his 
lirection succeeded by dint of active efforts 
in raising contributions to the sum of 
20,000 dollars, equivalent to Taels 14,000, 
In addition to this, subscriptions were 
farther to be solicited at Ampu, Ch’éng- 
hai, and the other towns in the neighbour- 
hood. At Hongkong, Singapore, and in 
Annan and Siam, moreover, the number of 
Ch'ao-chow (Tiechiu) traders is notably 
great; and two officials, the expectant 
Prefect K’o Chén-tsien 49] and the 
expectant sub-Prefect Kao ‘T'ing-k'iei 

HERG, axe named as especially con- 
versant with the localities in ques- 
tion. It is proposed that they should 
nominate trustworthy official agents to 
proceed thither for the purpose of solicit- 
ing contributions, and it is requested that 
certificates of rank and office may be for- 
warded to Ch'so-chow Fu for issue to sub- 
scribers, in redemption of the pledge held 
forth in this respeet. On receipt of this 
communication from the Taotai Chang- 
sien, to whose popularity in Chao-chow Fu, 
where he has held his present office for 
upwards of ten years past, the results now 
obtained are ascribed, the memorialist sub- 
mits a report of what has already bee 
accomplished, and he will hereafter solicit 
rewards on a distinguished scale on behalf 
of the offi: als who have exerted themselves 
in this matter. He writes also to the Gov- 
ernor of Shansi desiring him to send for- 
ward a supply of the required certificates 
to be offered for sale to contributors. 

Jan. 7th—A decree, Let Hwang Yuh- 
gnén Sia H} succeed to the post of 
Prefect of Kw'ei-chow Fu in Sze-ch’wan. 

Jan. 8th.—(1) A decree making the 
following administrative changes -— 
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a. Leh Fangk'i BY Fp HF to be trans- 
ferred from the appointment lately con- 
ferred upon him, as Lieutenant-Governor 
(Fant’ai) of Kwangsi, to fill the same office 


in Kiangsu 0. Fan Liang 32, 32 to be pro- 
moted to the post of Lieutenant-Governor of 
Kwangsi ; and c, Li Chao-t’ang 32 J 5, 
at present Taotai Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Tientsin, to become Judicial Com- 
missioner of Chihli in his stead. 

(2) The Governor of Shansi, Tseng Kwoh- 
ts'iian, and the special High Commissioner 
for the inspection of famine relief, Yen 
Kin-ming, jointly memorialize reiterating 
the request preferred some time since for 
the appropriation of 60,000 piculs of the 
grain tribute prospectively due from the 
provinces of Kiangsi and Hupeh to Peking 
for the year 1878, in consideration of the 
urgent need prevailing in the province of 
‘Shansi. Upwards of 80 districts are 
actually famine-stricken, and some 5,000,000 
to 6,000,000 of the population are depend- 
ent upon public assistance. The proposal 
submitted for the additional supply of 
grain referred to above having been con- 
sidered by the Board of Revenue, in con- 
formity with the Imperial Decree (sce 
Gazette of Nov. 22nd), the Board 
negatived it on the ground that the supply 
of grain to furnish the proper quota for the 
granaries of the capital is a question of 
paramount importance. ‘The Board’s 
opinion has received the Imperial sanction, 
and has been communicated to the memo- 
rialists, who with reluctance submit, under 
the pressure of overpowering necessity, an 
entreaty for its reconsideration. The 
special High Commissioner, after a journey 
of some 700 to 1,000 miles throughout 
various parts of the province, draws a 
moving picture of the signs and sounds of 
‘woe which met him at every turn, and he 
states that he is within the mark in adding 
that a thousand deaths from starvation 
ocour each day. With reference to the 
observation that has been made to the 
effect that the remission of the likin tax on 
grain might be depended upon to attract 
private enterprise, it is pointed out that 
the difficulties of transport are so great that 
at the best of times supplies for this prov- 
ince are only furnished by the adjacent 
provinces of Shensi and Honan ; and that 
to the proclamations that have been issued 
‘urging merchants to come forward, there 
has been not a single response. ‘The means 
of the wealthiest inhabitants of the prov- 
ince have been drained by the calamity 
experienced for the last three years, and 
for hundreds of li at a stretch the entire 
population is dependent upon official ai 

in reply, the relief asked for is granted by 
rescript.’ ‘The Board of Revenue is desired 
to take note. 

(3) The high authorities at Foochow re- 
port the departure for their own country 
‘of two batches of distressed Liu-ch’iuans, 
30 all told, who had been drifted in ther 
junks to the coast of China. 

(4) Krung Ling-i JL FP flit, the suc- 
cessor to the Confucian ‘‘dukedom,” with 


the title Yen Shéng Kung 477 HB ZY 


(first conferred in A.D. 1233) memorializes 
Teporting his accession to the title. He 
received on the 7th October last, a despatch 
from the Board of Ceremonies, informing 
him that having submitted his name in due 
course to the Throne in a report dated the 
8th September, a rescript had been received 
on the 10th September in the words : “Be 
it as is proposed.” On receipt of the 
despatch ‘to this ‘effect the memorialist, 
having reverently prepared an altar, 
had faced himself toward the Imperial 
residence and had prostrated himself to re- 
turn thanks for the Imperial bounty ; and 
thereupon, on the 7th November, he took 
charge of his official seal and assumed the 
functions incumbent uponhim. He proceeds 
to testify the devotion with which he is in- 
spired toward his Imperial Sovereign, whose 


























him.—(See Gazette of Dec. 10th, 


6. 
Jan. 9th.—{1) ADecree. Let Liao Ch’ang- 


ming BS $% Bj succeed to the post of 
Brigade-General of Yung-chow, in Hunan. 

(2) The Military Governor of Uliasui’ai 
memorializes with reference to the relief, 
in ordinary course, of the force of Chinese 
troops of the regular army stationed at that 
point. According to rule, the two Brigade 
commands of Siian-hwa and Ta-t’ung, in 
Chihli, should detail for the purpose of 
garris Uliasut’ai a force composed of 
two second-captains, two lieutenants, three 
sergeants, one corporal, and 245 privates, 
including a proportion of mounted men, to 
be relieved once in five years. At the ap- 
plication of, the former acting Military 

overnor Ch’ang Shun, in 1873, a force of 
500 men was ordered to be detailed from 
Chibli. A portion of the men and officers 
who were detached in obedience to these 
instructions have qualified themselves in 
the knowledge of the Mongol tongue, and 
it is now requested that the remainder may 
be relieved according to regulation. 


Official Papers. 


‘THE LIVERPOOL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON 
TRE CHEFOO CONVENTION. 

The following despatch has been ad- 
dressed to the Earl of Derby by the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, with ref 
erence to the Chefoo Convention 

Liverpool, Deo. 20, 1877. 

‘My Lonp,—I have the honour to inform 
your Lordship that several communications 

ve been made to the Council of this 
Chamber on the subject of the Chefoo 
Convention, the ratification of which is 
under the ‘consideration of the Foreign- 
office. 

Some of the communications referred to 
advocate very strongly the ratifeation of 
the Chefoo Convention, while others, on 
the other hand, ask the co-operation of this 
Chamber in favour of withholding the 
ratification of the Convention. 

‘The communications upon the ‘subject 
have been carefully considered by the 
Council, who have directed me to state 
most respectfully to your Lordship that, in 
their opinion, the Chefoo Convention ought 
to be ratified, and I am to ask your Lord- 
ship to be pleased to advise Her Majesty 
accordingly. 

Thave the honour to be, my Lord, 

‘Your Lordship's most obedient humble 
servant, 
Wautax Bron, Secretary. 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of Derby. 


| bounty has been so conspicuously manifested 
bounty ins 
1876.) 


























Public Meetings. 





‘THE FRENCH GaS COMPANY. 


‘The annual meeting of shareholders in 
the French Gas Company was held on 
Saturday afternoon, at the offices of the 
Agents, Messrs, Schénhard and Company, 
Kiangse Road. Mr. Morel, the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, presided; and 
there were present Dr. ‘Calle, Messrs. 
Walter, Lang, Young, F. B. Forbes, F. G. 
White, Sillem, Mackillop, D. ‘Brand, 
Buchanan, and ‘Nachtrieb (Agent) ; repr 
senting 359 shares out of a total of 500. 

Dr. Galle and Mr. Walter, as repre- 
senting the largest number of shares at the 
meeting, were appointed scrutineers of the 
votes. Mr. Nachtrieb was chosen Secre- 
tary ; and the mecting having otherwise 
been formally constituted, in accordance 
with the Deed of Settlement, 

The Cuarwan said that’the Report of 
the Directors had been circulated some 














days. No doubt every Shareholder pre- 
— had seen one, and he would ae if 
there were any objections to its bei 

taken as read? ie 

Mr. Warr said he would move— 

That the Report of the Directors be con- 
sidered as read. 

Dr. Gate seconded. 

‘The motion was unanimously carried. 

PRECIS OF REPORT, 

‘The affairs of the Company continue to 
prosper ; the consumption of gas has not 
increased materially ; it has been’ 140,110 
cubic metres instead of 139,926 iast year, but 
the working has been carried on under better 
conditions, and the result is excellent, 

The following table, which gives the exact 
Ggures of fabrication, consumption and total 
escape, denotes a decrease in the proportion 
of the latter, which was 7} per cent. last year 
aud amounts ouly to 54 for the current year, 

‘Tho perfect state of repair in which the 
Works now are, permits considerable economy 
to be exercised in the consumption of coal, 
Our profits feel this; they amount this year 
to Tis. 8,877.82, which we propose to divide 


as follows -— 

Tis, 8,877.52, 

‘The Cuaman remarked that, during the 
year, the Directors had had the pleasure of 
selecting provisionally Mr. Douglas Jones, 
who held 32 shares, as a Director of the 
Company. Mr. Jones was now up country, 
otherwise he would have been present ; 
and he now begged to propose— 

‘Phat the nomination of Mr. Douglas Jones, 
as a Director of the Company, be confirmed, 

Mr. Forurs seconded, and the motion 
was passed. 

‘The Cuarmaan inquired if any Share- 
holder had any observations to make on 
the Report ? 

Dr. Gautx pointed out that the commis- 
sion paid to the Agents this year was 
‘Tis. 1,994, whereas Tast year it was only 
1,300 odd’taels, and the previous year a 
little over 1,400 tacls ; and he would like 
to know the cause of the increase. 

‘The Cuamaax, in reply, said the com- 
mission allowed the Agents during the past 
year was exactly the same as it always had 
been, namely, 5 per cent on moneys re- 
ceived, and 5 per cent on money paid for 
purehi oney disbursed. ‘That was the 
same as it always had been ; but during the 
past year the Directors had allowed the 
Agents an extra amount of Tis. 500, on 
account of the extra work they had had to 
do, At the last annual meeting they left 
over acertain sum to meet the extra ex- 
penses which were pending, in consequence 
of the changes that were to take place. 
Those changes ad involved a great deal of 
extra work on the agents, and the Board 
of Directors thought that it was only fair 
some extra remuneration should be allowed 
them for the extra work they had done, 
and they thought Tis. 500 a reasonable 
amount to allow. 

Dr. Gaxtx said that, deducting the Tis. 
500 allowed to the agents for extra work, 
their usual commission then was about the 
same as last year. 

‘The CHamaan answered that there was 
only a difference of abut one hundred or 
one hundred and fifty tacls. 

‘Mr. Fonses asked if the Agents were 
paid five cent on all money disbursed, not 
merely on purchases only, but on wages 
also. 

The Cuamwax did not think that a 
commission was allowed on the wages. 

‘Mr. Nacnrnten said they did not receive 
any commission on the wages paid, They 
received five per cent on all other moneys 

















‘Vis, 2,344.45 
‘Ts, 2,500.00 
‘Ws, 3,000.00 
‘Ms. 1,033.37 
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disbursed, but nothing on the wages. 
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The Cuamaan added that, as a fact, 
the commission allowed to the Agents 
was very amall indeed, considering the 
work there was todo. “The total amount 
of commission the Agents received for 
tho whole year was, as Dr. Galle had 
pointed out for the last two years, only 
about Tis, 1,400 ; and there were very few 
firms, whom the Directors would like'to 
trust to do the work, would do it for 
so little remuneration. As he had said, 
money was reserved at the last meeting to 
provide for the extra amount of 500 taels 
that had been allowed, and he thought the 
Agents had well earned it,—He would like 
to know if there were any other objections 
to offer to the Report. 

‘Mr. Foroes had one thing he should like 
to suggest. It was not an objection to the 
Report, only a suggestion that he thought, 
if adopted by the Directors, might simplify 
the accounts, In the Report just issued, 
the profits for the last year were stated 
to have amounted to Tis. 8,877. These 
figures, he thought, were ‘calculated to 
‘mislead. persons—new Sharcholders especi- 
ally—who had not the old reports by them. 

“ The total amount to the credit of the Profit 
and Loss account might be stated correctly 
at Tis. 8,877, but that was not the amount 
of the profits made by the Company during 
the past year, secing that they brought 
over a balance of between 2,200 and 2,300 
taels from last year, which reduced’ the 
profits forthe presont year to about Tis. 
6400. T¢ was simply 3 matter of explan- 
ation, but it might be better to make it 
clearer in future for those persons who had 

“ not the old reports by them. 

‘The Ciaran replied that the profits 
were what was shown by the books, and 
Shareholders generally would understand 
it—they had the two reports. ‘This year 
the accounts were made out as they always 
had been, with the profits at the end of last 
year cartivd into the Profit and Loss Ac- 
count ; and if the profits for the year were 
“not avtually stated there, the Workitig Ac- 
connt showed that the works had produced 
a net pi Ns. 6,400. Butin the Work- 
ing Aci included all the extra- 
ordinary expenses that the Company had 
had during the last year, for printing and 
all sorts of things, which, if taken out 
of that Account, would make the profits 
on the works larger than they appeared at 
present. ‘There had been a’ large amount 
of extraordinary expenses during the past 
year, and they all figured in the Working 
‘Account ; but thoy were expenses that were 
not likely to ocenr again, and no doubt the 
Working Account for this year would be 
more favourable that it Was now. It 
now showed exactly what the works had 
produced, namely ls. 6,400, notwithstand- 
ing that’ all the extraordinary expenses 
were included; so that if Shareholders 
took into account these extraordinary 
expenses, they would find that the works 
had really producod more than was to be 
divided and placed to the reserve. 

Mr. Forwes did not doubt. the accuracy 
of the accounts, or the profits the works 
had produced.’ He had merely made a 

+ suggestion, and thought it would simplify 
the accounts if adopted. 

Dr. Gate then proposed— 

‘That the Report, as printed and circulated, 
bo passed. 

‘Mr. Warren seconded. 

Mr. Foxves (apparently in ignorance 
that the motion had been seconded) said 
ho would second the adoption of the R 
port, but at the same time he should like 
to ask another question with regard to 
a statement in it as to the diminu- 
tion of leakages to the very satisfactory 
amount of 5} per cent, which was very 
remarkable, as, in most companies at home, 
it averaged about 10 per cent. He would 
like to ask for an explanation as to how 
the amount of the leakages was arrived at? 

‘The Cuamnax said it was only the 
difference between the amount consumed by 


















































private individuals and by the Municipality, 
and the quantity of gas produced. 

‘Mr. Fonses said, so far as private in- 
dividuals were concerned no doubt the exact 
amount of gas that passed into consumption 
could be ascertained, but how was it in 
regard to the public lamps—how did they 
arrive at their consumption ? 

‘The Cuareman replied by certain calcu- 
lations that such lights would burn so much 
gas in a certain number of hours ; and it 
was known exactly how many hours the 
Iamps were burning, because it w: 
according to contract with the Muni 
pality, that they should burn from a 
certain time to a certain time. 

‘Mr. Fonnzs said the quantity of gS 
consumed could not be estimated in that 
way. The pressure at the works would 
vary, and more gas would be burned one 
hour than another. 

The Cuamuan said the question was a 
technical one, and he could not give a 
decided answer ; buthe had no doubt the 
Municipality would see that they got all 
the gas ‘they contracted for. 

. Forses failed to see that was a 
satisfactory way to look at the matter. It 
was an important question to deal with. 
‘The quantity of gas supplied to the public 
lamps formed an important part of the 
total consumption, and unless there was an 
exact way of arriving at it, the amount of 
the leakages could not be correctly stated. 
He believed—but he spoke under correction 
from the Chair—that public lamps on the 
French Concession were not furnished with 
what are called governors, or anything at 
all to regulate or calculate the amount of 

a8 consumed ; and it therefore seemed to 
him that it ‘was impossible, by mere 
tests now and then, to say how much 
was consumed by the public lamps in 
streets, and if so, how could they estimate 
the leakages. 

‘The Ciaran said the contract with 
the Municipality was for the lamps to burn 
acertain number of hours, and the quan- 
tity of gas consumed per hour could be 
tested. 

‘Mr. Forwes replied that 2 correct idea 
of the consumption could not be obtained 
in that way. One hour the pressure might 
be very great, and the next hour very 
small ; it Was seldom, if ever, the same. 

The Cuarsax repeated that the ques- 
tion was too technical for him to answer, 
but he had just been reminded by Mr. 
Nachtrieb that there were machines to 
estimate the exact consumption of the street 
lamps, and that whenever the Municipality 
wanted to test the supply these machines 
were applied to the lamps. He (Mr. Morel) 
thought the question was of greater interest 
to the Municipal Council than to the Share- 
holders. 
Mr. Forurs thought that the question 
interested the Shareholders as well as the 
Municipality. The Ieakages had been so 
marvellously reduced, that it was nota little 
wonderful how it had been brought about ; 
and he would like a satisfactory explanation 
as to whether 5} percent of leakage was the 
exact amount or only a mere_ estimate. 
‘He was afraid it was only an estimate, and 
that the exact figures could not be given. 

The Cuamsan said the leakages were 
smaller this year than last year ; but last 
year they were extraordinarily large. It 
would be seen that for a few years previous 
the leakages were not so large as last year. 

Mr. Forves repeated that he only 
wanted to know how the amount of 5} per 
cent was arrived at—whether it was the 
exact amount of leakage or only an 
estimate. 

The Cuamwan said that all he could 
do was to say that, according to the contract 
with the Municipal Council, the Company 
were to furnish gus during so many hours— 
gas to give a certain light. The Company 
did that, and the gas they supplied 
was tested over and over again, and 
could be tested at any moment, and 














there was no reason to suppose that the 
thing was not properly carried out, 

Mr. Fonses repeated that occasional tests 
were no criterion, inasmuch as the gas 
fluctuated in its supply. ‘The tests were 
taken at particular times, when there might 
or might not be a good pressure on, and 
were not continuous. 

The Cuarstan said, according to their 
contract with the Municipality, they had 
always to supply a certain light, equal to 
so many candles, and if they did not 
do so, no doubt the Municipal Council 
would soon complain. ‘The Company 
only charged for what they honestly 
supplied, and the only way for him to 
arrive at what was supplied, was to take the 
figures of the employés of the Company— 
those of the engineer, or any other com- 
petent man. ‘Their engineer was supposed 
to know his work, and the Directors, on 
technical matter’ of this kind, took his 
assurance as to whether it was right or not; 
and he believed that if the engineer of the 
Municipal Council had any doubts re- 
garding the correctness of the Company's 
engineer's statement, that he would point 
out to the Municipal Council what Mr. 
Forbes was now pointing out, and would 
also tell the Company's engineer that 
his Sigures were incorrect. 

Mr. D. Braxp would like to know whe- 
ther there were any means of arriving at 
the exact quantity of gas consumed in the 
public lamps. 

‘Mr. Fornes was under the belief that 
each street lamp was regulated to burn 4 
feet an hour, so that the calculation there 
would depend solely on the pressure at the 
works, What he wished to arrive at was 
this, “Unless there was some way of ari 
ing at the consumption of the public 














he |lamps on the, French Concession, by 


meters or otherwise—some way of cal- 
culating exactly each burner in the public 
streets—the figures in the Report were 
approximate only, and not exact. ‘There- 
fore, when Shareholders were told that the 
leakages were only 5} per cent, it must be 
uit down as not the exact amount of the 
Teakages, but only as nn estimate of them. 

‘The Cuarnwan repeated that the thing 
could be decided at any time, and if it was 
not perfectly correct he was sure they 
would have complaints from the Municipal 
Council. ‘Che Municipal engineer, who 
Jooked after the interests of the Municipality, 
would, beyond doubt, point out any defect 
there might be: and if the calculations 
were not correct, that it turned out the 
Chief of Works prided himself on a small 
amount of leakages when it was not so, 
they would soon hear of it officially from 
the Municipal Council. 

Mr. Fornes said he should also like to 
know what was the meaning in the Report of 
2,200 cubit metres of gas lost. He found by 
Jooking over old reports that in 1875 it was 
said that the new gasholder was in work- 
ing order, and for the same year it was 
estimated that the loss was 5,100 cubit 
metres, and in the report of 1876 it was set 
down at 2,500 cubit metres, and the 
present report showed it to be 2,200, mak- 
ing a total of 9,800 cubit metres, which, 
amounted to about Tis. 1,470. 

‘The CHarnMaN supposed it was well 
known, that when they erected a new holder 
there was always aloss of gas. The old 
meter, or holder, got into such a bad 
state that a walking-stick could be pushed 
through it. That was first repaired, and 
there was a loss of gus then. Subsequently 
the new meter was tested, and there was 
another loss; and this year it was found 
te the ot meter ae uselatt rent - 

hey were loosin; lay by day, and it 
was deemed advisable to o- ovway with it 
altogether, and in emptying it there was 
a further Toss. 

Mr. Foxves was of opinion that what 
the Chairman had stated would have a 
tendency to swell the leakage rather than 
decrease it. 
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‘The Cuarmatay said he was not prepared 
to answer Mr. Forbes’s questions more ex- 
plicitly than he had already done. They 
were technical questions, and the latter 
one introduced matters that took place 
before he had the honour of being a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors; but with 

to the loss of gas mentioned in 
the present report, it resulted from doing 
away with the old gasholder. 

Mr. Forses reminded the Chairman that 
the new gasholder had been in use two 
years. 

‘The Cuarmacay replied that it had, but 
they had been using two holders, and had 
only this year done away with the old 
one, 

Mr. Forwes thought, taking the last 
three years together, that it looked like a 
very large loss of gas in connection with the 
starting of a new gasholder. 

‘The Cuaratay did not attribute the loss 
to starting the new holder, so much as to 
the use of the old one ; and’ explained that 
if he had been aware that Mr. Forbes 
was going to ask him the techincal 
questions he had, he would have 
been prepared with the answers. He 
was not a technical man himself, and could, 
therefore, only go by the general results of 
the works ; and he believed that if Mr. 
Forbes took their figures and comy 
them with any other works in general, that 
hy would find they compared very farour- 
ably. 

‘Mr. Fornes said the figures most cor- 
tainly did compare very favourably with 
those of other works, and he wanted to know 
how it was that they compared so favour- 
ably. 

‘The Cuamsan replied that he could say 
no more than that the figures compared 
favourably, He took as good a man to do 
the work as he could get, and if he found 
the result was favourable, he concluded, not 
being a technical man’ himself, that’ the 
man was a good man. With regard to the 
future, it was perfectly plain that these 
figures as to the loss of gas would not 
appear in the reports, 

yhe discussion then closed, and the 
motion for the adoption of the Report 
was carried unanimously. 

‘The Cuareamax, in answer to a question 
by Dr. Galle, explained that previous to 
the rearrangement of the shares, there was 
a vote for every five shares, but now there 
was a vote for every three shares. 

Dr. GauE said that no doubt Share- 


























holders would remember that the Company 
was started with a small capital, and that 
it was then necessary to be as economical 
as possible. ‘The Directors had worked 
gratuitously, and devoted a good deal of 
time to the interests of the Company ; and 
now that the Company was in a better 
position and could afford it, he thought it 
was only fair that the 
receive some remuneration for their 
“services. He would therefore propose— 

‘hat each Direc 

for every mestng 

same take effect fr 
Tant year. 

Mr. Wazrer asked how often the Direc- 
tors met? 

‘The Cuarmwan replied that they met 
enerally once a month. It might be a 
litle oftener when the accounts were in 
reparation for presentation to the Share- 
Folders; but he did not think their meet- 
ings averaged more than twelve in the 
year. 

Mr. Waxser seconded Dr. Galle’s mo- 
tion, and it was carried unanimously. 

‘The Cuarmuan next proposed, and Mr. 
Youne seconded— 

That Messrs. 0. Braxor and H. Vivay 
be re-elected Auditors of the Company for 
the ensuing year. 

‘The motion was carried. 

‘The Caamaax said, according to custom, 
he had now to move— 

‘That the ; rofite of thelast year be divided 
as proposed by the Directors ia their Report, 
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and that the dividends be made payable im- 
mediately. 

‘Mr. Braxp seconded, and the motion was 
passed. 

In answer to Mr. Forses, the Chairman 
said the Directors were elected for three 
years, and they had none to appoint at 
this meeting. 

‘On the motion of Dr. Gaxtz, seconded by 
‘Mr. Ware, a vote of thanks was passed to 
the Chairman for presiding, and the meet- 
ing was thus brought to a close. 





MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council hela in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Read, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 28th January, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a.m. 

Present—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), 
A. McLeod, P. G. Hiibbe, E. H. Lavers, 
G. J. W. Cowie, J. F. Seaman, E. G. Low, 
and the Acting Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, and for publication. 

Cash Statement, for week ending 26th 
instant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Agreement with Mr, John Howes, as 
Inspector of Markets, Nuisances, and Livery 
Stables, is signed. 

Chip and Lumber Yard.—An offer of 13} 
mows of land from lots 359, 391 and 712 is 
declined, the Council having a lease of a 
piece of land for storing road materials. 

Metalling Siccawei Road.—Instractions 
are given to raise and metal the centro of 
the Siccawei Road for about 200 yards 
from the Bubbling Well road bridge. 

Budget for 1878.—Prool sheets are con- 
sidered, and 5 
Chinese Neve-Year Holidays.—Authority 
is given to close the offices on Friday, Satur- 
day and Monday, the Ist, 2nd and 4th 
February. 








Miscellaneous, 








‘Tue Cosormerctat anp Pourican Reta- 
‘mioxs oF CHINA witn THE West, IN 
HE 2xp Cextory B.C.—Sketch of 
‘Mr. T. W. Kingsmill’s paper at N. C. 
B. R. . 

‘Mr. Kingsmill commenced his paper with 

a review of the position of Asia at the end 

of the second century B.C., when Rome on 

the West and China on the East were 
striving to extend their relations political 
and commercial. By this curious com- 
bination of circumstances, it fell out that 

Mithridates II, of Parthia, found himself 

placed in communication with both powers ; 

and actually within a space of thirteen 
rears sent two embassies, one East to China 





about B.C. 105; and one West, to the 
Roman General Sulla, about B.C. 92. Two 
writers, from different standpoints, gave 
nearly ‘contemporaneous descriptions of 
Central Asia. One of these was Strabo, 
the other the Chinese Sz-ma Ts'ien. The 

per_was mainly a translation of the 
GAxkriIra chapter of the Shiki of the 
latter writer, and the author compared the 
many points where the two writers touched 
common ground. 

‘A general description of Central Asia 
from the Shi-ki followed, relating the mis- 
sion of Chang-k'ien to the Yueh-ti or 
Ephthalite, and included Ta-wan, Yarkand ; 
Kang-ku, ” Riang-kul ; the | Wu-sun, 
Asiani; Ta-hia, Tocharistan or Bactria ; 
An-sik, Parthia; Tiaou-chi, Savargia ; 
Im-ts'aili-kan, Samarkand and Shin-tuh 
Scinde, The ‘object of the mission was 
primarily to engage the Yueh-ti in a 
Teague under the suzerainty of China 
against the Turks, Hiung-nfi, then spread 
along the slopes of the Tien-shan. Failing 
in this immediate object, he persuaded the 
Emperor Wnu-ti to open up commercial 
relations with the West. At first the 
Chinese attempted to do this by way of 



























‘Yiinnan and North-eastern India, but the 
result was not unlike the expedition in 
which Margary was killed. Suecesses in 
the North-west against the Turks drew 
attention from this route to that by Lake 
Lob. The Chinese entered into negotiations 
with the Wu-sun (Asiani), and were par- 
tially successful in drawing them to their 
side, with the result that a regular caravan 
route was established, and a Chinese mis- 
sion was sent as far'as Parthia, where it 
was received with distinguished honours, 
the King despatching a general with 20,000 
men as a guard of honour to conduct it to 
the capital; and in return sending a mis- 
sion to China, where it was well received 
and féted ad libitum. At this time, we are 
informed, caravans regularly passed’ end 
repassed between China and the couatrics 
lying to the North-west; and even. from 
places far to the West of Yarkand, such 
as Hwan-ts'un, Khorasmia; Kiao-t'sze, 
Arachosia, and An-jan, Ariana (Herat). 
Incidentally the Chinese writer described 
the Aryan inhabitants of these rogions, 
their blue eyes and long beards, and 
the respect they paid to their women, 
as well as the similarity of their languages, 
He also described the introduction of 
the grape and lucerne into China by tho 
envoys, and their successful cultivation 
in China; and the reader pointed out 
the curious fact that, with the exception 
of a few coins in the museums of Europe, 
the Chinese words for grapes (p'u-tao-ts20) 
and lucerne (mu-suk) were the sole remains 
of the Greek occupation of Bactria now 
extant, p’u-tao-tsze being bat the fransorip- 
tion of the Greek botrus, and mu-suk of the 
medik-é botané of Strabo. 

By degrees, from one cause orother, the 
people of Central Asia commenced to tire 
of the Chineso caravans, and Pa-wan insti. 
fated. a plot to attack and kill the leaders, 

"he Emperor was indignant at the insult, 
and fitted out an expedition—badly found, 
however. It got as far as Lake Lob, but 
the people were unfriendly and refused to 
give it supplies, while it was not sufficiently 
numerous to enforce its orders. After an 
absence of two years its remains, scarcely 
more than a tenth of its number at starting, 
returned nearly starved to Tunhwang. Not 
to be discouraged, the Emperor determined 
or sending another force to punish the 
recalcitrant city. By almost incredible 
exertions, including the emptying of the 
prisons of the Empire, an advanced force 
of 60,000 men, with reserves of 180,000, was 
collected and provisioned. It made a 
successful march on Yarkand, and, after a 
siege of 40 days, captured the outer city. 
‘The garrison in the inner city then offered 
terms, which were accepted; and the Chinese 
army, apprehensive of a fate similar to 
what had befallen its prodecessor, shortly 
afterwards set out for home, on the road 
suffering some severe losses from desultory 
attacks. Thus ended the first expedition 
of the Chinese to Central Asia, which has 
left in the pages of the Shi-ki a contem- 
porary record of the condition of Central 
Asia in the Augustan age, of great interest, 

















THE PROPOSED CHINESE MINING CoMPaNY. 

‘The Shén Pao has recently published the 
full text of the interesting reports from Mr. 
‘Tong King-sing to the Grand Secretary Li 
‘Hung-chang, upon the capabilities ,of the 
coal and iron districts to the North-west of 
Tientsin, which were inspected by him in 
October last, in company with Mr. Morris, 
amining engineer. We have already re- 
printed some extract translations, from the 

yhina Mail; but-a connected summary of 
the pamphlet will not be without interest 
to many of our readers 

The first paper gives a general report of 
his visit. He left Tientsm on the 24th 
October in a small steamer for Peh-Vang 


ak iB where he found a good anchorage, 








with as great a depth of water as at Taku, 
On the second day he reached Lu-l’ai, a 
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town of some importance about 30 miles 
up the Peh-Vang river. Here he left his 
boat and struck inland, halting the first 
night at a village called Wang-lan, near to 
which is a river communicating with the 
sea, ‘This river takes its rise some 14 miles 
above K’ai-p'ing ij 3S, s small town 
situated in the heart of the mining distri 
There is a fair depth of water as far as 
ping, but the river is so tortuous 








its 
course, and spanned by so many bridges 
as to render navigation difficult. 

On the second day after leaving Lut'ai, 
he reached the town of K’ai-p'ing above 
mentioned, and during the three follow- 





ing days was en: in surveying the 
neighbourhood within a radius of eight or 
ton miles, im search of goal and iron cre, 
‘The result was encouraging ; specimens o 
coal and iron ore were collected and sub- 
jected to analysis, the details of which are 
given in a separate report, to which we 
shall refer later on, 

Section 2 treats of the general features 
of the country. He remarks that in the 
porthern portion of this district,  eon- 
tinuous chain of hills runs from west to 
east for a distance of nearly twenty miles. 
At the foot of this range, and close toi 
there is a chain of low hills running parallel 
to it, which doubtless at some remote 
period formed part of the base of the larger 
range. In the smaller range, iron was 
found; while the space between the low 
hills and the higher ones is full of coal 
mines. These latter have been in existence 
since the time of the Ming dynasty, and 
tho country is covered with the traces 
of old workings, while some scores of 





pits are still inactive work. He descended 
some of mg 3, and found in some places 
that they had been sunk in a solid bed of 


coal ; in others the seam appeared on one 
side only. Pieces of coal were lying about 
in all directions on the surface, affording 
ample proof of its abundance. He was 
informed by the miners that in no single 
instance had they reached the bottom ‘a 
seam, from which it may be inferred that 
there is plenty of it, underground.—Here 
follows an explanation of the origin of 








coal, with an illustration of the reason | P 


why it should be better the deoper it is 
worked. He was told by Mr, Morris that 
only one description of coal was worked in 
the district, of which he estimated there 
were at least sixty milliontons. In foreign 
countries one description of coal is never 
found alone, and although the miners were 
unaware of the existence of other kinds, 

Morris was of opinion that it would 
bo found that they existed in still larger 
quantities 

Section 3 describes the working of the 
mines by the natives. All the mines are 
private property, and worked by private 
individuals. ‘The pits are from seven to 
eight fect in diameter, with a depth 
varying from sixty to one hundred and 
sixty feet. ‘They are cut in an oblique 
direction, and the sides shored up 
with wood every four or five feet. ‘The 
miners dig on till they get to water, and 
then their troubles begin. They do not 





know how to pump out the water, and the | Fa, 


Workings got clogged with mud tl, finally, 
they have to be abandoned altogether. 
This is not the only difficulty to be 
contended against. They lose the run 
of the seam, and cannot recover it ; 
the sides of the pit fall in; foul air 
accumulates, or the workings catch fire, 
all of which possibilities render mining a 
dangerous employment. Profits, too, are 
extremely small. A picul of coal at the 
pit's mouth is worth one mace five or six, 
and broken coal about a mace ; while one 
man cannot dig more than five or six hun- 
red catties a day, from which it may be 
seen that mining is nota very profitable 
speculation. 

Section 4 contains an explanation of 
the foreign system of working mines, 





He then turns (Section 5) to the iron 
producing capabilities of the district. At 
Féng shan fi [I] near to K’ai-p'ing, the 
iron runs in a line following the base of the 
hills for adistance of about fifteen miles, 
showing above the surface in some places, 
in others lying below it. Sometimes it is 
found in a single vein, in some places there 
are two distinct veins. These veins or 
strata are from 40 to 50 ch’ih (feet) in 
width, and of an unknown thickness. By 
the side of the iron ore, limestone is to be 
found, and below the iron is also coal ; a 
remarkable instance of the economy of 
nature in her provisions for the benefit 
and profit of mankind. For, to smelt a 
icul of iron ore, 70 catties of lime and 
BMplculs of coal are required ; if these 
are not found in proximity, transport 
adds greatly to the cost of production. 
Tho natives appear to bo. morant, of 
the properties of iron ore, although it is 
lying about all around them, and have no 
idea of the proper way to smelt it ; in fact, 
there is really only one proper method of 
smelting it, and that is by the foreign plan 
with foreign machinery. There are no 
graves about Féng-shan, and the country is 
sparsely populated, the only inhabitants 
being miners. ‘The mines are the property 
of private individuals, who would be only 
too glad to part with them. The land 
belongs partly to Government and partly 
to private individuals, who are quite ready 
to dispose of so barren a soil. 

Three specimens of iron ore were col- 
lected. A red ore (specular?), an ore of a 
brownish hue (ochry ted ore?), and a yel- 
low ore with blueish black ‘spots (iron 
pyrites?). The first kind was taken from 
the stony soil at the base of the hills ; 
second from the hill side; and the third 
from the top of the hills. Each specimen 
‘apparently contained about three-tenths of 
metal. 

Section 6 is an estimate of the cost 
of working the Féng-shan iron in the 
foreign way. The following are the figures 
given :— 












For smelting a pical of iron :— zu, m, « 
Lime, 70 catties, cost . 007 
Coal,’ 300 catties, . 030 

10 


a 47 
or, say, one ton of iron can be produced at 
acost of Tls. 8, In England, iron costs at 
the pit’s mouth from Ts. 10 to 12 per ton. 

‘Add to this the price of coal for smelting, 
about 5 mace per picul of iron, thus rais- 
ing the cost of production to about Tl. 1 
per picul. The price of iron in China is 
at present about Tis. 2.2 per picul. A 
smelting furnace will smelt 600 tons a 
month. If prepared iron be worked at the 
same furnace, the outturn will be one mil- 
lion catties (or, say, a little over 400 tons). 

Section 6 is followed by a comparative 
statement of the value of K’ai-ping coal 
(Section 7). The coal is light and loose, 





burning greatly to ash, for which reason 
steamers Visiting Tientsin will not burn it. 
English coal costa at Shang. 

ai 








45" to” Tis. 5 


Tis. Ed 
K’ai-p'ing coal would probably conimand 


Taiwan, 


Taiwan coal prices. 

K’ai-p'ing coal sells on the spot. for 
Tis. 0.1.6 per picul, or Tis. 2.7. per ton. 
‘The cost of cartage per ton to Lut’ai would 
be 200 odd large casa per picul, or Tis. 2.2 
per ton. The freight by boat from Lut’ai 
to Tienisin is estimated at Tis. 0.5. per ton, 
and coolie hire at Tientsin is put down at 
Tis. 0.2, This gives the following figures — 


Price of coal at pit’s mouth. 
Ce Lua. 




















Steamers purchasing coal 

| Have to pay a duty per ton of. 7 

‘Aad coolle hiro 1 
This gives a total of......Tls. 6 4 





It is hardly strange, therefore, that 
steamers will not use it. 

Now, suppose the coal were worked by 
the foreign method, the following woul 
be the figures -— 


Price at pit’s mouth. 
Expenses as above, 





This would reduce the price al 
which it could be put on board 7 
ship to 


‘Tho coal might find purchasers for 
local consumption at this rate, but it 
could not compete with foreign coal in 
Shanghai ; for 1 Tael odd per ton has still 
to be added for freight to Shanghai and 
porterage ; this does not include duty and 
godown rent, of mace 6; which would 
raise the cost to over Taels 6, Even if, as 
on Taiwan coal, a duty of one mace por 
ton only were to be levied, the cost of lay- 
ing it down in Shanghai would still be 
‘Dis. 5.5. This does not provide for a diffi- 
culty which working the mines on the Eu- 
ropean principle would still entail, viz: 
want of means of transport. An outturn 
of from 5,000 to 6,000 piculs a day would 
require 300 large ‘carts to carry it away. 
Not only are there not so many forthcom- 
ing, but a demand for them would raise 
tho’ cost of cartage. Hence it is apparent 
that ls. 5.5 is a low estimate of the cost 


‘the | of laying down the coal at Shanghai. 





Now, suppose a line of rallay wero lid 
down from K’aip'ing to Lut'ai, The figures 
would then be : 


Coal at pit’s mouth, 








Railway carriage. 11 
Freight to Shang 110 
Loading and dischay 40 
Half duty export and i 15 
Brokerage at Shangh: 20 
Godown rent 10 





‘This would permit of coals being laid 
down at Shanghai at, say, Tis. 40 per ton, 
which would not only enable the coal to hold 
its own against foreign coal, but yield a 
profit of mice 6. Suppote 150,000 tons were 
produced a year, the profit would then be 
‘ls. 75,000. 

If, therefore, it be a desideratum to drive 
foreign coal out of the market, and at the 
same time to give to the steamers of the 
China Merchant's Co. return freights 
amounting to Tis. 100,000, it can only be 
effected by the adoption of a railroad. 

Having explained that a railway is 
essential to the profitable working of the 
mines, Mr. Tong-king-sing proceeds to sub- 
mit an estimate of the probable cost of the 
line required. It should run from K’ai- 
piing to the mouth of the Chien river 
FAT FP, & distance of 100 Li. (about 36 
miles). 

‘The following are his figures — 
Purchase of land, 18 mow for each li 

als. 10, cost for 100 
Ballast for each li a Tis. 450, cost 

for 100 li 
Bridges over roads (?) 
Watch towers, é&c. .. 
‘Machinery, trucks, and cars, 
‘Wood work (sleepers?) perli, Tis. 500 

cost for 100 li 50,000 
Iron work (rails) per li, Ts. 2,000 200,000 
Labour per li, Tis. 100. 10,000 
Stone work per li, Tis. 250, 
Construction of wharves 
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Estimating the carriage of coal on 

+ this line at 15,000 tons per 

annum, asavingoncartagefrom 

Kai-p'ing to Lut’ai would be 

made of i" 

Deduct half this amount as the 
cost of freight to Shanghai 








And there will be an actual s: 
ing of, say 

Again, estimate 
saving on the cartage of 
200,000 piculs of iron at... 





the annual 





And a total saving is shown of... 190,000 

‘Thus, it is manifest that, reckoning in 
round numbers, in two years the line will 
clear itself. 

‘The annual trafic and passenger receipts 
will just meet expenses on account of rent, 
Inbour, ce. ‘The above figures are based 
upon the present ruling ‘at Shanghai 
of Taiwan coal (Tis. 4.5 per ton), and iron 
(Tis. 2 per picul) ; any increase on these 
quotations will, of course, yield larger 
returns, 

Section 9 deals with estimates of the cost 
of working iron. 

Chinese do not make much use of cast 
iron. Arsenals and artificers in iron 
employ chiefly wrought iron. Two sets of 
smelting furnaces for cast iron would turn 
out 600 tons per month, ‘Twenty furnaces 
for wrought iron would produce 1,000,000 
catties per month. The furnaces would 
cost, inclusive of freight and insurance, 
'Tls.’200,000. The probable cost of con- 
veyance of these furnaces to K: 
setting them up, and erection of buil 
welling houses, &c., would raise the esti- 
mate to Tis. 300,000. They would produce 
annually 120,000 piculs of wrought iron, 
‘value, ab present rates, 260,000 odd. 
‘The out-turn of cast iron would be 7,200 
tons, value, at present rates, Tis. 140,000 ; 
or, the out-turn of the furnaces would 
amount together to 














‘Ts. 


Wrought iron 
Cast iron .. 





Deduct from the above, 








Iabour and capital ‘Tis. 180,000 
Wages of Chinese and 

foreign workmen and 

Superintendents, with 

maintenance. 30,000 
Duties . 30,000 
Freight, porterage, and 

godown rent 40,000 





This leaves a balance of ‘ls. 





Plant for coal mine: 
sheds for storage, with wages of foreigners, 
and purchase of many necessary appliances, 
would entail altogetier an expenditure of 
‘Tis. 100,000, “As, however, has been 
already shown, to work the coal at a profit, 
a railway must be constructed, and to 
construct a railway, iron must be procured. 
Iron and coal are inseparable, and should 
bo worked together. ‘The following esti- 
mate is therefore arrived at — 

‘Ts. 


Purchase of plant for working coal 
and iron .. 400,000 
Railway, asby estimates given above 400,000 


‘otal Tis.... 800,000 








These. are large figures, and it will not 
be easy to raise so great a sum ; it is there- 
fore proposed to proceed by degrees. An 
immediate call of Tis. 300,000° might be 
made, which will be devoted to the pur- 
chase of plant. The first call should be 
followed during the succeeding year by a 
second for asimilar amount, which might 
be made to suffice for the purchase of land, 
construction of a railway, and the initi- 
ation of coal mining and’ smelting oper- 
ations. The railway once completed, will 


in a year yield a profit of 
Add profit on coal.. 
» Tron 








Hence, in two years, the profits would 
cover the original outlay, aud afterwards 
an annual income would be made of more 
than Taels 300,000. 

(Note.—These last figures are somewhat 
ambiguous. It is first stated that Tis. 
800,000 will be required, and immediately 
afterwards it is proposed to undertake 
operations with a capital of ls. 600,000 
only). 

AS operations involving so large an out- 
lay should not be entered upon without 
great caution, specimens of the iron have 
been sent abroad to be analysed. If they 
shonld be found to reach a standard of 
forty or fifty per cent., machinery should be 
purchased. Mr. Tong King-sing awaits 
the report on the quality of the iron before 

ing any suguestions as to the advisabi- 
y vf leaving the execution of his scheme 
in the hands of the Government, or vest- 
ing it in a company. 

“Phis closes the first Report. 

Paper II is, like the preceding one, 
divided into various sections, the first 
of which embodies an analysis of the 
different specimens of coal and iron 
gathered at K’ai-p'ing. These are found 
to be of inferior quality to the best 
kinds of English coal and iron, but to 
compare so favourably with the medium 
qualities as to warrant their being worked. 
Mr. Tong King-sing is of opinion, however, 
that the responsibility and charge of #0 
great an undertaking should be entrusted 
to competent agents, whose authority 
should be absolute and undivided, economy 
and caution being the two great principles 
to which chief prominence must be given. 

Section 1 is followed by a series of short 
essays or arguments, pointing out the im- 
mense advantages to be derived by the 
adoption of the scheme proposed. 

In No. 1 it is shown that Great Britain 

produces annually 3,412,000,000 tons of 
Coal and 6,000,000 tons of iron, which, dis- 
tributed over 'a population of 33,000,000 
gives a income of more than’ ‘Tis. 10 
per head.” China derives no such income 
from her natural resources, although her 
population and area is ten times greater 
than that of Great Britain; but, on the 
contrary, pays away annually between six 
and seven million taels in the purchase of 
foreign coal. In China, reeds, stalks, and 
timber are chiefly used for fuel. One ‘picul 
of coal is equivalent to several piculs of 
wood, and is much cheaper ; a statement 
that is easily proved by the fact that coal, 
and not wood, is used for fuel in England. 
Cheapness of fuel means so much the more 
into the pocket of the poor man. The 
smaller the consumption of firewood, the 
cheaper and more plentiful timber becomes. 
‘Hence, production of coal in China will, in 
time, do away with the necessity for pur- 
chasing foreign timber, another outlet for 
Chinese capital. 

No. 2 is a justification of the anticipa- 
tions that are formed of the success of the 
mining scheme. 

In “commencing mining operations, 
whether in coal or iron, four conditions 
have to be considered :— 































































4.—Deans of transport, 

‘Ten years ago the annual out-tun of coal 
in England was only several million tons ; 
it has now reached the enormous figure of 
130,000,000 tons. ‘The best coal realises 
‘Tis. 2.3; medium quality, Tis. 1.8 ; inferior 
quality, Tis. 1.3 ; and at these prices profits 
are large, for a miner’s wages are 8 mace a 
day, and one man can raise daily 5 tons. 

‘Tron sells just now in England at the pit’s 





mouth for Tis. 2.3 per picul, best yuality ; 
medium quality for "Tis.’1.7; taferior 








quality for Tis. 1.3. Steel fetches from 
‘Ts. 30 to Tis. 180 per ton. The cost of 
labour is now so heavy that little or no 
profits are made, and many workings are 
closed. Hence it may be concluded that 
there will be no further rise in prices. 
-piing coal, though not of the best 
ality, is free from sulphur and other 
eleterions substances. The specimens 
analysed were gathered from the surface, 
and it may reasonably be inferred that the 
deeper eval will be inuch better. Granted 
that it will only command the same prices 
as inferior English coal, a fair ma 
profit will still be ‘obtained. Native 
miners can be engayed at one mace odd 
1; put down each man's average 
two tons aday, and the cost of pro- 
1 would even then be half that of 
English 

‘The iron’ compares favourably with 
inferior British iron, and even if it will nob 
produce stev}, will command English prices 
and yield a large profit. Chinese labour is 
cheap, and lime, eval, and chareos!, for 
smelting purposes, are procurable on the 
spot. A picul of wrought iron will cost to 
produce about ‘Tis. 1; and if, as foreign 
experts declare, it will come up to medium 
English iron, and produce the inferior 
quality of steel, Inge profits will be made. 

As regards.quantity, this must be deter- 
mined by experts. 

Arrangements have been made to engage 
a mining expert from England at a sala 
of £1,000 sterling per annum, who wi 
start Tor China immediately if telegraphed 


for. 

‘Transport.—Lu-t'ai is 120 li, or about 45 
miles, from K’aip'ing, with’ which it is 
connected by a good road. Cartage would 
cost about 200 cash per picul, and even 
were porters to be employed, a profit would 
be made. For large profits, however, a 
railway is required. It is easy to extract 
the coal, but what is wanted is the means 
of securing a constant issue ; this ean only 
be obtained by means of a tramway such 
as exists in Formosa, which would further 
serve to convey smelting machinery and 
other heavy. plant. 

No. 3 deals with estimates of the cost of 
the production of coal, and is for the miost 
part a repetition of figures earlier given, 
‘The paper concludes with a statement that 
a boring inachine has already been pur- 
chased, and suggests that a foreigner be 
engaged at a salary of £400 per annum to 
employ this machine in testing the coal 
districts, with a view to discovering the 
depth of the coal scams, the nature of the 
Jower strata of soil, the depth at which 
water is found, &e., & 

No. 4 deals with estimates of the cost of 
the production of iron, and, like the fore- 
going, goes over much old ‘ground, ‘The 
conclusion arrived at is, briefly, the fullow- 
ing — 

‘To erect smelting furnaces and construct 
a small railway a few Ui in length, a capital 
would be required of Tis. 300,000. With 
these appliances, the out-turn of iron would 
be 15,000,000 Ibs., which, after deducting 
cost of coal and labour, would yield a not 
profit of mace 4 or 5 per picul, or, say, an 
annual profit of Ts. 60,000 to ‘Tis.’ 70,000. 
‘This, supposing the iron to realise only the 
same price as inferior British iron. Should 
the iron be equal to medium British, or 
were a railway constructed to carry it off, 
profits would be proportionately greater. 

In reply to these representations, the 
Grand Secretary Li concedes the perminsion 
applied for, under the authority of an Imn- 
perial Decteo of June, 1875, sanctioning 


the opening of mines at Tz’u-chow HU Jf, 


and in Formosa. The Ty’u-chow mining 
scheme fell through in consequence of the 
difficulties in the matter of transport that 
resented themselves. ‘The Formosa mines, 
jowever, have been worked with such 
success as to warrant the commencement 
of similar operations in Chihli, The 














































































mining engineer engaged by Mr. Hart to 
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survey the coal districts at Wu Siieh GRFC 


should be directed to proceed to K’ai-p'ing, 
and his powers put to the test. If he proves 
unequal to the duties that are required of 
him, other experts should be engaged to 
take his place. 

xr Taotai of Tientsin called Ting, 
ing a Provincial Judgeship, and 
Li, the present Taotai of Tientsin, are 
‘called upon to associate themselves ‘with 
Tong King-sing. ‘The three are to form a 
cominittee for the organisation of a financial 
scheme, and the arrangement of all pre- 
Timinaries. 

Tt would be tedious to follow in all their 
details the voluminous reports of these 
officers, which occupy many pages of the 
prospectus from which the Shén Pao 
obtains the papers it publishes ; it will be 
enongh to summarise the conclusions at 
which they arrive. These are, in brief, that 
a company should be formed under the 
following regulations :— 

‘The Company shall be styled the K’ai 


pling kung we chit Bl AP BE IS J, 


and shall have exclusively for its object 
the working of the coal and iron in Kai- 
pling and the neighbourhood, with the pre- 
paration of iron, cast and wrought. 

‘The capital shall consist of Tis. 800,000, 
divided into shares of ‘Ts. 100 cach, any 
number from, one to a thousand being 
allotted toasingle applicant. Onapplication 
a sum of Tis. 10 per share shall be paid 
down, and a receipt shall be given for the 
number of shares secured. A further call 
of Tis. 40 shall be made in February, 1878 
(the commencement of the Chinese year), 
and plant and machinery will then be pur- 
chased. The remaining Tis. 50 shall be 
payablo in May, 1878, when the receipts for 
the first and ‘second payments shall be 
called in, and proper serip issued. 

‘One coal mine shall first be opened, and 
two smelting furnaces for cast-iron, with 
twenty or thirty wrought-iron furnaces, 
erected, as well as hammers, and machines 
for drawing iron bars. 

The whole outlay, which is to include 
purchase of land, erection of buildings, 
and construction of railroad, shall not 
exceed ‘Tis, 800,000. Should the scheme 
hereafter prove ‘profitable, more shaves, to 
tho extent of Ts. 200,000, shall be issued, 
raising the capital of the Company to 
‘Tis. 1,000,000. It shall not exceed this 
amount. 

It shall be understood that holders of 
original shares shall have the first refusal 
new shares put on the market. 

The management and direction of the 
Company shall, in the first instance, be 
vested in the Committee. When operations 
have commenced, they shall be at liberty 
‘to recominend the appointment, as coad- 
jutors, of any employés whom they find 
to be able and competent, ‘These shall sue- 
ceed ineinbers of the committee (in the 
event of the retirement of tho latter, or 
their removal to other ports) in the direc- 
tion and management of the affairs of the 
Company. 

The Company, although under official 





























superintendence, shall be purely a com-' 


mercial undertaking and shall be conducted 
‘on commercial principles. ‘The employés in 
the higher branches shall be selected from 
amongst the shareholders. No officials 
shall ‘be appointed in addition to those 
Already delogated, nor shall Government 
clerks and such-like be employed. A daily 
record book shall be kept, and accounts 





made up monthly and yearly. The yearly 
dccounts shall be published, and a copy 
Famished to each shareholder. 


‘Phe annual profits of the Company shall 
be divided in the following manner :— 

A fixed dividend of ten percent. on each 
share shall first be paid. 

One-fifth of the remaining profits shall 
be distributed .as a bonus amongst the 
employés of the Company. The balance 
shall go to the shareholders. 


The Superintendents and workmen in 
the employ of the Company shall have fixed 
salaries allotted to them. ‘These shall be 

iid monthly, and no transfers of salary 

m one to another shall be made nor 
advances granted. Accurate accounts of 
all expenditure shall be kept, and all pay 
ments of the nature of donations, compli- 
mentary dowceurs, and the like, will be 
disallowed. 

Holders of shares to the value of 
‘Tis. 10,000 shall have the privilege of ap- 
pointing a working superintendent, whose 
functions, emolument, &e., shall be deter- 
mined by the management. He shall be 
liable to dismissal for incompetence or 
insubordination, but his patron shall be 
invited to appoint another representative. 
Godowns shall be erected at K’ai-p'ing and 
Lu-t'ai, for the storage of coal and iron. At 
‘Tientsin the godowns of the China Merch- 
ants’ Company shall be hired at a rental 
hereafter to be fixed. 

All coal and iron shall be sold at 
market rates, but the China M- scuants’ 
Company and the Arsenals shall have the 
right to purchase what they require before 
any is put on the market. ‘The Company 
shall report to the proper authority when- 
ever mines are opened on Government land, 
and the proper taxes shall be paid. Where 
land owned by private individuals is re- 
quired, it shall be purchased at the proper 
price, 

Al coal and iron shall pay inland duty, 
and, similarly, the usual duty shall be paid 
on that which is exported for sale. A lekin 
uty of 5 candareens per picul shail be paid 
on wrought iron, and 3 candareens per 
picul on cast iron ; on coal the lekin shall be 
1 candareen per picul 

‘The above suggestions were submitted to 
the Governor-General, who replies at some 
length, accepting, with a few slight moditi- 
cations, the regulations drawn up by the 
Committee. 

‘A form of scrip was then prepared, and 
prospectus issued, from which the ‘fore- 
going summary is taken, 

‘The various branches of the China Mer- 
chants’ Steam Navigation Company are 
authorised to receive payment and applica- 
tion for shares. 

























WRECK OF THE “ KIANG-CHANG.” 

A marked exemplification of the old 
adaye that * misfortunes never come singly” 
has just been afforded the China Merchants’ 
Steam Navigation Company in the wreck 
of their river steamer Kiang-chang (Inte 
Scechwen) following within a few days of the 
Joss of the Housang, already announced in 
ourcolumns. Itwas, indeed, whilean investi- 
gation into the circumstances of the loss of 
the Hovsang was taking place, that the 
news of the wreck of the Kiang-chang 
arrived. She left Shanghai at daylight on 
the Ist inst. for Hankow, under the com- 
mand of Captain Friend, and made a favour- 
able passage until beyond Kiukiang. 
Between four and five o'clock on Monday 
morning the 4th inst., when, as we under- 
stand, there was nothing exceptional in the 
weather, she struck heavily on the rocks 
off Porpoise Bluff, down on the chart as 
the Hen and Chicken Rocks ; and it was 
at once apparent that the damage she had 
sustained was too great her afloat for 








it to keep 
any great lengthof time. All efforts werecon- 
sequently directed to saving life. The boats 
were lowered, and the crew and passengers, 
numbering altogether about 80persons, were 
transferred from the steamer to the South 
Bank. ‘This work was vigorously pro- 
secuted, much to the credit of the Captain 
and his officers; otherwise many. lives 
would doubtless’ have been sacrificed ; 





for about twenty minutes after the 
steamer first struck the rock, the fore 
part of the vessel settled below the 
‘water; and forty minutes afterwards her 
stern went down also, and nothing then 
remained visible but her masts, smok- 
ing stack, walking beam, and a portion 


of the upper deck. At this time it was 
thought that all persons on board had been 
saved, and a house was taken on shore for 
their accommodation. Subsequently, how- 
ever, it was found that the  firemen’s 
cook, a native, was missing; and it is 
supposed that he was drowned in his 
eagerness to save his own personal effects, 
or that the galley door was forced to 
by the water and prevented his escape 
with the remainder of the crew. This, 80 
far as we could hastily gather yesterday 

afternoon, is briefly the account of the total 

wreck of one of the largest and newest 
steamers running on the river. 

Immediately on the occurrence taking 
place, Captain Friend despatched a mes- 
senger to Hankow for assistance. The 
Company's steamer Kiangching, Captain 
Paul, wasin port at the time the messenger 
arrived, and at once steamed down to the 
wreck, arriving there about eleven o'clock 
the same night, Measures were then taken 
to salve as much of the cargo of the Kiang- 
chang as could be reached ; but it was im- 
possible to make much progress, and though 
the operations were continued until three 
o'clock the following afternoon, very little 
cargo was saved, Howerer, being Chinese 
New-Year holidays, the ill-fated vessel had 
only a little over one thousand packages of 
cargo on board, and her treasure hold was 
empty ; so the loss in this respect will not 
be so great as it doubtless would have been 
at any other season of the year. 

Having done her best to save the cargo, 
the Kiangching returned to Hankow with 
the wrecked crow and passengers, a boat's 
crew being left in charge of the wreck, 
She stayed there until 4.25 a.m. on the 
10th, when she left for Shanghai with 
Captain Friend and his officers on board. 
‘They arrived here yesterday about half-past 
two o'clock in the afternoon, and in an 
incredibly short space of time exaggerated 
news of the disaster spread throughout: 
the Settlement, one account being that the 
Kiangchang had not gone to the bottom, 
but had been blown to atoms by the explo- 
sion of her boilers. 

‘That the vessel is a total wreck is beyond 
adonbt. She was the last new vessel added 
to the fleet of the Shanghai Steam Naviga- 
tion Company, and had only made a few 
trips at the time of the transfer to the 
China Merchants’Company. She was looked. 
upon as one of the finest vessels running 
up the river, and her loss, coming so close 
on that of the Howsaug, is severe upon 
the Insweance Society. 

The place of the wreck is where the 
Confucius was lost in 1869, if we remember 
rightly, and the new wreck is described as 
being on the top of old one. 




















Amusements. 





AMOY RACES 
First Day. 


* Wednesday, 16th Jannary, 1878. 

We enjoyed beautiful weather at the 
races. The sky was just sufiiciently clouded 
over to make it pleasant without being too 
cold. A fair sprinkling of Indies graced the 





Stand, and the Band of the U.S.S. Tennessee 
discoursed sweet music on the first two 
days. 


1.—Tae Gaiveix PLate.—A Sweepstake of 
$10 each with $100 added. Oue mile. For the 
Grif imported by the Amoy Race Club. 
Weights as per scale. 

Mr. Godfrey's dun Vagabond 10st 121 
Mohawk’s grey Torchlight 11st lbs 
eye's grey Presto 10st 12lb: 

3 Vincent's grey Makeshift Ist 1b 
1» Brace’s black Sayyid 11st 4lbs 

‘With the usual Amoy punctuality, the first 
race was not started until at least an hour 
after the saddling bell had rung. Only five 












er rerciey 








ponies appeared, and were got away after 
bne false start.’ Torchlighé and Presto took 


the lead, with Sayyid well up, but Vagabond 
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Gasette. 








came up in the last quarter of a mile and 
beating Forchlight in the straight, won by 
I} lengths, Torehlight second, and Presto a 
bad third.’ ‘Time, 2m. 16s. 
2.—Crarer Cop—Presented. Value $— 
‘mile, For all Ponies. Weights per as scale. 
atranice 
‘Mr. Enem’s grey Temptation 1st 1b 1 
Micawber’s grey Scud 10st 91b.. 
Mohawk’s er. Jambarree (Inte Kajiolay) 
10st Obs. 
Only three ponies started. Scud being 
the favourite. Temptation and Scud went 
away with a rush and raced neck and neck 
to the straight, when Temptation gamely 
answered to his rider's call and won by a 
head.  Jambarree, whose distance had 
evidently been mistaken, a bad third. 
Time, 63) 
‘Tur Coxsutar Curp—Presented, Value 
th entries added. ‘Two mi 



























oy Be 

‘Again only three ponies came to the p 
and after a good even start, Fei Yen took 
the lead with Jorkins close behind. Jorkins 
‘came up in the second half mile, and they 
passed the Stand together. Jorkins then 
drew ahewd, and steadily increasing his lead, 
won by about half a distance hands down. 
Shark pulled up. ° Time, 4m. 52s. 

4.Tue Hack Sraxes—Value $50. Once 
round and a distance. For all Ponies not 
otherwise entered at this meeting. We 
12 stone for 13 hands 2 inches, gi 
taking 3ibs, for every inch above or helow. 
Entrance 35, Winners of any Race at previ- 
ous. meetings, except Hack or Consolation, 
excluted. 
Mr. Proseye's black Teviot Lint Sts 
if 3. Head's black Sweep Lat Lat 
js Cross's grey Ranscombe 12st Olb 
jo lver's grey Puck Ust 8the : 
Teviot took the lead and kept, it winning 
bya length, Sweep taking second place from 
Ranscombe by a nos 
he Cuaa-szz Cup—Value $150. 
quarters of a mile. For all Ponies. 

le, Entrance $5. 
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dun Braes o' Mur List 4il 

‘i "s grey Grey Savage Lat IIb... 
"Four started, After a little trouble with 

Grey Sacage and one false start, they got 

away well together. Riral took the lead, but 

‘Temptation came up at the wall and won by 

a good three lengths; a length between 

second and third. ‘Time, 1m. 42s. 

6.—Twe CaLgpoxtan Cur — Presented. 

Value, $300. 1) miles, For all Ponies. 

Weights as per scale, Entrance $5. ‘To be 

won two consecutive years by a Pony or 

Ponies the bond fide property of the eame 

owner or owners. 

Mr. E. Pye's grey Scamp 10st 91bs 1 
» Gratton’s grey Santa Claus Ust Lib 
3) B.S. Head’s grey Wyresdale 10st 12lbs 3 
to, Vincent's grey Mukeshife Let 11D 0 

‘Four came to the post. Santa Claus took 
the lead immediately the flag fell, Scamp 
close behind and Wyresdale and Makeshift 
tailing off. In the last half milo, Scamp 
passed Santa Claus at the butts, and won by 

B good two lengths. Iyresdalca bad third. 

Time, 3m. 30s. 

7.—Tue Taxsur Cur—Presented. Value 

ile, For China 

ye of entry. 
pee scale. Entrance $5. 

jan Vagabond 10st 12ibs 


















Mohawk’s grey: Torehlight 1Lat lbs 
i 


ber's white Hard Times Let lib 3 


° 
Brice’s Disek Sayyid List lbs. 
'A field of five. Sayyid rashed away with 
the lead, but Hurd Times soon caught him 
at the wall. Torchlight came up and looked 
like winning, but his enemy of the Griffin 
Plate passed him in the straight and won 
by ashort half length. ‘Time, Im. 40s. 
8.—Tar Coast Cur—Presented. Value $—. 
1} miles. For all Ponies, Weights as per 
scale, Winner of Consular or Caledonian 












Caps, 101 
Entrance $5. 
Mr. Micawber’s grey Scud 10st Olb: 
Enem’s grey Speck 10st 121: 
Mohawk’s er. Jambarree 10st Sis. 
3 EB. Pye’s dun Outcast st ibs 
3 Gratton’'s grey Santa Claus Lst lb 
‘Again five competitors appeared. Jam- 
barree went away with the lead, and kept it 
until the last round, when the ‘whole field 





extra, if of both I4lbs. extra, 















coun 


3] came up together. Scud and Specl: gradually 


drew ahead, the former eventually winning 
by half a head, with Jambarree 13 lengths 
behind Speck. ” Time, 2m. 55s. 
Secoxp Day. 
Thursday, Vik January, 1878. 
1,—Tue Srewarps’ Cur— Value $100. 
Halfa-mile. For all Pouies, Weights as per 
scale. Winners of Claret or Chas-aze Cap, 
Ldlbs, extra, if of any other Race Tbs. extra, 
Penalties not accumulative. Entrance $5. 
Mr, E. Pye’s dun Braes o' Mar lst dibs ... 1 
grey Porehlight Lat ib 
jun Vagabond 10st 12Ibs 

Vincent’s grey Grey Savage 11st Ub ... 
‘Torchlight got inside place but Braes 
o'Mar took the lead and kept it, winning by 
two lengths. Torchlight beating his old 
enemy Vayabond by two lengths for second 
place. Time, 6438. 

2. —Tae Cuatuexce Cur— Value $250. 
mile, Weights av per scale. For ali 
Amoy owned Ponies. ‘To be won two conseeu- 
tive years by a Pony or Ponies the bond fide 
property of the same owner or owners, En 
trance $5. 




















Mr. Euem’s grey Temptation Uist Mb 1 
ws Gratton’s chestnut Aival 10st 12lbs ... 2 
E. Pye’s dun Outcast Lat lbs 3 





‘Rival took the lead at starting, followed 
by Temptation, who came up in’ the last 
quarter and won by half a length, thus 
securing the Cup for Mr. Enem, who won 
it last year on Outcast Time, Im. 13s. 

3.—Tue Visrrons’ Cur,—Value $200. Mile 
and ahalf, For all Ponies. Weights as per 
weale, Winner of Coast Cup 7lbs. extra, En- 
trance $5. 

Mr. Micawber’s grey Jorkins 10st 12lbs__.. 
Mohawk's cr. Jambarree 10st 9lbs.. 
iE. Pyo’s black Fei Yen List 1b . 
ih Gratton's grey Senta Claus List lib... 0 

‘Four started. Santa Claus taking the 
lead with little Jambarree behind him, and 
Jorkins in reserve. Santa Claus swerved at 
the Stand, and Jambarree took the lead. 
At last it looked as if the yellow jacket were 
going to win a race, but the fates willed it 
otherwise, and Jorkins stumbled in by two 
lengths. “Time, 3m. 333. 

4.—Tue Lavies’ Purse—Presented. Once 
round aud ad A Welter Race for all 
Ponies. ‘tone, Entrance $5. 

Mr. Gratton’s chestuut Miva 
E. Pye’a dun Braes o' Mar 
Micawber’s grey Scud... 
3h Beatasy’s white Shark é 
‘Only four ponies appeared to contend for 
the prize of beauty. Rival took the lead 
and gradually drew away from Braes o'Mar, 
winning by a short length and a half. At 
length a resident Jock had succeeded in 
carrying off the Purse, and loud cheers 
cted him as he weighed in. He was 
carried to the Stand by stalwart arms, and 
the Purse was gracefully presented to him. 
Tue Lepcer Cur—Value $200. Two 
For all Ponies, Weights as per scale. 
Winner of Consular or Visitors’ Cup Tibs. 
extra, if of both 10lbs. extra, ‘Three to start 
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Mr. E. Bye's grey Scamp 10st bs. id 
Micawber forkins 10st 12lbs 2 

1, -Gratton’s'grey Bolero list Iba... 3 
"Three ponies came to the post. Scamp | 


got the lead, but was passed by Bolero, who 
took the rails but was unable to keep them. 
Scamp then drow ahead, followed by Jor-, 
Kins, who in third round was already being 
ridden. Jorkins succeeded in gaining a 
little on the leader, but it was of no use, 
and Scamp won easily Bolero pulled up. 
‘Time, 4m. 444s. 

6.—Tue Hatkwan Ccr—Presented. Value 
$200. Mile and a quarter. For all Ponies 





first raced as Griffias at Amoy. Weighta as! 


| whose wretchedness it seems di 


from opposing stables or no Race. “Entrance | 


| Captain Saaxtarp, Master of the 


per scale, Winners of one Race at this meet~ 

ing Tlbs. extra, if of two or more 10lbs. 

extra. Entrance $5. 

Mr. Enem's grey Spec 10st 12tbs 
oF, S. Heai’s grey Wyresdale 10st 1lbs 2 
w E, Pye’s dan Outcast 1st tbs. 3 
3) Mohawk’s grey Yorchlight Ist dibs ....0 

After a very even start, Outcast began to 
draw ahead, but the black and yellow hoops 

came up in the last round, and_won by 1 

lengths. IWyresdale, whose Jockey ha 

unfortunately miscounted the number of 
rounds, beat Outcast for second place. 

‘Time, 2m. 54s. 

7.—Tux Coxsotattox Sraxes—Value $100. 

Half-a-mile. For all eaten Ponies. Catch 

Entrance $5 

hhite Hard Times 












solation, and great hopes were entertained 
by the Mohawks that their nomination 
would meet the Judge's eye first, but it 
turned out that their plucky Jock’s inaiden 
win was still to be a thing of the future. 
Hard Times got away with the lead and 
won easily, a length between second and 
third. ‘Time, 63s. 

S.—Tue Cuanrrox Staxes,—One mile, 
Forced entris ig Ponies, optional 
‘$10 for each race 

‘Weights as per 






ners $5. 







Temptat 
Scamp . 
Braes 
Scud 
Rival ... 
Vagabor 

Temptation, a went 
away with the lead, and in the second round 

Teniptation drew ‘away and won by four 

lengths, two lengths between second and 

third. "Time, 2m. 17s. 


Soownr 











Gorrespondence. 


THE CONVERSAZIONE, 
To the Editor of the 
Norru-Curxa Dany News. 

Sin,—I think most of those who attended 
the exhibition in the Asiatic Society's rooms 
were very much pleased with the show. 
It strikes me that something might be done 
‘ona more extended scale, with an entrance 
few of $1 for visitors. Many who did not 
exhibit at the recent conversazione would be 
glad to send their collections, andthe Chinese 
would exhibit with a view of advertising 
their wares, The object would be properly 
the relief of the sufferers in the north, 
nit to 
exaggerate. A well informed Chinaman 











told me the famine would cost a million 
lives ! 
Yours truly, 
Ovrto. 
7th Feb.. 





Saw Beports. 





H,B.M.’s SUPREME COURT. 


Shanghai, 12th February. 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esy., Acting Judge, 


AND 
Capt 


Coveaan, Master of ~} 






0. str. Mongolia, and { Nauticat 
Assessors. 

P. &O. str. Indus, 

In Admiralty. 


HLB.M.’s gunboat Frolic v. th 
a 


an 
Dragon v, Frolic. 
‘Mr. Rewre and Mr. Drusmsoxp appeared 
for the Frolic. 
‘Mr. Haxwen and Br. 


appeared for the Dragon, 





Dragon, 





Warsewriour 











We broke off our report in our last issu 
the close of the case on behalf of the Frolic. 
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His Lorpsuy, with the Assessors aad the 
legal gentlemen, visited the Frolic, in accord. 
ance “with previous arrangements, for, the 
urpose of seeing for thems-lves the position 
Eflierside-lighter Ou returning, 

‘Mr. HANNeN opened the case on the part of 
the Dragon. He thought the interruption to 
the Court, by the visit to the Frolic, would not 
be considered to have been useless. It would 
save him yoing into a great many details 
about the lights, because the Court and the 
Assessors had now seen them with their our 
eyes, aud could form their our oj with. 
ont comments from sto whether those 
i i nas to he easily 
isible to persons at a 

































upon what they saw on board the Frolic ; 
in tie meantime he: was hound to actmit 
that all the witnesses that had been called, 
and there were very many of them, 
hand all told their story with an amount 
of accuracy which made it difficult to meet. 
OF course thist sort of accuracy was open to 
comment, but he did not wish to comment 
















onit, He should leave the Court to take its 
own view. But there was certain accuracy 
which confirmed statements, and another sort 





of accuracy that discredited them, — Wh 
the sume identical expressions were repeated 
by two or three person, it would no doubt be 
thought by many that they were telling de: 
iberato untruths, He woull not impute 









anything of the kind ; but, to say the least, it 
showed that the matter bad been talked over 
and over again until the witnesses had got at 
last. to i 





jew everyUhing in the same fight ; 
yed the same views, and expressed 
jews in the same language. A marked 
of this was the way in which Cap- 
Dupuis described the green light of the 
wh Captai 











Pp" 
was followed by the Navigating Lieutenan 
Mr. Dockrell, who described it in the very 
same lauguage—it Durst into view. He did 
not impute any deliberate or intentional un- 
truths to these two witnesses, but it showed 
that there had been such an amount of talk- 
ing, of discussion, and of a general goin, 
through the case that led them to use identical 
expressions, which two meu were uot likely 
to des with the same words. That 
was saying the least about it, aud all this 
of thin ery much increased in a ca: 
this—in a ship’ belo to Her Majesty's 
Navy, where there was strong esprit de corps, 
and every rman knew that his future depended 
upon what he said in the witness box 
only so with regard to the officers, but when 
the men come forward they knew a great deal 
Of their future prospects in the service de- 
pended ou the way in which their evidence 
Wag received by the Court. ‘Lhese were yeneral 
rematky o1 put forward by the #roli 
deal with particulars, The 
contention on thy part of the Drayon would 
bethut the side-lights of the Frolic were insuffi 
cient, and that being insufficient they were 
certainly notseen by her. Shehad thee person 
on the look-out, but in all five persons were 
actually looking out for tights ahead, and it 
would be proveil by some of these witnesses 
that there was nothing to ba seen but the 
white light at the Frolic’s wast-head. It was, 
of course, impossible for him to explain how 
it was the sideslights were not visible. It 
would be difficult, he acknowledged, to beliove 
this in face of the great amount of testim 

put forward by the Frolic with 

0 e lights. ‘They might bave been 
lighted, but the Dragon said, as a fact, and 
‘@ most important fact, and it would be 
proved beyond a doubt, that the side-lights: 
the red and green lights—were not seen 3 al 
perhaps the Uourt would see the reason why 
‘they were not «een, but he had no explanation 
to offer. All he should do would be to prove 
most distinctly that the red and gres 
of the Frolic were not seen by the Drayon. 
He would now direct the atteution of the 
Court to the evidence of Commander Dupuis, 
who swore most distinctly that he saw no- 
thing from beginuing to end but the red light, 
‘Then the Navigating Lieutenant hadsaid hebad 
some doubts about this red light. There could 
be no mistake thatit was the red light he was 
in doubt: about, for, in cross-examination by 
‘Mr, Wainewright, ‘Mr. Dockrell distinctly 
said “I asid to the Captain I can’t exactly 
make out that red light.” That was an im- 

rtant fact to the Dragon, and an important 
fact in looking at the case generally, and 





















































































especially 20 when it was considered that it 

story of the Dragon, that the Frolic 
uld uot see her red light at all. Ut waa very 
likely that at a distanceof fourmiles they could 

jguish red and green. They imagined 
it was red ; but it was the Dragon's case that 
they did not and could not see the red, and 




















that when they said they saw the red, as they 
all positively did, they were mistaken and did 
not see the red but the green light. When 





the Dragon first saw the Frolic, the latter 


was in such a position as for her red light not 
to be 





iaible—that ix, the vessels were in such 
that the Drayon would have seen, 
mast-head 






frequently taken out of its position and no 

other replace, the light that had been used 

only on this one occasion of the collision 

during the commission—that was the light 

the Dragon should have scen, this small bad 

light, and the light that had been condemned. 
‘Mr. Resste—By whom ? 












1g tothe 
sIiniralty. 
ever condeinned. 
condemned them by 





ding you a larger 
Mr. Ressie—The light you refer to has 
never heen out of the Frolic—it was her 
spare light, 

Mr. Hases said at all events the Frolic 
had heen «upplied with larger lights than the 
starboard use at the time of the 
collision, and that was the light the Dragon 
ought to have seen, but did not. And w 

1ot very reasonable why sl 
1d ot the Court see w 






















small light, be- 
bad light, and because it bi 
to be taken from its position half a dozen, or 
a dozen tobe continually pricked 
up and trimmed. This was his explanati 
of ‘the matter; and. the. doubt. in. the 
mind of the Navigating Lieutenant, when 
he supposed he saw the red’ light, 
was, no doubt, as to whether he saw a 
red ‘or green light ; and the whole question 
depended solely on whether the Dragon could 
the Frolic’s green light or not. With 
regard to that he should produce the testimony 
of a number of p Tt was a remarkable 
feature in the evidence of the sailors who had 
een called from the Frolic, that they were all 
seized with the idea to go and inspect the 
pott how light immeiately after the eolliion; 
put the starhoard light seemed to have been 
reglected—noborly thought of looking at it ex- 
cept the gunner, whose duty it was to look aiter 
the lights;and if he bad reported that the star- 
board light was not in proper order, what would 
to him, Why, he would ba 
ice "The only inde- 
jent evidence, with regard to the starboard 
that given by Tarrant, who ssid he 
saw it when he left the vessel in the boat, 
but he (Mr. Hannen) contended—and ex- 
plained utention by model vessele—that 
it was impossible for the men on the boat to 
have soen the starboard light, leaving the 
veasel in the direction they did, and the 
vessel heading into the bank. It was 
simply impossible, and ridiculous for the men 
to say that they saw that light for two miles, 
burning brightly—of course it would he no- 
iced that ali the lights burnt brightly, never 
dimly. He would now leave the lights, and 
pass on to speak of what the Frolic did’ wi 
her helm from the begis Now, in re- 
gard to this, it would be seen from the 
petition that ‘they ported their helm, ported 
it again, and then put it hard a port. By 
their preliminary act, by which they were 
hound—and no doubt it had been drawn with 
the greatest degree of care—and from which 
no deviation was allowed, they said, opposite 
the head “What measures were taken to 
avoid the collision,” that for teu minutes 
before the collision the helm was ported a 
kept more or less to port until the Dragon's 
een Tight was seen, and then it was put 
Bard a port, ‘The Frolic was a veseel of 
recent build, she was easily managed, and 
answered her helm readily, and for ten 
minutes she was kept under a port helm—at 
least under between two and three spokes of 
port helm. Under such circumstances, if there 
were any lights at first, and the vessels were 
in a straight line when they sighted each 
other, where would the Frolic and her lights 
be after she had ported so much. A 


















































































way from where she said she was; 
it likely or at all probable that Captain 
Grevett, who was accustomed to meeting 
steamers night after night in the river, 
would deliberately ran his vessel round into 
her, as he must have doneif the Frolic had been 
under a port helm for ten minutes !—So much 
for the impossibilities of the Frolics story. 
The Dragon's story was this, She left 
Shanghai and came down the river in the 
evening, and shortly after passing the Beacon, 
there being at the time Captain Grevett, Mr. 
Penn, a passenger,—who would be au eutirely 
independent wituess—and Me. Adams, the 
owner of the steamer, on the bridge, they savy, 
on their starboard bow, a white light. ‘They. 
all looked at it, and 1e to the conclusion 
that it was a ship riding at anchor. Captain 
Grevett took ite hearings, und reported that it 
was 24 points on the sturhoard bow, aud to 
give her a good, wide, clear berth, he pub her 
three Pp ints on the starboard bow aud went 
on, ‘They uever saw any other light, 
but this white bright light; and Captain 
Grevett, Mr. Penn, and Mr,’ Adams would 
give evidence to that effect, And the next 
thing they saw was the black hull of the 
Frolic coming right across the steamer’s bows 5 
and thereapou Gapt, Grevett gave the orders 
“stop her,” “full speed ast ‘and put your 
helm hard a port.” ‘The next thing was 

collision—the Dragon ran into the Frolic ab 
right angles, which could be most distinctly 
proved. ‘iat was the story of the Captain 
of the Dragon. It differed from that told by 
the Frolic, but it sewed a very rational one, 
quite feasible aud cousistent, ‘and explained. 









































itself, ‘There was nothing done but what was 
quite natural under the circumstances ; and the 
collision woulduot haveoceurred had theFrolic's 









s been visible, Captain Grevett and 
ir, Adams would. depose to the facts he 
had narrated, and the evidence of Mr, Venn, 
the passenger, who had now left the country, 
would be read. In addition to these three 
persons, who all eaw the white mast-head 
ight and no other, the secoud inate was on 
the look-out forward, Unfortunately he fell 
sick and was sent to Hospital in Shanghai, 
and while the Dragon was away, on another 
passage, he was sent home to Bugland without 
the owner, hiy agente, or the Captain, 
knowing anything about it, The oecon 
wate, therefore, would uot be called as 
witness, It would be proved how he ca 
nome, and he (Mr. Hannen) did 
not think under the circumstances his client 
could be blamed for his absence, as it was 
entirely without his knowledge that the 
man Was sent away. ‘Then as to the look- 
out man at the bow; he was a Chinaman 
who left the vessel at the end of the time 
for which he shipped, aud he could not be 
now produced. It way very unfortunate, 
aud he could hear his learned friend near 
him chuckling to bimsolf, but no fault for the 
ahgence of theso persons was attributable 
tothe Drago», but perhaps the other side 
was to blame, for if the case had been 
brought on in the usual time after the Frolic 
filed her petition and the Dragon auswered, 
then these to absent persons would have 
been present. But the Frolic people had 
chosen to delay the ease for a long time, and 
although perhaps it wight be retorted’ that 
he, as the legal adviser of the Dragon lind 
power to press for a hearing without delay, 
yet it should bo remembered that their 
damage was comparatively small when com 
pared with that to the Frolic, and that it 
ious matter plunging’ into a heavy 
law suit, Through the delay they had been 
two witne: Tt was not 
their fault entirely, aud he did not think 
the other side ought to comment on their 
absence. At any rate, he could only say the 
men were sent away without the owner's 
knowledge. Further, the chief engineer 
would have been a witness, but he juinped 
overboard. Surely they "would not be 
blamed for that. It was under tl 
fortunate. circumstances that the Dragon, 
through no fault of her own, had to fight 
the case put forward by the Frolic, which 
was supported by a large number of wit- 
nesses, all of whom, he must confess, had 
given ‘their testimony in a very distinct 
and clear manuer ; and he would ask the 
Court to take all ‘these circumstances into 
consideration. There. was only one other 
point on which he should touch, and that was 
with reference to the lights & ship- should 
carry. It was doubtfol if the Merchant 
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Shipping Act applied to ships belonging to 
the Hojal Nery, but it. tnost bor taken 
that all the regulations based thereon 
embodied what was thought to be the 
est means of avoiding collisions at sea. 
Certain lights were specified in the regulations 
of the Board of Trade, as the best to prevent 
collisions at sea; and when a collision arose 
from the nou-observance of those regulations, 
‘the ship so infringing was to be held not 
entitled to recover, unless it was shown 
to the satisfaction of the Court that a 
departure from the regulations, under the 
eircumstances of the case, was necessary. 
Te would bo proved that the lights of the 
Frolic were not in accordance with the regula- 
tions of the Board of Trade, and therefore he 
should contend that she was precluded from 
‘but no doubt it world Le neces- 
ry to show that her infringement of the 
regulations conduced to the accident, He 
should show that one of her lights was not a 
proper light, and that that improper light 
‘conduced to or was the actual cause vf the colli- 
ion ; and if he did this to the satisfaction of 
wart, as he hoped to be able to do, he 
should maintain that the Dragon was entitled 
to the judgment of the Court. He had now 
endeavoured to place before the Court all the 
main facts of his ‘and he would now 
proceed to the « n of his witnesses. 
‘Captain Avverr Greverr deposed—I am 
master mariner. I am in command of the 
steamer Dragon, I \t posi- 
tion for two years, During that time the 
has been running from Shanghai to 
Nagasaki, Hakotadi and Viadivostock. We 
have also made two trips to Tientsin. Previous 
to that [was twelve months chief mate of 
the Conquest, and for five years pr 
that I was master of sailing vessel 
member the day of the coll 
Shanghai at 5.30 p.m. ‘The crew com 
jhree engineers, three 
native quartermasters, six seamen, 
stoward, four native boys, and nin 
‘There were also on board Mr. Adams, thi 
owner, and Mr, Penn, a passenger, Outeidi 
Woowun i ion with the 
Frolic, ‘The first indication we had of her, was 
when we wore about miles bolow the 
Beacon, We then saw a light—a white light. 
It was about 10.25 p.m. ‘The light bore 
about 24 points on the starboard bow. Our 
course wa 8, E. by E. }E.2, We passed the 
Kintoan Beacon about 9.15. When about a 
mile and half past it wo steered direct for 
the Lightebip, which was nearly abead. ‘The 
Beacon was about half a point on the star- 
board quarter. was from E,N.E. 
‘and had been variable all the way down. Tho 
tide was the last hour of the ebb, neap tides. 
The ight was very dark, but very good for 
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g lights, I was standing nearly in tho 
center of the bridge, whea I first saw the 
white light. The bridge is » little forward 





of the contro, about 60 feet from the steering. 
‘The Dragon is 170 feet long. There is nothin 
in the way to obscure the view forward. 
‘With me on the bridge were Mr. Adams and 
Mr. Pen, There was one of the native 
sailors on the, lookout. He was right for- 
yn the forecastle. The second officer 
was also walking to and fro in front of the 
wheelhouse, which is about ten feet forward 
atthe bridge. ‘There was one quartermaster 
at the wheel, ‘There was nobody else on 
deck, ‘The mate was asleep below. When 
I first saw the white light, I took it to 
About two 
I ordered the 
arboard half a point, 
dy the helm. I saw this order 
out by the compass on the bridge. 
Tam quite sure the light was on ouratarhoard 
bow, and not the port bow. I formed th 
opinion that it was a vessel riding at anobor, 
and I think I so remarked to both Mr. Penn 
and Mr. Adams. We frequently fall in with 
Is at anchor in this locality. I kept the 
ile light constantly in view. I had an 
ordinary pair of opera or night glasses, and 
. I-used them the whole time, that is, I 
had them with me always on the bridge. I 
Tooked at this light through them frequently. 
Ditimately proved to the mast 
head-light of the Frolic. We saw no side- 
Tigh m the Frolic either before or after the 
ite lis rted both 
by the look-out m: officer. When 
‘wo got nearly close to it, Imade the remark 
that it was a vessel underweigh. We should 
then be not more than three ships’ lengths 


























bbe from three to four miles off. 
minutes after seeing it, 
quartermaster to 
and then 























from it, Almost the very moment afterwards 
I saw the hull of the Frolic. Up to this time 
the white light had appeared to remain in the 
same position. We first eaw it about ten 
minutes before the collision. Our speed at 
the time was uot more than seven knots. As 
s0on as I saw the hull of the Frolic, I formed 
the opinion tliat she was heading nearly N.E. 
I am quite sure I had seen nothing up to 
this time but the white light. I had not seen 
either of the side-lights. I telegraphed 
down to the engine rvom immediately the 
vessel came in sight, “slow, stop, full speed 
astern,” and ordered the ‘helm “hard a 
port.” ‘he helm was ported, but “the 
engines, I think, were ouly slowed. The 
engines were not stopped until after the 
collision. There was not su! 


























3 L then shouted to 
Mr. Penn, who was forward, to ask the Frolic 
ple where their side-lights were, Mr. 
Bean bad goae forward a few seovuta hafure 
the collision, I had then seen the hull of Che 
vessel. I heard him ask the question, aud | 
heart the reply, “They are out in their proper 
places.” I don't know who replied. By this 
time the chief engineer was on deck, aul 
asked him if the engines were * 
astern.” He replied no, but slow ahead. I 
told hien to put them full speed aatera, and ho 
did so, After the collision I tried 
light of the Frolic, both with my eye and 
through the glasses, but could not res it. 
imagined at the time we bad struck the Frolic 
about 20 feet from the stern, The Dragon 
was three or four minutes in contact with 
the Frolic. When we parted, we found 
water was coming in, and I ordered the mate 
to go down into the fore-penk and stop 
it if poseible. He went, and 1 think Mr. 
Pewn accompanied him.” Our stem wns 
badly damaged. ‘The water was stopped as 















see the bow 





















well as possible. I then starboarded the 
helm an volic. 1 thought 

South Bank, ax she 
was heading in that direction, She hat 


asked us to stand by, It would be ten 
or fifteen minutes after the collision that 
we started after the Frolic, I followed him 
close up, and anchored in three fathoms of 
water abreast, I remained there until the 
following morning. The second mate, who 
was on the lovk-out forward aw 

the white light, has been sent to Engl 
account of ill-heal 

he left the ship, 
He left her about three months ago, 
can say. He was totally unfit to do duty. 
Wo were in Shanghai when he left, and hie 
went to the Hospital. Taw him once after- 
wards. I did not know that he had left 
Shanghai until L arrived here from my last 
voyage a week ago. I then heard the case 
was likely to come on, and went in search of 
him. [ inquired of Mr. Bowen of the Saiiors’ 
Home, and be told me that Mr. Tapp had 
sent him home in the Patroclus on the 8th of 
last month. With regard to the chief mate, 
he was not on deck at the time. He was 
asleep in his berth, He left the vessel as 
soon as we got to Nagasaki, to go to San 

Francisco. He never told me he knew 

snything about the collision, I know he 
knew nothing about it, Mr. George Gillies 

was our chief engiuecr. Ie jumped over- 

board on the 19th October, and was drowned, 

I think be was out of his d. He wasa 

little strange. As to the Chinaman who wax 

on the look-out in the bow, I have been told 

by the shipping officer at the Consulate that 

he shipped on a barque going to Hongkong. 

He left the Dragon ahout two and a hall 

months ago when the old articles were np. | 
Alll the crew left together with one or two | 
exceptions. They were Ningpo men. I spoke | 
fo Mir. Adame shout having the evidence of 
the look-ont man taken, and left the matter 
to him. I believe he thought the case had 

been settled and was not going to come on. 

‘On the ap, ion of Mir. Drusitoxn,, his 
Lordship said he and the Assessurs would go | 
and inspect the lights of the Frolic by night. 

‘The Courr then adjourned. | 


6th Feb, | 

‘The case was resumed at holf-past nine 
Celok this morning. 

Captain Greverr continued hin evidence, 































































<The Beacon light is marked on the, 
chart as fixed and flashing, but I never 
noticed it fiaab, I have often seen it at night 








full peed | 








asafixed light, In my judgment, at the time 
when we first saw the hull of the Frolic, if 
her Commander had gone faster ahead, the 
collision woull have been prevented. When 
Captain Dapui d-n-half cables’ 
Tengths off, as he say it was, I think he 
could have avoided the collision by going 
ahead full speed, I have never boen in 
Court in connection with any case bofore. 
No ship has been lost under my command, 
Cross-examined by Mr, -Rexxre—The dia- 
tance between the Lightship and the Beacon 
is about 16 miles. I ea the Froli¢’s light 
two-and-a-half points on our starboard bow, 
T took its bearings by the compass, I did 
not take its direction again by the compass ; 
only judged it by the fore rigging, LT star- 
boarded half a point about two minutes after 
TI first saw the light. Between the time 
I first saw it aud starboarding, its bearings 
did hot alters, When 1 starboarded. the 
hearings altered half a point. I ean only 
account for the hearings wot altering, by the 
vessels approaching. When 1 found the bear 
s did not alter, | knew that we wore ap- 
prouching it, I did not then think it waa the 
light of vessel underweigh. Between first 
ceing the light and seeing the bull of the 
Frolic, neven or eight minutes would elapse 5 
‘and during the whole of the bearings 
had only changed half a point, and that on 
account of starboarding. I account for that 
because we were approaching it, If Lace a 
white light in the middle of the river and no 
other light, 1 feel 1am justified in concluding 
it to be that of a vessel at anchor, without 
there is tho pilotchont light algo, Ihave a 
copy of the hook “Rules for Preventing Colli- 
sions at Sea.” Lhuve read them, and Lagreo 
with them. Lag hho rile that says 
it is better when there is a white light-to 
assuiue that it iy the light of a vessel undor- 
that a strict look-out be kept. 
ccasion T kept a good look-out, aud 
I believe I did all that’ was sufficient if 
I had thought the light was in motion, 
but he ported the helm on my appronch, 
and tried to cross our bows, and we ran 
into him, Tstarhoarded half a point because 
L took the vessel to be riding at auchor, and 
because the tide was setting me down tox 
wards it, ‘The tide was the iavt of the ebb, 
L thought the bearings remaining the same 
resulted more from the set of the tide than 
from the mation of tha vem, Af Tad noe 


starboarded half « point 
the absence of tide, 


carried, 
clear of the Frolic. We should be over a 
mileand-a-balf off her when I starbonrded. 
Ldon’t use Traver's tables. I do use tables’ 
Supposing the light was stationary I eannot 
say, speaking from memory, how far I should 
have passed from it, I say I think I should 
have gone half-a-mile clear with two-and-n- 
half points of starboard helm, and with three 
points it would he a little more. I cannot 
say how much. If I had 

the Frolic, U should have 
should have considered her a passe 
sel. Lf I had seen her red light only, 
Ishould have considered her crossing, and 
then in all probability I should have ported 
my helm, and shown my red light. I think 
there is'a rule of the road to the effect 
that, when a light is seen on tho starboard 
haud, the red light is tobe shown to clear 
her, “don't remember the number of regu. 
lat regard to the meeting, crossing and 
ng of vessels. (The Court—Neither do 
either of the Assessors.) I hold a masters 



























































































































certificate, I have commanded several 
ing ves-els, I left the last ship I commanded. 
on account of reduction of wages, and I de- 





cided to go into steamers. In passing the 
Woosung Bar, on the wight of the collision 
with the Frolic, we took out the mast of one 
of the sailing junks which was cross 
bows. I had an accident in the ‘Ti 
river with the Sin Nanzing. Tho Dragon 
touched her aud scratched a little paint off, 
The damage was nothing, and the accident 
was the result of the versel grounding, I re- 
member the Dragon being ut on shore on 
the North Bank, ‘That was twelve months 
Iaxt Aucust. She was Uhen under my 

b She was about a 
werk on the Bank. ‘The collision with the 
junk wag about seven welock on the same 
hight that we ras into the Frolic, ‘The junk 
wa carrying uo lights. She crossed right under 
our bows, I have liad uo other accidents, 
After starboarding the helm, I can swear it 
was never altered until it was put “hard » 

































Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





166 


The 2.-C. Berald and &. C. & C. Gasette. Fen. 14, 1878. 








ort.” ‘The holm was only steadied after star- 
Ee ding. I kuow the order “hard a port” 
was obeyed. The Dragon’s head was then E. by 
8.3. I know that froin the compass. Ilooked 
‘at it at the time. [ cannot eay how much the 
‘Yessel answered her helm, but I should say 
about three poin's. I am’ confident that the 
white light I saw 2 points on the starboard 
bow was the mast-bead light of the Frolic. I 
Kept it constantly in view. I have listened 
‘attentively to tle evidence that has heen 
jiven in this case by Captain Dupuis and the 
tenant. I heard them say 

ightehip two cables to th 
teored a course for t 
jorrect I cannot explain 
t two and a half points on our 
ow, unless it was by the set of 
I don't know the courso taken 
I have often met 
en the Ningpo 
ateamer coming up close to the South ‘Bask, 
and thon she would be about 24 points 
on our starboard bow. I did not notice that 
tthe tide affected my course at al 
I saw the m: 
Frolic, L never saw any glimmer of the 





























how ho 
starboard 




























lights! Ifehe bad any 1 ought to have 
them. [saw no eide-tights atall, noteven when 
I was 2} cables off her, nor after the collision. 
I nover saw them. We were going at full 





juestion—7 knots, 


apeod on the night in 
rat I think it was 


Tt might be a little more, 
not. The second mate did not fall ill im- 
mediately after the collision. He had been 
sick two or three months before, aud had be 
‘off duty on one or two occasions, 
‘Mr, Renwre—Now don't you 
you had ported your helm two ini 
you did, you would have the 
Witnese—If I had had time I mi 
“HET liad had time to reverse aud go full 
aatern there would have een no collision, 
ave cleared, I tl 
‘Re-oxamined by Mr.” HANNEX—Supposing 
the white light had been at anchor and. 
tide setting me down slightly towards it, 
light would have beoome broader mor 
Awa 
































slowly than if it had been in motion, 

















the tide at that time sets down in that 
Gireotion, I aaw the white light-at a greater 
I think, than two At that 
according to the Board of Trade 
Regulations, the sideclights should have 
been visible also, and ing them 
T had no reason to beli it was 





Ifat that time I had 
the tide would have 
it, I have not time 


mer under weigh, 
slackened my speci 

taken me towards t 
to read ‘raver’ 









ntsin river, Searcely one 
goes up or down without touchi 
where. When I touched the Si 
abo had been in collision with the Yungching 
aud bad a hole in her. We only just touched. 
I am quite certain that, from the time 
I irat saw the white light of the Frolic to thi 
time of the collision, I never saw her si 
Tights; and I am quite certain 
after the helm was steadied, when 
boarded, it was never moved again until just 
before the col when it was put hard a 

rt, Had the helm been starboaried, or 
opt to starboard, I must have noticed it’ by 
the compass, At the last moment I gave the 
order * hard a port.” Immedsately I saw the 
hullof the Frolic, I telegraphed to the enj 
room to *slow,” “stop,” © full speed astern, 
‘aud when I found eho did not stop I gave th 
order vorbally to the chief engineer, and it 
‘was executed, 

By Captain Coveaan—When I first saw the 












































hull of the Frolic, she was three or four point 
ou the starboard side, It might have been 
more, That was when I ported. Had 1 


atarboarded then, I don't think I should have 
avoided the collision. I did not blow the 
whistle, or call her attention in any way. 

By Captain Suattand—I conveyed the 
orders to the engine room by the tele- 
graph. ‘The engines did uot stop or reverse, 
ut only slowed, We were going al 
alow when we struck. Whether it was 
waut of time, or th ph did not work 
properly, that all were not exe- 
cuted, I can’t say. Dragon, wnier ordin- 
ary circumstances, is not as handy as most 
vessels, Our course was to cross the Frolic’s 
bow, if she had proved to be at anchor as we 
























thought, The tide was setting us down 
towards her. Under ordinary circumstances 
it is much better to pass the stern of a ves- 
sel than to cross her bows in a tideway. 

By the Court—At no time did I see side- 
lights on the Frolic. 

‘Mr. Warvzwaiour then read the evidence 
of Henry Penn, which had been taken de bene 
esse — 

Hesry Pexw, deposed.—I live at Osaka, 
Japan, and am an engineer by profession—a 
mechanical engineer. often served as 
engineer on board steamers, I was in the 
steamer Carthage eight or nine years ago, a8 
chief officer. About 4 years ago I brought 
small steamer from Kobe to Shanghai. Iwas 
commander, engineer and everybody, I 
was on board the Dragon at the time of the 
collision on the 16th August. I was pass- 
enger. I was on the bridge immediately 
before and at thé time of the collision. Tie 
Captain and the owner were there too, She 

steered from the wheelhouse below the 
bridge. ‘The collision took place between 
10.40 and 10.45 pan, ‘The night was dark, 
clear dark. I know nothing about the 
of the tide, ‘The first thing I saw of 
turned out to be the Frolic was a bright 
white light, We were then alont midway 
between the Kintoan Beacon and the Light- 
ship. “We were then heading S.E. in the 
direction of the Lightship, which was right 
ahead, the Kintoan Beacon being right aster 
‘There were about 10 or 11 minutes between 
seeing the light and the collision, ‘The light 
was on our starboard how 2 or 2} points 
when T first saw it, I looked at it through 
T ought af frat it wan pilot 
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was changed, in way 
wonder if a ‘Then I suddenly 
saw the hull, when we were abc or 3 ahip's: 
lengths off.” Then the Captaia called out 
“port,” “hard a port,” and went to the 
telegraph at the same time, We then struck 
her about 30 feet from the stern on the 
Just after we hit 
ptain asked me to go forward and 
was. I went forward and looked over 
jow, and asked who she was, A 
jowerful’ voice answered—H.B.M,’s gun 
Boat Frotic. ‘I_asked him where iis side- 
i He made anewer very loud 
® Lanid * We could not seethem.’ 
|). “They're in their place, Si 
|. T beg your pardon, they're not, 
‘The Dragon struck the Frolic very 
nearly at right angles; our bow was just 
The Frolic was heading at the 
for the North-bank ; not 
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y 
to last except the white light. I looked five 
or six times through glasses before the colli- 
sion and did'nt see any coloured lights, After 
the collision 1 saw none either. We went 
after her. ‘The Frolic asked us to stay by her, 
and we did. It was adark clear night, such as 
Tights could be well seen in. I was 2nd engineer 
of the sister ship Corea. Sho used to go 7 
to 9 knots, at full speed. ‘The Dragon would 
go about the same. 

Cri ined—I had no connection with 
the ship. Lwas only passenger. I was going 
to Nagasaki and thence to Kobe. She was 
hound for Negasski. I knew the owner, 
and I had seen the Captain several 
times. The rest of the officers [ did not 
know, even by sight. The Captain was 
on watch from the time we left. No one 
was on the bridge from the time we left 




































except the owner, the Captain, and myself. I 
believe the officer on the watch is supposed to 
to he on the bridge. know the 2nd officer 





was on the look-out forward and there was a 
Chinaman also forward, but I don't know 
whether be was on duty or not. There was 
no pilot in charge of theship. It was between 
5.30 and 6 p.m. that we left Shanghai. As 
ere passing Woosung a small two-masted 
ingpo boat was crossing our bows and 
collided with us, We carried away her 
main-mast. We were not detained over four 








or five minutes in consequence. ‘The orders 
to the steersman and to thie engineers were all 
i There 





the owner, and myself on the bridge between 
the time we left Shanghai and the collision, 





No reference was made to the voyage at any 





H 





time, or to anything that happened on the 
voyage up till the time of the collision. We 
did say a few words about the collision at 
Woosung ‘What a foolish fellow the man 
was, and how he might have avoided it.” 1 
can't remember auything either the owner or 
tain said about it, beyond the Captai 
ing to us it was a very foolish thing of his 
carrying on sail, The owner said something 
to the effect that the boatinan ought to know 
better. I can't swear ove way or the other 
whether or not there was more said. I heard 
a report from forward about alight, but don't 
kuow who gave it—whethera Chinaman or an 
officer. It was the Captain who drew my atte 
tion to # Tt was before he did eo 
port made about some light. 
The light to which my attention was called 
turned out to be the "slight. Tt was 24 
points on our starboard bow. We were head- 
for the Lightship, which would 
he about six or seven miles off. We would 
smile and a half to two miles from the 
Frolic when we first saw the light. No order 
‘was, to the best of my recollection, given about 
changing the course until we ‘were, threo 
Jengths off. One might have heen given which 
L might not have heard. The Captain did not, 
that 1 saw, go to the telegraph till the hull of 
the Frolic was seen. Ou the bridge there were 
& pair of opera glasses. I saw a telescope 
there, too, before leaving Shanghai, but not 
aiter. Idon't know whether it was a night= 
ginss or not. It waa a good glass, I heard 
fhe Captain say "" Could it be. vessel at 
auchor?”—or “Can she be at anchor?” or 
‘ds to that, effect. 
her through th 
said hie could 































































after he had put them down, and 





8 
Mr, Adains (the owner) did after me, 1 think, 
T remarked that perhaps she thought we 

a 


id 
lot who would want to be taken off, 
was atter the Captain had asked if she 
could be at anchor. I think he 
wards “She's moving, whatever she 
Mr. Adams looked he said, “I cannot tell 
i,” or words to that effect. Wo 
no sails set. The wi 
ahead, it was not very strong or very light—a 
light breeze, I dont think I heard any orders 
tween port and hard-a-port. I could not 
whether any orders. to aiarbonrd. were 
given or not, The Dragon is about 120 to 
130 feet long, That would make the Frotic 
about 300 to 400 feet off when the hull first 
showed. Not a word was spoken by any one 
of the three of us at this time, I could not 
say who hind the glasses then, 1 had not, 
Leannot tell how the Dragon was heading 
when she struck the Frolic. [can’t say what 
interval of time there was between seeing th 
null and the collision, Ivan say that it wa 
not #0 much as two minutes. I heard no 
orders given about the engines. I ouly saw 
the Captain go to the telegraph, I don't 
know where man-of-war lights are carried as 
arule. In merchant ships they are usually 
carried a little before amidehips. I don’t 
know how many points they should show. I 
think 8. 1 don’t know whether they should 
show -abaft the beam, Eight points would 
be exactly abeam. I think from the position 
Iwas in forward, when the Dragon way ac. 
in collision with the Frolic, 1 should 
& light showing eight pointe,” When I 
ntradicted the voice from the Frolic aud 
said “The lights are not in the proper place,” 
T did not go astern of the bridge to see if they 
could be seen. I have no itlen how many 
points the mast-head light ought to show by 
tho Board of ‘Trade Regulations. It isa long 
time since I was a chief officer. I've seen 
Jobe lights on steamers, but they are wroug, I 
fnow. five known Bir. Adams 10 or 12 years, 
He has been a ship owner for a long ti 
T've never sailed with him. I don't know if 
he ever commanded a ship. 
Re-examined—T've built a ship 34 youre 
ago, I fitted the places for the lights. I 
don’t know even now where the places for 
the lights on the Frolic are. When I said 
that the lights were not in their proper places, 
Thad reference to my not secing them from 
the bridge as the vessels approached. I have 
not been responsible for the position of the 
lights in the vessels Lhave had to do with, 
T've placed lights in those I've built accord 
ing to the drawings I've been faru 
I was not in the bow more th: 
When I left, the vessels had sep I 
‘went on to the bridge and reported to the 
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Captain what had been said. He asked me 
to go down to the fore-peak and Idid eo. I 
did'nt go to the stern to see about lights, a8 
the damage was to be plugged-up first. ‘Th 
Dragon was moored opposite Boyd's dock 
before leaving Shanghai. It was not the 
Frolie’s light that was reported. ‘The Captain 
saw it first. I did'nt hear it reported. The 
Captain was standing from 18 in. to 2 ft. on 
the starboard side of the middle point of the 
bridge, There might have been an order 
given that I did'nt hear. When we got clear, 
the Frolic seemed to go ahead, and round by 
our port quarter towards the South Bank. 
She was steaming faster than we could, after 
the col 
Marraew Caruux Apaus dep: 
the owner of the Dragon, I was on board 
her at the time of the collision, I went on 
the bridge about 10.!5 p.m. I had been 
asleep, and went to bid the master good night. 
‘We wero then between the Beacon and the 
ightebip. Captain Grevett and Mr, Penn 
on the bridge. I saw a clear bright 
ight ou the starboard bow—about 2} points 
ag near as I could say. I heard Captain 
Grevett give the order to starboard a little, 
jive her more room.” That was ten minutes 
the collision occurred. When the 
ame suddenly in ht, 1 heard the 
give the order ‘port, ‘hard a port.” 
that was the order he gave. H 
did not say ‘starboard, hard « starboard.’ 
Collisio took place, and I was thrown 
on the rail, After that I 
1 went off the bridge. 
Betweon the time of first seeing the white 
light and the coll I did 
not take particular notice of it, but I looked 
at it now and then with the naked eye. I do 
not remembor looking through glas saw 
vo ather lights on the Fi 
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the Frotic, I dow’t think there was time for us 
to atop and go astern, I saw the Captain ring 
the gong at this time. A Chinaman was on 
the look-out forward. He has now left the 
vessel, I don't know why he left. Ihad no 
on for not having his evidence taken before 
he went away. I thought this case had been 
abanioned, but that belief did not prevent me 
having bis evidence taken, He waa not aware 

‘at the late second officer of the Dragon 

before he went, 


















ail the officers 
AILT have to sign 
order on Jardine, Matheson & Co, for t 
wages, I believe the crew, with the exception 
of two quartermasters aud one engineer 
heen entirely changed siuce the. collision, 
‘The chief engineer jumped overboard and 
was drowned, the chief mate left at Nagasaki 
and went to San Francisco, the second mate 
was sent home by Mr. Tapp on account of 
kuers, aud I believe the sailors left wh 

articles expired. I did not think it 
necessary to have the evidence of any of these 
persons ‘taken before losing sight of them. 
Tt never occurred to me to have their evidence 
taken, and I can't produce the men now. I 
remember the collision at Wovsung. Our bow 
took out the mast of the junk, but there was 
no collision, ‘Che bull of the Dragon never 
touched the junk. It was about an hour or 
an hour and a half after we left Shanghai, 
1 cannot give any iden of bearings or dis- 
tances, I never commanded a vessel. ] 
don't know navigation, I believe there are 
32 points on the compass and that is about all. 
Te wi judgment that placed the 
Frolie’s light 24 points on the starboard bow 
—not what I was told, 

‘Re-examined by Mr, Haxsey—When I saw 
the bull of the Frolic it was broad across the 
Dragon, Thave nothing to do with the crew. 
Captain Grevett has them in bis own hands, 

‘Tuomas Witey, chief-engineer of the Dra- 
gon, deposed that in August last he was 
Second engineer on the steamer, and was 
promoted when the chief was drowned. On 
the 16th August, he remembered starting on 
a voyage from Shanghai to Nagasaki, At 
10.22 p.m, he received orders by the gong from 
the bridge to show the engines, He executed 
it. ‘There was a clock and slate in the 
engine room to record orders and the time. 
He did not take the time at the moment he 
heard the gong to slow the engines. At 1024 
the ship came in contract with some- 
thing. Ho looked at the clock theo, "It as 
10.24 An hour later he made entries on the 



































ste, which were afterwards copied in the 
ig produced. ‘The entries were :—“ Slowed 
engines at 10.22 p.m; stopped, abip, collided 
at 10.24, reversed engines full speed astern ; 
shead slow at 10.35, anchored at 10.55." 
Not having looked at ‘the clock at 10,22 p. 
he judged that was the time from the num 
ber of revolutions the engines liad made from 
the time he did look at it. Ho did not re- 
ceive the order to go full speed astern by the 
gong; be only received the oriler to slow. 
‘The chief engineer gave him the order to go 
astern. He had since heard that the Captain 
gave that order on the gong, but he did not 
tin the engine room. After anchoring, 
he examined the wire and found it a little 
slack, which would account for his not havin 
received the latter portion of the Captain's 
orders. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Droangoxp—It was 
is opinion that the wire had been over- 
stretched. The defect was afterwards r 
medied, He was going full speed astern for 
































about ten minutes, He did not think the 
wit 





had got out of order by the stokersbang- 
4 clothing on it, The order from the 
bridge was not repeated. 
Captain R. Grppox deposed-—I am master 

of the steamer Yungehing. I have be 
ning up and down the mouth of # 
for the last twenty two years, and I 
never had a pilot on board, I cannot say 
whether there is any alteration of the position 
of the South Bank. Ihave never been ashore 
there, and therefore cannot say. The position 
of the North Baok bas altered, I kuow ; but I 
don’t know about the South Bank. The tide 
there is S.E, ‘swells it sets round to 
the eouthw 1g up the ri 
past the Lightship, on the last o 
would be set towards the southern shore 
until it got under cover of Ho 
the chart. Personally I have 
chart of the river for years; I know it so 
well, My lamps don’t require trimming some- 
times all night, but my orders are for them to 
be seen to every four hours, But my lights 
are constantly in view of the officer on 
the bridge. They are much larger than 
these lamps (the Frolic’s lamps), If I bad to 
join a ship and was given lamps like these, I 
‘should have to throw them over the side and 
buy new ones—larger ones. | 
not fit for a large vessel. Our regulation 
lamps are as much as a man can carry, and are 
four times as large as the largest lamp here, 
(the port lamp ‘of the Frolic) and eight times 
as largo as the smalles ps supplied to 
the Frolic when commissioned in April, 1876, 
but not in use now.) Iuse Canton oil, and 
seldom do my Jamupe want trimming more than 
once. I have bad a cracked lamp. I 
don’t think a crack affects the light. 1 have 
found in my experience that a red light can 
be seen further than a green one. 

amiued by Mr. Drvaswoxp—Iwould 
with lamps like these. I have 
brought steamera ont from home, and if I 
attempted to leave Glasgow with lamps like 
these, the Board of Trade Surveyor would not 
give me acertificate, I think phosphor makes 
a green light better to see, but you dou’t find 
phosphor at the mouth of the Yangteze; 
there's rather too much mud for that, I 
don’t think a lamp, showing an aro of ten 
points and visible two miles distant, 

ient light out here where tides 






































































Axux, quart 
said he was on duty from 8 to 12 o'clock on 
the night of the collision, Ho was at the 
wheel and received the orders for steering 
from the master of the steamer. After pass- 
ing the Beacon, the Captain ordered him to 

tarboard the helm,” and afterwards he was 
ordered “to port” and then to ‘hard a port.” 
Between the orders to starboard and port, 
there would be between four and five minutes. 
He starboarded half a point and then steadied. 
‘These were all the orders be received. At 
the wheel he could bear when the Captain 
used the telegraph to the engine-room, and it 
was used shortly before the collision, In 
frout of the wheel-house forward, a sailor and 
the second mate were on the look-out. The 
other Chinese sailors were in the forecastle. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Dzosoxp—He 
was aloue at the wheel. The Captain gave 
him the orders by word of mouth, and he had 
made no mistake about them. The Captain 
was about fifteen feet from him. 




















Mr. W. H. Tarr deposed—I am in charge 
of the Shipping Office at Shanghai ; and have 








second mate of the Dragon, being discharged 
fon account of sickness. Ho was sent to the 
Hospital. I think it was on tl 
ber. He was reported three times by Dr. 
Johnston as being seriously ill, and on the 
8th January I sent him home in the 
Patrvelus, Both Dr. Little aud Dr, Johnston 
reported him to be sent home. Nobody knew 
that he was going home, I believe, but myself. 
Mr, Adams aud Captain Grevett did not know, 
tothebest ofmy kuowledge. Nativesailor 
articles for four months, and when the ar 
expire generally half of the crew of coasting 
Lam aleo Registrar of Ship» 
In 1873 1 ordered home with 
ut of a Registry 























ping here, 
reference to the establish 
Office of Shipping for China and Japan; and 
subsequently I was appointed Registrar under 








the Board of Trade, 1 had to pass an exami 
tion before I received the appointment, and 
while in England I qualified as a surveyor for 
the measuring of ships, the tonnage, marke 
ing, lights aud fog siguala, I worked up for 
the examination for a period of nine month 
For two months o i 
als were my tudy, and for other 
two months attending to them formed part of 
daily duty, There aro Board of Trade 
uctions with regard to lights. 
here a book dealing with them. It 
structious to Surveyors in China and Japan. 
It is the same as the instructions given to 
surveyors at home, only made applicable to 




































China, Ihave carefully examined the star- 
board lantern now in Court, It is not in 
accordance with the Board of Trade Regula. 


and 1 should not pass it for a m 
id wides of the Iau 
ought to b 
if inches. i 
dof 11 inches, exe 
‘The height of the lens is 
nd it ought to be 5 inches. Tho ch 
of the arc is7 inches instead of Binches, ‘The arc 
itself is 9inches; that is right forthissized lamy 
Th in fact oue size too swnall, 
wick is only 19 inch and should be 12. That 
in the smallest size, and it rune to 2 incl 
‘The reflector also is not large enough. Tho 
‘would not be passed by the surveyors 
at home for a steamer. It is a portable 
and would only be passed for a fishing 
f that kind that carry portable 
ould not think of passing it for 
size of the Frolic. 1 
amined the port light, and the only objection 
Lhave to it ie that the glaes is cracked, and 
the wick too emall, Ishould want the burner 
changed and a perfect glass, and then I would 
pase it, 
Mr, Rewx1e—The glass bas been cracked 
nce the collision. 
Mr. Tarr—The tested altitude at which 










































T might exp! 
ta, and these lights produced belong to the 
and Idon’t know that ther 

ated altitude for third class lights, They are 
iacountenanced as much as they possibly can 
be by surveyors at home, and if there is the 
least thing the matter with them they are 
generally condemned. There is a Board of 
Trade regulation which pro le- 
lights should be placed at the greatest breadth 
of the ship. Ihave seen the position of the 
lights on H.B.M,’s ganboat Frolic, and I 
don’t consiler thei is in accordance 
with the Board of Trade regulations on the 
subject. ‘The sides of the bridge would be the 
places where I should put them ; protected 
with screen boards ; or immediately abaft the 
fore rigging, fixed on davite fitted into the 
deck. In either of these positions I would 
pass them, but I would not pass them where 
they are at present. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Daummoxp—The 
book I have been referring to is “Instructions 
to Surveyors in China and Japan.” It was 
prepared by the Board of Trade and sauce 
Foued by the Secretary for Foreign Affaire on 
the establishment cf a port of registry at 
Shanghai. The book is just the same as ‘t 
issued to surveyors at home, with the ex- 
ception that ‘for China and Japan” isadded, 
‘The instructions are so far binding that slips 
‘cannot clear without they have complied with 
their requirements, and certificatescan be 

























































drawn, I did not cay there was any 
defined place where lights abould be peed, 
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but they are to be visible at a distanes of two 
miles. “I believe as a rule the Board of ‘Trade 
regulations apply to the Royal but 
I dov't know whether they are 
them in a Court of Law. I have nothing to 
do with ships of the Royal Navy, and wh 
have said applies to merchant vessels only. I 
could refuse or withdraw the certificate from 
a vessel whose lights did not come up to the 
measurements I have given, if even the light 
did show the regulation are of ten 

and was visible two miles off. ‘The 
ments I have given are the test 
surements of a lamp to throw a light to 
be, visible two miles off, and it is the 
measurement surveyors act upon, and not 
tests of lamps at nights to see if they 
show the required are nnd ean be seen at two 
miles. ‘The wick of the port lamp is too small 
by aquarter of an inch. I would pass that 
Jamp with a larger burner and new glass. 

By Captain Suattanp—The  silveri 
the reflector of the star oard 
good indeed ; but the reflector itself 
small both in height and breadth, i 
flvetor in the port light is all right. 

Mr, WaiewricH, in summing up 0 
Dehialf of the Dragon, said that after the | 
and patient hearing the case had reevived fi 
his Lordship and the Assessors, and lvoking 
to the experience of the gentlemen his Lord- 
ship was fortunate enough to have as 
Assessors, he should not trouble the Court 
With a minute analysis of the evidence, 
content 
material points to be 
Court. 
be conveniently divided into two pri 
departments, if he mightso use the term. 
‘wore two questions involved. First, how di 
the two vessels get into the dangerous posi 
tions they did as regards each other ; and, 
secondly, whether, having got into suclt pos 
tions, the best was done on hoth sides to 
avoid the cousequences of the i 
which they were placed, to av 
collision—whether exch’ vessel utd 
and all it was legally bound to do when it 
Became iinminent or probable a collision 
would take place. With regard to the tirst 
branch—how the vessels got into the danger- 
ous positions they did, of course, as is usual 
in this. kind of case, there were two entirely 
conflicting stories, and the Court would have 
to decide between them. ‘There were certain 
facts of the cave about which the two parties 
were agreed—the state of the 
woather, the kind of i 
and place of the collision, and the fo 
Wind. ‘They differed as to the direction of the 
wind; but under the circumstances, the wind 
not being strong, he did not think its 
direction was at all material. It was also ap- 

arent, in fact it was a necessity of the case, 
looking at the two voyages, that the courses 
the vesuels wore atecring should be neatly op- 
posite courses. Both vessels wero in the river, 
one going one way and the other the otler 

‘The evidence bearing on th 

el, when they first sighted one 
auother, was very conflicting. ‘The story told 
by the Frolic wan very unanimous one, anil 
Tooked a formidable one to meet while, on the 
other I re Dragon had mate ‘out an 
equally unanimous and consistent story, but 
unfortunately, from no fault of her own, the 
number of her witnesses had been curtailed. 
She had lost three of her witnesses, two of 
whom would no doubt have been very im: 



























































letermined by th 
Ivappeared to him that the case might 
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portaut witnesses, namely, the mate who 
was in frout of the wheelhouse, and the 
Chinaman who was on the look-out forward. 
Both of them had gone, or heen sent, away, 


without the knowledge of the owner, the 
Captain, or the agents of the vessel ; in fact, the 
parties interested in the Dragon lind been to 
some extent thrown off their guard. Such a 
Jong time had elapsed since the cemmiencement 
of the suit on the part of the Frolic, and ite 
being prosecuted, that the owner of the 
Dragon concluded it had beou abasidoned, 
aud that it would never come toa hearing. 
Now, as regards the story on the part of th 
Dragon, It was a very simple one. Th 

enw a white light, and they said they saw it 
most unmistakeably two-and-half points o 
the starboard bow, that the helm was star- 
Doarded sufficient to bring it half » point 
more on the starboard how ; and that they 
then proceeded on that course—the light 
three points on the starboard bow —antil 
they suddenly saw.the black hull of the Frolic 
‘afew minutes before the collision ; and all the 





























witnesses from the vessel asserted most posi- 
tively and decidedly that up to the last mo- 
ment, and after the collision also, they never 
saw any sidedlichts on the Frolic. Captain 
Grevett, who was a responsible person, and 
there was no reason to doubt a word of his 
testimony, said he kept a steady watch on 
the white light through his glasses, and was 
looking expressly to see any indication of other 
lights, aud he failed to see any other light but 
the white mast-head light—uo side-lights were 

jeginning to end. Mr. Adams, 
nd Mr. Penn, an entirely inde- 
pendent witness, confirmed Captain Grevett, 
the latter apparently having taken some i 
terest in the matter. And, further, the 
witnesses were supported by’ the abundance 
of evidence from the Frolic, that immediately 
after the collision the question was asked from 
the Dragon Where are your side-lights?” 
‘There could be no mistake about that, ‘There 
was an instant demand by the Dragon for the 
side-lights, and it showed diatinetly, unle 

i if very subtle chai 










































to be no less than seven men whose duty it 
had been to attend to the mast-head and 
side-lighte, two of then being petty officers, 
All these men seemed to have been much im- 
prevsed with the 
Tights, and_ th 
was to run forward a 
altogether forgetting tl 
which bad great cause to be jealous of 
attention paid to its rival, But in the great 
abundance of evidence that had been produced 
with reference to these lights, there was 
evidence of weakness, too much eagerness 
to show that the lights were always burn- 
g brightly; and it would be difficult, 
he should say, for them to do oth it 
the extraordinary amor i 
had had, After all 
tion to the li 


































they were not lighted and out in the p. 
tions where they usually are on the Frolic, 
but what she did say was that if they were 
lighted, they were insufficient and were never 
visible 'to her, It was the starboard light 
that the Dragon said she ought to have 
and, according to the evidence, thi 
pricked up and trimmed every twenty 
(Mr. Wainewright) further analysed th 
evidence in regard to the lights, contrasting 
that given by the Frolic with Captain Gibbon’s 
experience of his lights, and expressed the 
belief that the pricking up of the wicks #0 
often, as deposed to by the sailors, might have 
had a tendency to produce swoke and dull the 
light ; and this, combined with the evidence 
of Mr. Tapp, went to show that there was 
considerable probability that the lights would 
not be seen two miles off, and then there 
was the positive evidence of the Dragon 
that she saw no lights at all. He would 
‘on to the evidence of the posi- 
tion of the vessels when they sighted each 
other. The evidence of the Frolic was that 
she passed the Lightship two cables’ lengths 
to the south, and then steered N.W. by 
W. 4 W. magnetic. He would leave it to the 
Awessors to lay down on any chart that bad 
heen produced the course described by the 
Frolic, and they would tind that if her story 
was corcect the Dragon would be, when they 
first saw her, not in the all, but 



















































shore by the Beacon; and on this point 
he specially directed the attention of the 
Court to the evidence as to the set of the 





jtide, which would make it additionally im. 
probable that the Frolic saw the Dragon on 
her port bow. He reviewed the evidence of 
the Frolic on this point at some length, and 
argued that if the sailor in the port waist boat 
saw the Dragon's light, from where be was, a 
little on the port bow, that same light, from 
the bridge of the Frolic, would be between 
twoand three points on the starboard bow and 
the evidence generally, he maintained, went 
to show that the Dragon's light, when first 
seen, was on the starboard bow and not 
on the port bow of the Frolic, which, if 
heading a little east of north at the time of 
the collision, must hare got tremendously to 
port. “He would uow deal with the second 
branch of the case—could anything have 
been done hy either vessel to avoid the 
collision? On this point they had the evidence 











of the Navigating Lieutenant of the Frolic, 
that immediately he saw the hull of the 
Dragon he attracted the attention of Captain 
Dupuis, and said she was coming into them 
under @ starboard helm. The Frolic was 
then described as being under betveen two 
and three spokes of port heli, and Heading to 
the North Bank ; and if that was so it was 
utterly impossible for the Dragon to strike 
her at right angles, Another point—did the 
Frolic do anything to avert the collision ? 
Was it not highly probable that she could 
have avoided the collision at the last moment 
by going full speed abead? When the green 
light of the Dragon burst to the view of 
the Frolic, the vessels were nearly a quarter 
of a mile apart, and in his opinion there 
was plenty of ‘time for her to go full 
speed ahead, and if she had done that 
the Dragon’ would have cleared her, It 
was also doubtful whether the Frolic could 
not have escaped by reversing the engines 
and going full speed astern. But she ap- 
peared to have done littie or uothing, 
and as an excuso said there was no tim 
but tbat was very doubtful. The whistle 
was not even sounded, which wae a most 
material point in the case, and ought not 
to be overlooked. But it might be said also 
that the Dragon did not blow her whistle. 
‘The Frolic wax in a different position to the 
Dragon, She knew a steamer was approach- 
‘but the Dragon was under the belief, 
seeing any side-lights, that she had only 
a vessel riding at anchor todeal with, Captain 
Grevett thought he had given her pl 
room, and that under auch ci 
precaution of sounding his whistle was unne- 
cessary. It was doubtful whether the Board 
of Trade Regulations, though followed by 
of the Royal Navy, were binding on 
them in a Court of Law ; but it was obviously 
a principle of justico that Her Majesty's # 
could not come into Court and be awarded 
damages for a collision if roved that 























































lind not take tions with 
regard to lights, whi ered, after 
food deal of investigati study, and 
after many years of experience, to be proper 
aud adequate to prevent collisions at vea. ‘The 
1g Act, 





Legislature, by the Merchant Shippi 
had provided that if the lights used were not 
im accordance with the regulations of the 
Board of Trade, and it could be proved that 
the insufficiency of the lights in any way con- 
tributed towards the collision, the offendir 
itled to recover. 
it 










vessels in heavy claims,’ unless they adhered. 
to theregulations which another section of the 
Government said wore necessary and proper 
precautions to be observed to avoid collisions 
at sea, There was ample evidence to show 
that the lamps of the Frotic were not what 
was required by the Regulations of the Board 
of ‘Trade, and. this infringement, he cone 
tended, disentitled her tothe relief she asked ; 
on the other hand, the Dragon's atory 

jircumstances of the collision was per- 
fectly simple, perfectly cousistent, ani. the 
one in which’ he had little doubt ‘the Court 
would put faith, 

Mr. Rexwie, in replying on bebalf of 
the Frolic, remarked that when he had the 
honour of opening the case to the Court, he 

ed out the two great points of divergence 
Between the parties to the uit ; and now, it 
seemed to Tong and careful 
investiga pand tl 
bad devoted to the case, there wer 
those two points to comment upon, 
roceeding to review tl 
























Betore 
idence, he would 
first dispose of what his learned friend, Mr, 
Wainewright, had urged with respect to the 
Board of Trade Regulations, by citing the 








opinion of Sir Robert Phillimore in the 
‘case fof the Magnet, decided in 1875. Having 
read Sir Robert Phillimore’s opinion, which 
was to the effect that the Board of Trade 
instructions were not binding in a Court of 
Law, he presumed it was needless for him 
to discuss the question of the instru 
tions to surveyors, upon which Mr. Tapp’s 
evidence was based, as to the measurements 
of lights, &. No doubt Mr. Tapp, a3 a 
surveyor to the Board of Trade, might 
refuse or withdraw a certificate from a ves 
because her lamps were not of the dimensions 
required by the Board of Trade instructions 














There was no doubt her Majesty's ships 
acted under the regulations of the Order in 
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Cou ‘but when the matter came into 
Court, aud the question of the sufficiency of 
the lamps was considered, the Board of Trade 
instractions to their surveyors, had not, 
‘an Sir Robert Phillimore said, any binding 
effect ; therefore, a0 far as the present case 
‘was concerned, they found themselves exactly 
‘position aa they were before 

fidence was given. All the 
jad to consider was whether the 





Coart 
Yghta carried. by the Frolic” were. suii- 
ciently large, as required by the Order in 


Council, to throw a light over or of ten 
points, and to be visible at the distance of 
two miles, ‘That was the only thing obliga- 
tory on British ships, and the Frolice lamps 
had been inepected and tested by his Lordship 
and the Asressors ; and it was for them to 
decide whether they were sufficient for the 
purposes for which they were intended, and 
It they were not, whethor their deficiency 
contributed to the collision. With regard to 
the starboard light being smaller than the 
port light, he would again quote the case of 
the Magnet, Having done 0, he next cited the 
cane of the Bougainville in which Sir Robert 
Phillimore further said that there was no 
egally defined position for Tights to be placed 
on vessels, Upon these authorities he was con- 
tent to leave the question of the lights in the 
hands of the Court, knowing that his Lord- 
ship and the Assessor had seen their posi- 
tions on the Frolic ; they had examined them, 
and could form their own opinion with regard 
to them. He had felt it necessary to cite the 
cases he had, because it had beea contended 
that the alleged deficiencies in the lamps 

it to debar his clients from 
suit. 















































of Captain Dupuis, that of the 
‘Navigating Lientenant, the look-out 
jeademan ; and all of the 
inotly that they saw the 
light on the port bow, and that 
toon afterwards her red light’ came into 
view, and remained in view until immediately 
before the collision. A. great deal had been 
made by the other side, of the leademan seeing 
the lights on the port bow, when be was in the 
port waist hoat ; but, as bis Lordship and the 
Annosnors did not a] with the 


























Dupuin and the Navigating 
Beacon was nearly straight ahead, and the 
Lightship nearly direct astern. This story 
was plain and consistent, and entitled to the 
credence of the Court. On the other band, 
the Dragon said she first sighted the Frolic 
2} points on the ataroard bow. ‘That was 
bighly improbable, and had been moat per- 
tly. denied. throughout the whole hear- 
g by the officers of the Frolic, and it 
le for it to be true, 
to be a probable story, 
sd with tho extraordinary blind: 
noss on the Dragon's part in reference to the 
Fro i ‘the Dragon's account 
improbable, Of course 
form their own opinion 
aa to whether the ide-lighte were buming 
or not, It seemed clear they were burning, 
in fact, Mr. Hannen, in bis opening, con- 
fessed he would not take apon himaclf to 
deny that they were ; but the extraordinary 
thing about them was the persistent denial 
on the part of Dragon that they were 
visible- i 
but tl 
altogether incre: 
ordinary piece of evidence in the whole 
case, Speaking of Captain Grevett’s evidence, 
id there could be no doubt that it was 
\is original intention to cross the bow of » 
vessel at anchor, on her northern side, with 
the tide setting him on to her. This, to say 
the least, was not a wise thing to do, and the 
vidence showed that he had not been watch- 
the igs very carefully, Captain 
Grovett had said he agreed with the rale 
that when be saw a white light and was 
in donbte about it, it was better to assume 
‘that it was the light of a vessel in motion, but 
in the next breath he admitted that he did 






































































to do under the circumstances. 
to what had been said as to the measurrs that 
should have been taken hy the Frolic to 
avoid the collision, he need only say that 

tain Dupuis and the Navigating Lieutenant 
had both given. it as their ovinion that 
there was not sufficient time to enable them 
either to reverse the engines and go full 
speed astern, or to go full speed ahead 
with any good effect. The green light of 
the Dragon burst upon them so suddenly, 
that there was no time for either manceuvre, 
On this point he cited the care of the 
Jesmond, and then went on to say that 
is learned friend Mr. Hannen, in present- 
ing his ease to the Court, appealed for 
ite consideration on accuunt’ of the absence 
of certain material witnesees. Now, he (tr. 
Rennie) did not appeal to the Court for con- 
sideration in that respect. They had put 
their case fully before the Court. ‘They had 
brought all the, persons from the sbip whose 
evidence was likely to be of any use, not 























because all the witnesses he had produced 
we ceasary to Bros is case, but he had 
brought them to Court so that they could 


be cross-examined and their story well 
sifted by the other side. It was not 
only unfortunate for the Dragon, but it war 
unfortunate for the Frolic also, that stepx 
had not been taken to obtain the evidence of 
the absent second mate and the look-out man, 
for, if an opportunity to cross-examine them 
had been afforded, perhaps 
have heen thrown on the my 
whether or not the Frolic’s side-li 
ever visible at all. The evidence of these 
absent witnesses might have heen of the 
‘utmost importance to the Frolic's case, 
as tending to clear away some of the extra: 
ordinary evidence that now surrounded it. It 
'y for him tospeak of the Dragor 
‘As Captain Grevett said, she 

and this 
nent the co 
In conclusion, he 





































was considered inevitable. 








submitted that the case, as originally ‘put 
forward on the part of the Froiic, had been 
amply supported by the evidence ; and he 


thought the Court would have little difficulty 
in coming to the conelu-ion that the Dragon, 
for want of a proper look-out and in star: 
boarding, was to blame for the colli 
that hi 
all tha 













12th February. 
‘To-day His Lordship delivered the following 





‘Theso were cross.causes of damage a 
out of a collision that occurred on the 
of the 16th Augu 
the Yangtze, 








ight 
last, near the mouth of 
joint between the Kintoan 
ightship, and were, 
t of the parties, heard upon th 
idence and at the same time. The 
Dragon, a British-owned steamer, was on an 
outward voyage from this port to Nagasaki 
and the Frolic, a gur-vessel of H.M.’s Navy 














Beacon and the ‘T'ungel 
by agree 




















tight compartments 


t wunk ; a8 
it was, ber com 


heaching 
ime of the 
mn both vessels were under steam only 
the weather was dark, but fine and clear; 
and the tide about three quarters ebb. 

‘The cate for the Frolic—which was the first 
to institute proceedings—was this :—Having 

two cables’ length to the southward of 

the Lightship at 9.45 p.m, she shaped a course 
of N.W. by W. 4 1V. Magnetic, to bring her 
to the Kintoan Beacon, a light some 16 or 17 
miles wearer Shanghai, and bearing in the 

rection named from the Lightship. Shortly 
after sighting the Beacon, whi ai 
10.10 p.m, she sighted first t 
light and next the port-light of a vessel which 
proved to be the Dragon, from 4 to 5 miles 
of, and alittle on the port bow. She con- 
tinued for some ten minutes to watch the 
Dragon, which was evidently approaching her 
along the same line between the Beacon and 
the Lightship; and finding that the vessels 
were still preserving the same bearings towards 
each other, she, when they were two wiles 
apart, ported three-quarters of a point and 
then ‘eased her helm. The effect of this 
being to bring the other's red light into view, 
‘he continued on her course till finding that 
‘the Drogon was not giving way but seemed 







































With regard | to be till coming down upon ber, she once 





more—when they were » mile apsrt—ported 
to the same extent (3 of a point) and then 
eased as before, After two or three minutes 
‘on this course the Dragon's green light came 
suddenly into view, when the ships were 
tant about two cables’ length from each 
other ; and though the Frolic’s helm was then 
put hard-a-port, the Dragon ran at right 
jer port quarter, about 30 feet 
. The collision occurred at 
10.35 p.m., and about seven miles from 
Lightship; aud in her 
ascribes it to the insufficient look-out that 
was kept on board the Drayon, and to her not 
having ported so as to pase on the Frolic’s 
port lian. 
‘The Dragon's caso was thi 
steering S.E. by E. 2 E. true, 



























p.m. 3 5 
(which she took to be that of a vessel at 
anchor, but which turned out to be the mast. 
head light of the Frolic) distaut about two 
miles and bearing 2) p n her starboard 
bow. She starboarded half a point to give 
more room, and continued on that course, 
«ill found the hull of th 
it threo ships! engi 
at right angles across her Lows, 
aud although she hard-aported and alowed 
(the order to stop and reverse did not reach 
the engine-room), it was too late to avoid 
striking the Frolic, which she did in the way 
id at the point stated by the Frotic. She 
also makes the collision occur at 10.35, but 
puts the locality five or six miles from the 
Lightship. She asserts furthur that from 
first to last no lights of the Frolic were seen 
except the manthead-light ; and she ascribes 
the collision to the want or insufficiency of 
\t4 on board the Frolic, 
expected, the two 
nly debated at the 
ig were the cardival ones of the lights of 
the Frolic and the hearinge of the vessels from 
each other when first wighted, It will be 
convenient to take the question of lights firat, 
hocause if that is determined against tho 
Frolic she must (36 ani 37 Viet. ©, 85, 8, 17) 
he deemed to he 1m fault, while if determine 
adversely to the Dragon, this will be well- 
nigh conclusive as to the’ inefficiency of the 
Jook-rut kept on board her, aud that will ia 
xreat weight in the 
tion of the remaining question— 
ys of the two ships, 

Now ay to the question of lights on board 
the Frolic, it way antecedently highly is 
robableto any the leaat—that on board 
ritiah ship-of-war, with (for times of peace) 
80 large a complement of men, so obvious a 
duty as the exhibition of lights would be 
overlooked ; and the body of evidence that 
was called established beyond any doubt that 
what one would have expected was really the 
case, It was therefore fraukly, and properly, 
admitted ‘by the Counsel for the Dragon ak 
he clove of the plaintif’s case, that he could 
ispute that the Frolic’ lights were lit; 
nded that they were insufficient, 
and that being 60 they were not seen on 
board the Dragon. Now all that the law 
the matter of light 

placed that they 
jend to two points abaft the beam, 

and for a distance of two mile 

statute or regulation that Lam aware of that 
prescribes a particular position for the light, 
or ® particular wize of lamp or reflector oF 
wick, ‘The Board of Trade may have thought 
fit to give instructions, with regard to these 































































































ar other details, to their surveyors, 
for ‘bei guidance in the performauee of theit 
du wotore of whips, and for the pur- 






possible uniformity 
the language of the 
LR. 4 Adm, at 
, except in wo far as such instructions 
are authorized by statute, they can have no 
binding effect upon Englieh vessels.” 
sufficiency, then, or the insufficiency of the 
lights that were in use on board the Frolic on 
the evening of the collision, depends not on a 
Board of ‘Trade Surveyor’s measurements of 
the various portions of the lamp, but on 
whether the opinion of practical men the 
lights were such as could be seen under the 
conditions stated, To ascertain thie, the 
Nautical Assessors—to whom the Court and 
the parties are so much indebted for th 
assistance in the case—at night viewed th 
lights from a distance. ‘They found the red 
Tight to be» very good ‘one, and the green, 
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though not so brilliant as the red, still a good 
light ; and the result of their inspection was to 
convince them that on’such a mht as that of 
the cullision is described by both parties to 
have been, the lights must have been visible 
for quite ‘two miles, and over the requisite 
are of the horizon, 

‘The lights having been thus ascertained to 
be sufficient, it follows that they ought to 
have been seen from the Dragon, and that if 
they were ‘not seen, it was because a good 
Jook-out was not kept. Indeed, I may say 
that the look-out rust have been very bad, 

















for it is asserted that at mo time were any 
side-lights seen on the Frolic, and yet just 
before the collision she was, at some three 


Jengths off, heading to cross the Dragon's 
bows with her red light necessarily in full 
of the Dragon, 
e first qu —tbat of lights—being 
posed of, the next is tho bearings of the 
vessels from each other when first sighted. 
‘The Frolic says the Dragon was a little v1 
the port-bow ; the Dragon says the Frolic was 
2} poiuts on the starboard bow. In determin. 
ing which of theso versious is the correct one, it 
is nut possible, nor would it be proper, to over- 
Took the fact that the look-out of the Dragon 
has been shown to be defective, and we must 
therefore be on our guard against acceptin 
‘on a comparatively nice point the evidence o 
‘witnesses whio failed.to see the light of a 
scl when sho was across their bows a few 
Tengths off. Wo certainty ought not to accept 
their statement in’ the faco of evidence that 
hhas not been shown to be untrustworthy, 
lets we aro driven to do so. But in tru 
‘when other portions of the Dragon's evidenc 
aro coniderod, there is the strongest possible 
reason for uot accepting the Dragon's state 
mont on this point, ‘Ihe collision occurred at 
2 spot somewhat to the nort—the Captain of 
the Dragon put it on the chert.» good deal to 
the north—of the lin between the Beacon and 
ightebiip, and the Dragon had been by 
her own showing steering a straight course 
Dotweon tno tie pointe. If We Frolic 
‘was, when sighted by the Dragon, at 2 
off 24 pointy on the atarboard bow, 
havo Leen considerably to the sout 
that line, and it is iniponsible 
could—remaining on: the sume bearing till 
the last moment, as the Drayon 
did, the Drugon’ herself having meanwhile 
starboarded —half-a-poiut — have got 
collision at all. In our opinion, the bs 


































































of the vessels were very neatly what the 
Frolic states them to have beeu. 


There was 








would bring the other ight right 
it came into view, aud sucl course exch wa: 
following for a considerable time before either 
ip sighted the other. And before they did 
‘sight each other, each had got the two lights 
Wwhiich they had been reapectively steering 
to and from, ahead and astern as they had 
fntended, aud the lights so continued (each 
says) till tho collision all but occurred, As 1 
have said, there is no room for mistake in 
ements: the Dragon's is believed, 
30 no reason for refusing to extend 
«thy same credence to the Frolic 
Having disposed of the two main questions 
that were in issue between the parties—that 
is, having found that the lights on board the 
Frolic were sufficient, and that the bea 
of the ships wore as nearly as possible as 
stated them to be,—tho rest of the caso pre- 
no difficulty. ‘The being in the 
Position of meeting end-on, it was the duty 
of each to port. ‘The Frolic did this, the 
Dragon did not—the Drayon is therefore in 
fault, It ocourred r whether 
the Frolic ported ‘ought, to 
hhave doue—a point that I believe was not 
taken at the hearing—but the Assessors think 
that having ported twice, in all about 14 
ints, go as to show her own red light aud 
that of the Dragon distinctly into 
he did all that was required of her. 
points were, I think I may say, 

























































‘Thre: 
atrongly urged upon’ us on behalf of the 
Dragon. Tt was said, first, that the fact of 
‘the leademan seeing, from the port waist-boat, 





the Dragon's light 'n little on the port bow, 
the light mast have heen from the bridge 2.or 
Spoints on the starboard bow. ‘This view 
the Court is quite unable to follow. It wns 
said, next, that if the Dragon's light st four 
miles off was a little on the port bow, she 
gauat have been ashore, ry 

















examination of the chart does not at all bear 
‘out—having regard to the place we put the 
Frolic in when she sighted the Dragon. And, 
Gnally, it was said that if at the last moment 
the speed of the Frolic had been increased to 
fall speed- from 85 revolutions to 100— 
she would have got clear. This is a more 
ficult question : the Aesessore think it po 
sible that this might have been the result, 
bat we do not consider it fair that a com: 
mander should be put in a position of diffi- 
culty and danger by improper navigation on 
the part of the commander of the other vesse 
‘and then held to blame because he did not, in 
the excitement of the moment, do everything 
that cool reflection might have suggested as a 
possible means of escape from the difficulty. 
Captain Dupuis’ own words on this point, in 
reply to the Assessor, wer didn’t think 
it e attempting to increase the 
jolutions : there wasn’t time for 
her to feel the effect ;” and the Assessors are 
not prepared to say positively that be was 
wrong in his opinion. 

On the grounds mentioned, I find the 
Dragon solely to blame for the collision, and 
pronounce accordingly sgainst her with costs, 
‘There will be the usual reference to the 

try to assess the damage, 
Before leaving the care, the Assessors wish 
me to remark upon the urgent necessity 
there is for ships ha are set of lamps, 
both postible break 
ing of lamps from accident, and by way of insur- 
ing the continuous lighting of th 
the pre Was no spar 
lamp of the size of the one that was injured, 
and the Frolic had in consequence to be navi: 
gated with one inferior to that usually carried 
it further appeared, on our visit by day 
1¢ Frolic, that neither of tho lamps in use 
could be trimmed without the ship being 
deprived of vide lights forthe period necensary 
for that operation, It is only too probable 
that serious accidents will happen 
liabilities be incurred, if auch a 
mitted to continue, 
tunately for the Frolic, the 
loft on the minds of the Court or th 
as to the lights being in their position and 
showing sufficiently for some time prior to the 
shipe sighting each other and up till after the 
col another case it wight be 
impossible to establish these points with any- 
thing like certainty, and in such an event 
the iseue of the case would be very different 
from what it has been in the present, Te is 
sd also that H.M.'s ships- 
hould be provided with 
lights in sizo and power at least up to th 
i f the Board of Trade. This 
sar from the evidence given in 
0 the case, 
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CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 8th Feb, 
Before R, A. Mowat, Esq. 
R, J. Cann», HD. Wooure. 


Plaintiff, who belongs to the steamer Han- 
Kou, sued to recover $24.40, value of some tea 
he procured for defendant at Haukow, 
May or Juno last, and which had not been 
paid for, although defendant had made re 
peated promises to pai 
‘Defendant appeared, and admitted the debt. 

‘His Honour asked defendant when he could 
pay the money? 

‘Defendant replied that as soon as he had 
astisfied a provious judgment, he would take 
this on ‘its turn, 

Tn answer to further questions as to what 




















property he possessed, defendant said he bad 
‘Some goods under lien to the Chartered Mer- 
cantile Bank, which they had allowed him 


to sell; amd’as soon as he had realised the 
profits, he would be in » better position to 
P'The Usman informed the Court that he 
believed those goods were now in the hands of 
‘Messrs, Frazar & Co, 

Defendant said that Head-constable Barnes 
knew all about his ownership of those goods, 
and aleo as to their being now in the bands 
of Messrs. Frazar & Co. With respect to the 
tea for which he was now sued, he procured 
it for another person, who was now in Lon- 
don, and who had paid him only half the 
money for it. 

















tea, he did not return it, as he (plaintiéf) 
might have disposed of it elsewhere? 

Defendant replied that he had hoped to 
obtain the mone} 

His Hoxovz—Did you pay plaintiff the 
half—the money you received ? 

Defendant —No, 1 did not 

His Hoxour said that was very bad, 
but little short of dishonesty. What g 
were those defendant had spoken of ? 

Defendant esid they were harness and 
leather, and had been put into tho hands of 
Messrs, Frazar & Co. for realisation. 

His Honour said all he could do inthe 
caso was to enter jadgment for plantiy for 
the amount claimed, with $3 costs, Plaintiff's 
best course would be to go and e 
the goods defendant said were 
deavour to arrange that on their being sold, 
sy surplus after the charges upon them were 
defrayed, should not be handed over to 
defendant, but held towards 
plaintiff's claim, 
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oods 




























POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 8th Feb, 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq, 

R. (W. Poranaxp) v, Parrick McCaxs, 
Charge of Housebreaking. 

Prisonss a fireman of the steamer Stentor, 
was brow i 
jiously breaking and entering velling- 

whe Hongkew Wharf, ith stent 6 
a felony, on the night of the Slst 









January, 

'W. Poroxaxp deposed—I am wharfinger at 
Messrs. Jardine’s Associated Wharves, Be 
tworn ten and twelve o'clock on Thuraday 
night, the Slst January, Iwas called by « 
0) watchman, I went with him to 
office of the wharf, which is a ho 
clerk and office combi 
undergoing repairs, 

















was closed, We entered by an open window 
on the ground floor, which was used during 
the repairs as a door. I went upstairs, 





and on the landing found all the glass 
doors closed. I observed that the bottom 
van of one of the doors was 
wroken. I tried tho door, but it did not 
open, I next tried to unbolt it, but could 
not. I then passed through the aperture into 
the room, ‘There was a light in the room, It 
was Mr. Hendera bedroom. Prisoner 
then came from by with his 
off. 1 1¢ was doing tha 
Ho said that was just what he wanted to 
know. I next asked him if he waa drank, 

plied, No, not now.” I then told 
him T ehould have to detain him until the 
Police came. I sent for tho Police, and 
remained with the prisoner in the room, 
‘When the Police came, I gave him in charge, 
He mado a disconnected statement about 
there having been » fight in the street, and 
also ‘under the offices.” 

By Mr, Staipiixo—In my opinion prisoner 
was perfectly sober when I aaw him in the 
room. 

Prisoner asked no questions of witness, but 
said he remembered nothing about it. 

_ Guunret HExpensow deposed—I am a clerk 
in the general office of the sociated Wharves, 
I reside in the hou in question. I left 
‘my house on the evening named shortly before 
six o'clock, leaving my boy in charge. I 
returned between eleven and twelve, On 
going upstairs, Lfound the door of my hed- 
room locked, but a pane of glava at the bottom 

. The panes in the door are large 
‘and aman could get through the aper- 
ture, Pieces of the broken gla were lying 
about. When I left, there was no broken 
glass there. I (ound everything undisturbed 
in my room, just nx Thad lefe it, T found 
my lamp buruing. ‘The lamp was not burning 
when I left, as it was not dark then, 

By His Wonsure—Prisoner could not see 
‘whether there was anyone in the room, before 
entering it. ‘The screen prevented him. 

Police-sergeant Luoyp deposed—I was sent 
for about half-past ten o'clock on the night 
of the 31st January, to the wharf. I went 
there and saw the prisoner in Mr. Henderson's 
room. Mr. Poignand was there, and gave 
prisoner in charge, saying he had broken into 
the room. There were also a number of 
Chinese there, Teaw a paneof glass had heen 



















































Plaintiff asked why, if defendant found 
any difioulty in obtaining payment for the 
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a number of Chinese, bad ran upstairs to got 
away from them, pat bis shoulder against 
the glaas and broke it, and #0 got into the 
room. He also said “it waa lucky for the 








Chinese that he had not got stick or some- 
thing in his hand. The top of the broken pane 


or. 


‘was not more than two feet from the 
Taearched, but could not find 
‘There was only a small pocket ki 
the prisoner. I thought  prisoi 
Grinkiog some time previously, 
slept most of the effects of it off, 
very slightly under the influence of drink. 

‘Tt was here atated both by Mr. Poignand 
and Mr. Henderson that prisoner must have 
stooped or gone on his knees to have broken 
‘the pane. 

ir, HENDERSON'S houseboy next deposed, 
through Yang Hei-yung, the interpreter—My 
master went out at six o'clock, and I also 
went away then, Icame back at eight, and 
Jit tho lamp. I’ left at 8.30 to go home to 
sleep, leaving the lamp burning. Everything 
‘was in order then, My home is in the street, 
wharf, I took the key with mo 
My mastor alto had a key. I went back n 
‘morning, at 6,30, and found one of the pa 
of glass in tho door had been broken, The 
glass was not broken when I left tho night 
Previous. 

‘Mr Srarrxixo stated that it was thought 
one of the watchmen on the wharf could give 
material evidence, if the case was further 
remanded for his examination. 

‘The Chief Engineer of the Stentor was in 
Court, and in reply to questions said the 
steamer would sail on Satu 


































Hii 
‘an a very serious one, remanded the privone: 
‘until ten ofelock next morning ; and directed 
that the watchman spoken of should be in 
attendance. J 
9th Feb, 
R, (WW, Porowann) v. Parniox MoCaxn, 
Remanded Oharge of Housebreaking. 
Sharge wore reported 
nos, Tho caro was 
of a Cantonese 
watchman, who, it was atatod, first saw the 
prisoner when he camo to the house he was 
charged with entering. 

‘A-xoxt depored, through Wing, who acted 
as interpreter—I am a watchman employed at 
‘Jardine's Associated Wharves, About 9.30 
P-m., about nine days ago, prisoner came to 
the T asked bim in ib, “* What's 
1” He replied to me by putti 
ame question, ‘* What's the matter?” { 
‘watchman, Prisoner then 
























hie hold, and ran awi 
Prisoner’ then went upstairs, He entered 
‘through a window. ‘That was the proper way 
at the time, because the house was being re. 
paired. Iran to the compradore’s room, 
acd gave information that the prisoner had 
one up the officeatairs. I afterwarde went to 
fetch the Police, When Ij first saw the 
prisoner, there war no ono else about—there 
‘were no Chinese following him. I was then 
atanding outside the office window. The 
prisoner came from the wharf. To was walk. 
ing at an ordinary pace. No one was follow- 
ing him, Ho came atraight to tho place where 
Twas standing, as if he was going into the 
‘office. Th light where I was stand- 
ing, and the prisoner could see me. Iwas 
not standing in the shade of a pillar or any- 
thing else. I think prisoner might have bad 
some liquor. j 
‘By Mr. Sraretixo—There is awideverandah 
at the place to which prisoner csmé,’ and I 
was walking up and down under it. When 
‘he came up, I stood near the ordinary door, 
which was closed ; but the window by which 
‘entrance was gained was open, When prisoner 
put hia hand on my clothes. he did not pull 
me roughly. After I bad disengaged his hand 
ud ra aa he tried to chase me, but I 
jomped off the verandah. Prisoner did not 
jump off the verandah after me, but turned 
‘and wont upstaire. On my way to the com- 
radore's room, I heard the sound of glass 
reaking. It seemed to come from upstairs. 
‘There was no one, to my knowledge, upstairs 
‘ut the prigoner,.” I went on duty at six p.m., 
and saw no stranger go up between that time 
and the time the prisoner catie. I was walking 
about the all the time, ° 













































Prisoner said he bad no questions to ask 
the witness, and repeated that Le did not 
remember anything at all about the matter. 

‘His Worsmrr said that was a kind of ex- 
planation he could not listen to—it was very 
easily offered. The case was one for a jury 
to decide. ‘There was no doubt prisoner 
broke into the house, but the question was 
with what intent, and of that a jury was the 
proper judge. His Worship must therefore 
send kim before a jury. 

Prisoner was further remanded till Monday 
morning, when all the witnesses would have to 
be in attendance to complete and sign the 
depositions. 

















ps Uth Feb. 
R, (WV. Poroxasn) v. Parascx MeCans, 
Charge of Housebreaking. 

The particulars of this ease have slready 
been ‘reported in our colamns, and the pro- 
seedings thin moruing were purely oral 
The witnesses attended for the depositions. to 
be read over and signed, and this being done, 
prisoner was comunitted to take his trial before 
a jury. 

















R, (Police) v. Hesny Haxsex. 
Drunkenness, 

Prisoner, who is a sailor on the barquo 
Agnes Muir, was charged with being drunk 
and incapable in a jinrikeha on the Houan 
Road, at 10 p.m. the previous night. 

Cautioued, anit ordered to pay 
the Court, $1.50. 




















NAVAL COURT. 
Amoy, 15th Jan, 

Before Gro. Purisrs, Presidlent ; ©. Hey- 
warp, Nav.-Lieut. 1.31.8. Magpie; Ropexr 
Frurg, Master, barque Rachel; Kt. H. Anport, 
Mater, barque Parmenio, 

A Naval Court was held at the British 
Consulate on the 15th January, to investigate 
the circumstances under which the bargue 
Novelty, of Sydney, was wrecked wear 
Keelung, Formosa. "The following is the 
finding of the Court — 

“That the Court is of opinion that when 
the master Jost his kedge anchor and found 
the ship drifting on to the shoro, he should 
have at once anchored with the bower, 
paid out a good length of cable 

‘as hie did, uutil he was ol 





































'B 

The Court hereby expresses its dinsatiefao- 
the want of a good hawser on board 

wel, as, if she had been provided with 

been warped out clear of 








“Taking into consideration that the master 
stayed by the ship as long as there was a 
obsnce of saving her and her cargo, his 
certificate is hereby returned to him. 

«That the clerk of the Court be al:swed a 
fee of £2, and that iar fee be paid to the 
Nautical Assessors f lance, 
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Gxtragts. 








‘TELEGRAMS. 
(Straits Times Eatra. ) 
London, 12th Januar; 
The fortress of Nisch, which had 
besieged by a picked corps of 12,000 Ras 
with powerful siege train in addition to a Ser- 
force, capitulated yesterday, after several 
day's continuous fighting. The Servian troops 
now occupy the fortress. The stronghold of 
Antivari, in defence of which the Turki 
ironclad’ squadron has been employed, has 
made an unconditional surrender to the Mon- 
‘tenegrins under Prince Niche 


















14th January. 
Tho transport Euphrates, with the 6th D: 
goons and six batteries of Artillery outward 
bound, and the Jumna, which the 2nd bat- 
talion of the 12th Regiment homeward bound, 
have been detained at Malta by teleyraph 
orders from London. It is expected that ai 
other troopsbip now passing the Canal home- 
wards, will also be stopped at Port Said. 
16th Janus 
Server and Namyk Pashss, invested with 


fall powers, ave 























Nicholas, 

‘The Turke are bombarding Eupator 
(2 Yalta.) and Theodosia in the Crimer 

16th January, 

Advices from Constantinople state that a 
great battle was. fought on the 14th 
between Tartar Bazardchik and Phi 
aud that the fighting was recommenced on the 
following morning. Suleiman Pasha’s posie 
tious were afterwards closer on to Philippopolis 
than hefore the battl 

Lorl Derby is unwell. Meetings contin 
to be held in favour of England adhering to a 
policy of neutrality. 

Professor Fawovit, 3.P., has mado aspeoch, 
in which he attacked the Frontier policy of 
the Indian Goverument, and said that he 
tended moving for a Parliamentary Committee 
of enquiry into the subject, 

‘The Russian head-quarters have beeu trang- 
ferred to Kezanlik, 























17th Jan, 

Austria aud England have informed Turkey 
and sussia that, while admitting an armistice, 
they will not recognise a separate peace con- 
trary to the Treaty of Paris of 1856, without 
their assent, Greece is Anoutbreak 
in ‘Thessaly and Epirus is imminent, 

A diplomatic communication, from the 
French Foreign Minister states that the polioy 
‘of the French Government on the Eastern 
question is one of political expectanoy, but 
that France could never reu different to 
any change in the political geography of the 
Mediterranean littoral, 

Midhat Pasha was called to London on the 
Ist it is believed that this was 
















































in Crete, states that 
ruber of Christian fainilies attempted 
Ist January to enter Rottino, but 
popu 








on ti 
that they were hindered by the Turki 

















Jatic maltreated them and shut the 
gates agaivat ‘The Engli ice-Consul. 
twas pursaed. by Turks, sword ‘The 
troops remain inactive, No serious conse 





quences renulted from the outrage. 
‘Cho English irouclad Rupert has arrived at 
Rett 
Sir Henry Elliott, Iately Br 
at the Porte, has been appointed Ambassador 
Sir Andrew Buchai 














f Derhy all along i 
vied manner that there was 
terveution, 
26th January. 

Sir Stafford Northcote, Chancellor f the 
Exchequer, tater that the Mediterranean 
Squadron ‘has been ordered to enter tho 
Dardavelles, solely for the purpose of Kooping 
the “waterway” and to protect“ Britie 
u the ‘peace condi 
British Squadron will be 
ordereit to wtay at the entry of the Dardat 
granting that it is required, but it in not 
templated, 

‘The Porte is pled, 
conditions of peace tntil the treaty of peace 
has been concluded between his Goverment 
and that of Russia, 

27th January. 


announced, will 








Turkey in a 
no hope of British i 






























‘The Earl of Derby, it 
retain office, provirionally. 

‘The Porte ix not informed of the signature 
up to the prem 
of peace which have 
ally communicated to the Turkish 
tare not to be revealed, other 
jan Head Quarters will continu 





















itish Fleet entored the Dardanelles, 
and withdrew directly to Besika Ba; 

















‘Avbertisement. 
s tT H™M A 
AND CHRONIC BRONCHITIS. THE MOST 
fh FFECTUAL 





REMEDY IS 


pam. TATULA, 
‘prepared in all forms, for 
‘smoking end inhalation, by 


gamer, & MOORE, 


14S, New Boid-st,London, 
sand Sold by them and all 





for Kezanlik to | 


heist and Storeksepers throughoot the World, 


(2) 55 —o-mf—alt, 137-78 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 





SHANGHAI, 13:m FEBRUARY, 1878, 


Annvats.—The P. & O, steamer Indus, and M.M. steamers Yang-teé and Ava, with London mails of 21st, 14th 
and 28th December respectively. ‘The steamer Glenorohy, and sailing vessel Agnes Muir, from London; and the steamers 
Nestor and Teucer, from Liverpool. 








topped by China New-Year—was remumed on 6th instant, On that date thore were two 


PIECE GOODS.—Business—which ws 
and the 


respectable sales of 84-1b. Grey Shirtings neyotiated—the one, 10,000 pieces of Double Cock at Tis. 1.30 per piece for Ji 

‘other 7,500 pieces of Dowhurst's Eagle for the river ports at Tle. 1.79 per piece, shewing for the latter 1 cand, improv 

valuo.on 29th ultimo. -At the first Kin Ming auction, also, © shade better was obtained for Cotton goods ; and 

with some minor transactions in 7-Ibs, ; in 7-Ib, and 8-lbe, 7-Cloths ; in Long Ells; and in American Drills—all don 

current before the holidays set in—were viewed as favorable aymptomi for the ycar on which we hav 

afterwards, howover, there was uot much going on, but where moderate firmness was displayed, the advautago was with seller 
sady, with a tendency towards strength on the part of holders, 


been sales of 8}-Ibs. aggregating 18,000 pieces at Tis. 1.70 and Tis, 1.69 per 
5 Lion and Three Legs of Man ; at ls. 1.63 for Horse and Jockey, and at Tle, 1.274 for Red Dove and Lie Bagle, 
‘Pho inferior makes are wanted for JaraN and for Cazro0, but the stock is very low, and sellers are, in consequence, demanding advanced 
‘For OnEs00 a ateamer—the only one since the Nortlern season closed—is advertised to sail’on Friday. Of 7-Ibs. the settle 
Demand has run upoa the commouer descriptions, but there, too, aro reduced in atock, and, as. rule, are held for hi 
figures tl t the mor welined to pay. For similar reasons there has been nothing doue in G-lbs. Of Heavy SI 
only 1,000 pieces are reported at ls, 1.92} for common and Tis, 2.174 for Hand and Branch, 


White Shirtings.—Sales—about 11,000 pies —at Tis. 1.28 per piece for ordinary 56 reeds, and Tis, 1.48} and Tis. 1.83 per pieco for 
Stewart's Lion and Flag, aud the Vai Wo Stag 64 reeds. 


Only a tring business published, prices unchanged. Common 7-Ihs, TL. 0.9.0 per piece, and Mexicans Tis, 1.09 for ordinary 
‘Pia, 1.34 for Gold Dragon, and Tis, 1.374 for Dewhurst’s M.T. XX. 8-Ibe. ‘Tia, 1.40 per piece. 


rade wiry a-going for Amorican Drills on 7th instant, and nearly 14,500 pieces of those have si 
buyers have taken the whole or only a portion, we it as yet positively ‘Tho rates aovepted for the lot 
0 for P.M.C.D. Dragon—4,500 piecos—Tls, 2.73 2.724 for MMD—Flying He 000 pieces—aud Tis, 2.70 for B.M.A. Cock 

Of English 1 h » not more than 2,600 pieces hi and of over 2,000 piec Stewart's 
Dragon R. at Tie, 1.81 per ‘a slight advance on last year's rates, but wholly inadequate as vot against the decline iu Sterling 


Exchange. In Dutch Drills there has bee no movement, 


Jeans and Sheetings.—Tho market for either cannot as yet be declared opened. 1,950 pieces of Dragon Jeans have been sold at Tis. 1.30 
co; and n fow Continental Sheetings—American—bave realised ‘ls. 2.50 per piece. Holders of American Sheetings prope 























the close, the Cotton goods market, generally, ecems fairly 





piece for Dewhurt 










































14 their own, and amall lots of Turkey Reds T-Cloths, special import, 
f Blue Chintzes is noted at Tle. 1.15 per piece. Dyed Brocades are offering on the 






























ti 
market, but are not looked at with a view to business by the dealers, Damasks—not wanted ; and Velvets, market quie! 
‘Woollens.—The first auction of H.D.B. goods takes place this forenoon, and the catalogue embraces a quantity of H.H. Woolle 
fold at the same Particulars will be found below. Outside the auctions there bas been scarcely any bus dos n 
inoo the date of our last Report, 30th ultimo. Of Long Kills the reported transactions do not foot up 500 
nett for V. and U.U. Jmitation Russian Cloths have been taken to extent of 150 pieces at Tis, 25 per piece 
', Spanish Stripes, Scarlet, at ‘Ils, 0.584 per yard have found a buyer. Further, 2,000 pieces of long held Frain Lustres, 
been aetiled at Tis, 200 per pigee Jn Camlets, Lastings, Orapes and Figure, nothing se een dono privately. AL Toast no aa 
ed, and the auction records of the firat two shew a serious decline on the quotations of this day fortnight, 
o B6uh ultimo have been recived from Tuststx, Up to that date there bad been neither anow nor ran, and busivess bad 
somplete stand still for weeks previously. About an inch of snow had fallen in Suanss. 
‘The Entries of lat year having now boen doclared by the Custom House, we ate enabled to give Tiporte and Gxports—totale—for 
1877, ‘The table appears on page 174, 








[rete | mn, 








Green, | Orange, | 







































0.P.R. 
Retail prices 127.6 | 1285 | 1040 | 11.7.5 10.6.5 | 10.7.5 
Long ‘ 64.0 | 630) 660} 600 : | 64.0 | 580 
Spanish Stripes, , 046 | 0.503] 054 | 0.47 /0.62] 048 | 0.6.0 | 0.5.0 
Youn-Fona, Searlet. |Dk, Blue,| Gentian. | Green. | Orange, |Asb. | White! Purple. | Black. |Brown|Mauve.| Lt. Gt. 
Auotion Slat ulto, —|—__——| I 
Camlets 8.8.G. p. poo. ¥ 12.50/52) |11.774/75 {12.10/15 [10.58 {11.80 1.60 jrnesjsr3 | 600 
anit Salbe, pes...| 270 me 130 30 30 10 30 
Sp.Stripes'T.T.B.p.yd.¥, 0.572 [0.53 | 0.51) | 0.533 | 0.49 252 
ales, pos... 108 By 84 6 6 








‘Kix-Mrva, 6th instant. 
Camlets C.P.H. p. pes. 3] 2.99/02 


12.75 
Sales, pe: 40 


ratyna| 400 
136 


























Lastioge, Lion p. "pow. jn0.724 60 
Sales, pe | 20 
1» Elephant p. pes. 3] 0 
sp. Stripes, OB Ry e049. 0.606 | 120 
Stripes, O.P.H. p.y. 80. 50 
PPO galon, poten 36 36 
Youy-Foxo, 7th inst. 
Camlete 8.8.6. p. pes. 12.20/174 [10.55 11.75/77 co | 600 
«Sales, p 130 30 30 
Long Elis @.G. p'pee. | 5.50 200 
Sales, op ‘<I ° EA 10 
Sp. Stripes T.'.B, p. ya 
Pee Biles 42 








Fuu-SiNa, 11th instant. 
Canalets O.H.P. p. pee. |12.724/70 
nf 100 














1.75 + {t1.gop 210 
10 2 eo" 
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“Kiw-Mivo, 12th inst, 
Camlets C.P. ile ‘Mi2.67478. 2.614716 12.994/86 j10.40 









o.e7y/65. 1080/77} 
40 40 

6.41 | 5.824 
40 20 








Fed DB pepee T2249 12.95 fizssjarg| 0.95 [r.sox/e0 

Camiete'H-D.B.p. pee. 12. . . 

ae gale, po 120 50 40 | 10 20 

Long Elle ,, p. poo. 3 6.60/6.61 6.16/6.25| 5.00 | 6.48/6.50) 5.89 
160+” 80 20 40° | 20 


‘Sales, pes... 
8, Stripes H.H. p. yd. ¥| 0.584/534 0.58) | 0.59/88.1! asiysaa| 0.51 57/55) 
Sali ajo 66 | 18 6 | 12 








Avoriox Satus ox Cortox Goops— 
“Kin Ming.”—6th instant— 
Gaur Susnrixos—8}-Ibs., 1,750 pieces, at Tis, 1.37 for Green Lion, Tis, 1.414 for Blue Lion, Tis, 1.543 a 1.544 for Red Lion, 
Tis, 1.70 for Red Kam. T-Crorms—7-lbs. Rising Sun, 250 pieces, at Tis. 1.27 per piece. Jzans—S-lbs. Green Peacock, 250 
Pieces, at Tle, 1.25} per piece. 
12th inetant— 
‘Guey Surnrsxos—8}-1bs., 5,100 pieces, at Tle. 1.95 for Green Lion, Tle. 1.402 a 1.40 for Blue Lion, Te. 1.52% « 1.82% for Red Lion, 
1.10 for Red Ram, and (with all Fauits), Blue Lion, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.38 per piece. Jzaxx—B-lbe, Green Peacock 250 
pieces, at Tis, 1.264 per piece. ‘T-Crorus—7-Ibs., 500 pieces, at Tle. 1.26 for ited Zagle, Tis. 1.264 for Rising Sun, 
« Fuh Sing.”—Lth instant— 
Gnev Surrmos—9-lbs, Dewhuret’s Eagle, 250 pieces, at Tis. 1.92} a 1.93} per piece.” Warre Sarxrixas—Flag Chop, 64-reed, 600 
jeces, at ‘Ti, 1.334 a 1.34 per piece, and Red Pheasant 58-reed, 250 pieces, at Tie, 1.30 a 1,30) per piece. HaNDeanouIENS— 
inch, 2,000 dozens, at TI. 0.424 per dozen. 


















“ Van Loo 
‘TCrorms—Double Cash, 1,900 pieces, at Tie, 1.898 for Glbs., Ths, 1.094 for 7-bs, Viuvers—22inch Lie Woman, 160 pie 
‘Tl, 0.14.64 per yard. 
Miscrtiavzovs— 
Grey Surrtivos—8t-lbs, (with all Faults), Dutch make, 4,656 pieces, at Tis. 1.29 a 1.36 for Cock, and Tis. 1.45} a 1. Ab} for Rom, 





at 






































































































‘io L471 a 1404 for Ooek,| Toner Mio Castanics Fisherman, 1140 pices, a Ts, 1503 a 1.528 fr 2b, Tle 1.89 for 2: Ib 
‘Tie. 1.674 a 1.664 for 22-ibs,, Vis. 1.758 for B-lbs. ; Green Joss 2.11-lba., 150 pieces, piece, aud Sun and Bull Head 
{Ents} $50 piecen, at Tle, ON} @ 1SVE pee pices for sundry. weighte’snd" (with all 300 pieces, at Ts, 1.35 a 
1156 per piece. 'T:'Rap T-Croras-—(with all Faulte, 250 pieces, at Tis. 2.70 a 8.00 for 24 yards, Tis, 6.00 for 48 yards, 
‘QUOTATIONS—Dory Par. Dorr.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Par. Dory. 
mie] Tla.m, & 
y Veuvets—Black, 22 i Por pot. 
Vevereexs—Black, a] 
: Bok Dasuse 7 808 0.0.34 per 80 yas. 
s rari, 0.11 
yde. 37. rons } 0.0.64 per poe. 
Moszins, 12 yds. 42in.nom.,, 0.6.0 0.0.34 4, 
0.0.8 per pee. | Yaux—Gorrox—Nos. 28a 3% 65.0.0 0.7.0" per pel. 
@, &. Write Sarrrin Camiute, English, SS nom.,, 11.0.0 . 
40 yda. 36 in. 66 R. nom: Ay 1.3.5 GG 11.7.0 . 
Soreed 4 0%, 1.40 1:30 0.0.5 
13.5 5, 165 19.0.0 
1.7.0 4, 1.8.5 Mepivm & Bkvan Crorus ¥ 4.0.7.0 | 
0,, 2.2.0 J ‘Sranien Sraives 0.4.8 0.1.2 g 
2.0 5, 2.6.0 ” ” 0.5.45, mt | 
Darts, Am. 40; da0in 1b," 2°7.0 5, 28.0 ” 0.5.3 2 
agliah, | Ada Wlbe177s 210|( 919 Lowa Bus” 2 
jo, Fine to Finest ,, 0 5 2.4.0 peek ais. p06. = 
Dutob, 13 a 14}-Ibs, 1.05, 21.5 6. re 
Seana, Dh. Beet 30y4. Abin Shiba, 0 5, 21.0 6. sd 
ny BO BUlbe 5, 1.85 0.0.74 6 ? 
American ;, |, 5 225 6 0.0.44 |S 
pera 6. S 
Amr., 40gds. 364¢38in, 151b8. ...2.7.0 ,, 2.9.0 ly 
Eng. 5), 2.1.0 { 008 & 
0.8.2 ,,0.8.74 #pe.8.0,01011.0.0 
0.9.05, 1.00]( oo, GnareLisrnion doydecom 370, B00 |¢ 005 
isn izel} Sears Toe Cee Ty 
.¢ 1.5. 'LaIN—Do. lack » » 3.0.0 ,, 3.9.0 
7 E33), 1651) goog Onrzans—Fig.,30 yds, 7” 1 0.2.0 per pee, 
Bottor kinds and XX }, 1.7.0, 1.9.0 1.0.8 oy ‘Special Colors & Patterns ,, 
HaNoxenonrers— 
Blue 28 @ 31 in.... ¥de.0.4.0 ,, 0.5.4 Metals and. Sundries, 
040" o42|t QuIOKSILVER ..... nom. yr pol.63.0.0 5, sn. | 2.0.0 per poh 
0.1.7.0 5, 1.8.0 Tix Puates—14'x 10,,,prbor, Sales 5, 40.01) 949 
2.0.0 2.3.0 Small o 0.0 5, -. ats e 
17.0 {) 1.9.0 Inox Wint—No. il...prpsl. 4.1.0 5, 
25.01, 27.0 oy 4205,440/f 025 
Damasxs, Dyed, 40 yd 3.6.0 5.0 17/23... 5.2.5 ,, 5.5.0 
Gatun Suimiixes 2005, 245 Smarts Tix, Fong Hing. }, 15.8.0 5,16.0.0 
xTz—Amsorted ..nom. 5, 1.2.05, 140 Fok Chok. 5, 15.4.0 5, 125, 
Blue m2 5, C171 ogy Commonchops. 5, 12.0.0 5,16.0.0 
LL} LUT ” see 
140 1.6.5 : * 
140 2.2.0 
3.6.0 2.0 0.0.7 per 30 yds. 060 4, 
i: 
z $ 01% 4, 
0.1.5 per pee. pr ton.16.5.0 1,26 wea ” 
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‘QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam. Dor.* QUOTATIONS—Duzy Pam. Dor.* 
Dime. Tme| Time Dome. Tme.| Tle. m.e. 
Nanzop In «— Rarmass—Common wie po 28.00 320 
h Goodtofine... "3.6.0, 40.0|$ 0.1.5 per pol. 
{ suru ob 5.0.0}, 5.5.0 
saraxr Wooo 
f O12 perp B pieoes tothepledl. ,, 28.040 3.0.01) 919 
i 1804, 240/) O40» 
J 3.4.0 5, 3.5.0 
a8 oa. 9.0.0 4,10.00/' 040 4, 
Common Brands 0. 5.0.5 ~~ * 16.5.0 18.0.0 
Corrox, Common, 10.00 (10.5.0 Manonove Bark. » 0805, 13.01) go5 
Medium 1.00771200|$ 035 ,, ‘Fur Sroxes.. SQ ales: 5 0.8 
New B ") av4o }1180 
Svoan— Coars,Cardiff(toarrive)t ,, 7.5.0 », nom. 
White,Swatow,No.l 5, 60.0,, 65.0] 0.20 ,, “American 8.2.5 jv. 
2) 520%, 560 Sydney (Baill) 73.5 y Fi 
3 4.8.0 ,, 520 0.1.2 » lewcastle, w.: 6.2.5 ,, Sales 0.5 to 
Canton, yy 1 54.05, 5801) ooo 6.0.0 ;, nom, |t 9-0-5 per ton. 
2 4£6.0,, 5.0.0 Pes 4 5. 
3 3.8.0 ,, 42.6 O12 ” 3. 2 
Brown, Swatow, 30.0;,340/ 020 |, ry 
Common |, 240, 280 2, 
te CaDtO eevee 280), 320|¢ 019 ,, 
” », Common 2.0.0,, 240 
Parret—Black 580 036, 
White 12.0.0 ,, .0 0.5.0 oo 
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KEROSENE O1L.—Doroc’s.—The market is somewhat firmer than it was when Inst reported on. ‘There bas be 
‘arrival at ls. 2.105 for cargo to arrive shortly at Tis, 2.35 ; and for godown stocks Tis. 2.55 @ 2.60 per cate hi 


METALS.—Owing to the holidays thero have been few buyers about, and the market generally has shewn signs of weakness, Quotations 
for all, however, with the exception of Nail-Lod Iron, the better brands of which are about 5 cands, lower, remain as last given, and. 
Quickeivver may Ye nominally quoted better. 


BAW COTTON. 
COALS,—Thero is very little doing, and quotations are unchanged. 


FR EIGHTS.—The rate for London is £2 ba. per 40 cubic feet for Ten and general cargo, by steamer, and £2 per 50 ouble fest for 
‘There is some demand for vestels to Nagasaki aud Foochow, back to ‘The market for the Nortern Porta is not yet opened. 


EXCHANGE.—Bu: ing scalo at rather 
‘a considerable decli 




















ess since the holidays has been on a very tril rates for Sterling, On India, there has been 





NOON. 
CLOSING RATES OF EXCHANGE. PRICES OF BULLION, 
Ox Loxpow,—Bank Drafts, T TI, |} Lerensst por annum on first-class securities 8 %.—Nom, 
iicalen ‘ wy |{ Blxxican Doutans.—73 Tle, per 100 Dollars, 
Pees Canouvs Downe O42 1 attay alt 
Credits, at 6 m/s. .. ‘EkING GoLD Bars.. ‘ouch, 180.00 Tacls, Shanghai Cx 
Bills with Documents, 6m) Bar of Te, 9.7.2 Chac-ping weight) ee er 
Ox Pants.—Banks at 6 movtl Harxwax Srote—I114.0 Teele Sbanglat Currency per 100 Teele 


Credits, at 6 month’ sight . Haikwan weigh 
Bills with Documents, 6 m/s. Caxtox Sycee.—109.5 Vaels Shanghai Currency per 100 Taels 
Dettervese, Shanghai Currency per 
























‘Ow Caxcorra.—Bank Bills, demand ‘Canton weinht (nominal, 













































Ox Bosmay— yy Re 905.0908 4, | Ban Suan 908 Touch or 17) 
Ox Hoxoxoxe.—Bank Billa, demand 27 per cent, dise. 100 Tuels, Canton weight, 111.2.6. 
Private Bills, at 15 days’ sight, 273 per cont. disc, {} Corrsn Casut.—1,380 per Ta 
Deuivertes. 5 Ticsonss 
| Totals of al Goad seared at Customs ‘Totals of all Cargoes entered at Customs. # 
Goons. 
1877. 1876. 1875. 1877. 1876. 1875, 
Grey Shirtings Pes, 4,876.000 | 4,554,000 | 4,922,517 | 5,234,716 | 4,280,047 
Telothe 2,764,000 | 9,405,000 | 2,694,020 | 2690,938 | 2,790,274 
612,400 619,000 681.833 626,199 656,571 
1,301,000 742,000 1,002,742 1,172,967 716,391 
326,000 346,600 384,259 247,596 496,906 
149,000 90,800 372,089 115,320 152,933 
Dyed Shirting 37,000 42,000 21,302 1.50 72,938 
* Brocades and Spotted Shirtings, White ,, 7 x , 24,720 
Dye tee ert at moe | feet | eg | Sie 
Damasks, Dyed ” +19, , 5 
Chintzes’ «2. i 180,000 155,112 112,670 159,921 
Parkey Red Shirtings * 94,000 111,238 107,965 111,709 
Velvel S 54,000 67,970 449,878 55,010 
Velveteon : 14,000 15,350 12,373 22,763 
Hiandkerchi 2. 211,000 562,855, 195,081 181,702 
Musi Pes. 40,000 33,089 62,123 34,499 
Dimitics 14,500 15,549 7,539 9,380 
Spa ce 54,300 $50,160 60,627 49,929 
‘Medium and Broad Giotie 31,000 136,153 44,758 35,841 
Camlets a 85,000 195,317 71,648 $3,616 
Long Ells is 93,700 101,320 90,952 92.676 
Tastings : 45,900 63,100 38,329 45,783 
Grape Lasti Hs 11,900 6,170 1,898 5,109 
Tantree, P ¢ 23,000 11,697 20,243 42,687 
ear eigared 2 177,300 165,472 92,050 84,497 
St. Ope Ke 13,300 29,000 13121 3,563 19,263 




















© Compiled from Tax Customs Dany Rervays. 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the fortnight ending 11th Feb., 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 18 to 23, both Nos. inclusive. 








Goons, 


Grey 3} 
T-Glothe 
White Shirtings 
Drills, English 
Do. 


EBuglish 
Do," American 
Shootings, English 
Do, American 
Dyod Shirtings 
Brooados & Sp. Stings, 











Re-Expors anp raxre Dustivation, 
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3 
5 
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Hongkoo 
| erm 
io, 


Yokohama, 





























3,750 
2,160 





“Tso 

















at 





ANE BASED On 





























Dauivanras, Iuzonrs. pig Hell 
Herons, Date Lor Jax. 1878, 
For Year 
the iat Jay, the an. Agaion 

Fetal, [Pyne] worl. am; sth Feb, 1877, 
fay Sieiogs 20,020 | 124,489 23,050 30,080 | 1,875,700 | ~ 1,011,500 
P.Clot! 8,910 51.490 37,725 42,295 | ‘913,200 | "610,900 
at 4 24,426 iz ay 125,000 

8 Li 14,550 5. 
1353) sim| af] 831) eae 

2 5,170 ; 
580) ee ps 15,000 56,600 

420 9,200 5 
900 84,300 500 
1,550 2,300 
144 7,200 
1,700 1,800 
160 1,200 
2,440 25,500 
| 2.687 57,700 
5,435 3,400 
‘324 1,900 
12,219 8,400 
41,900 
11,900 
4,700 
14,200 
6,000 
4,300 
3,800 
2 

6,500 
13,800 
2,800 














3,075 


























* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Mikado, Belle Moree, Sindh, Cyphrenes, Mongolia, Galatea, Stentor, Glenorchy, Indus, Nestor, 


Yanglsze, Agnes Muir, Ava, Teucer, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports. 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


176 The H.-C. Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette, Fes. 14, 1878. 


COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
Fesrvary 14, 1878. 











3 13th, British steamer 





Anniva1s.—(Not reported above)—February 8th, German barque Afarie Louise, from Singapo 
Teucer, from Liverpool, and British barque Thomas Brown, from Sydney, 


Daranrores.—(Not reported above)—February 9th, British steamer Stentor, for London ; 12th, British barque 
Ocean Chief, for New York, 











‘Thé French mail steamer Yang-tsé takes 250 bales of Sux, 
to Bank, 5s, 54d. 










Excuaxot.—On London, Telegraphic Tranafers, 5s. 4d. Bank Bills, 6 months’ aight, 5s. 53d. First-class Cres 

as. Bi, Private and Documentary, 5¢. 53d. a 5s. Sid. On Paris, Bank, 6.80; Private, 6.87. On India—Bomb k, Rs, 306 @ 307. 

Calcutts Bank, Re. 306 307. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 27} per cent, diect. Private, 15 days’ sight, 27]. Bullion, 

- Gold Bars, Pel , Shanghai Tis. 180.00 per bar of 10 Tis, Shanghai weight. Bar Silver, Shanghai Tle. 111.20 per 100 Tls, Oanton weight, 
Mexican dollars, Shanghai Tis. 72,925 per 100. Copper Casb, 1,400 per tael. 














SHARES. 
Smaxomas, M4th February, 1878, 

H, &S, Bank—A large numbee of shares havo beon sold, chiefly to Hongkong buyers at 60 % premium, and exchange 72. Yesterday 
the market was , but telegrams received this morning have tended to check business, 

S. 8, NV, Co,—Shares ave changed hands at $26, at which they are in demau: 

China Const 8. N, Co.—A lot was placed at 85.85, nud sales were afterwards made at '¥84, 

Pootung Duck Co.—Several lots have been sold xt $85. ‘The market is now quiet, 

Compa; du @az.—At a meeting of shareholders held on the 9th instaut, the accounts for the year 1877 were 
‘The profits during that term were ¥8,877.82, which were divided as follows :— Dividends to shareholders amout 
cout., £5,500 ; to ve fuud, 2,344 45 U forward, £1,093.37. reserve faud now amouats to $4,515.76. 

North-China Insurance Co., 1875-7 eeu sold at $350, for cash, and also for the 28th current, at the same rate. 

In other Murine Insurance Shares there is no change to report. 
















rosonted and passed. 
for the year, to 11 por 






























Posirios rer Last Rerort, | Lasr Divipexy, &o, | Case Quorarions, 
SHARES, No. | Value. |Paid up. = 
At Workin [When pd, ‘ 
Roserve. |*Account | Date. pot Closing. 
Bank. 


‘Hongkong & Shanghai Banking] 
Corporation 7 


40,000 | $125 | $125 | $650,000.00, $14,027.45/30 June77| “£1 [22A0g.77| 60% prem, 


mioo| 25 130 Dec. 76){ “en epic 190k. 77) 264 


100 } 100 | 262,522.10) 241,153.6030Dec. 76) %24% | 7Jan.76) 84 





[31 Dec.77) 2% |18Jan. 78) 215 
5% [2iJan. 78) 85 





Shanghai Dock 0 


440 | 3500} 2500 | 39,100.00) 
Pootung Dock Go. . 


950] 3100} 2100 








41500] 100 100 | 6,523.81) 388,917.74) 


HA [23 Jan, 78] 143 
#100 | 2100 | £4,515.76) 1,033.37) <i 


AL Feb, 78] 142 





Compagnie du Gaz 
__ Insurance ( Marine.) 






















“China Traders’ Insurance Co., 
imited | $85,073.06)90 Apl. 77] 12% {82 July 77] 3,300 
i + 1875/77) 549,980.44130 June77| {Natur ofpeidl 2 Jan, 78| ‘350 
1878, — 950 
of Canton 119,005.38|31 Dec. 76) 1,200 








1,200 


#350 240,000.00, 
1,500 


{30 Sep. 76) 260 pr ahare|15 Jan. 78) 620 
‘$200 | $62,507.60) 6% 


'$60,969.24'30 Dee. 76} Jan. 78) 260 nominal, 











Sararunee (Fer) 
‘Hongkong Fire {n. Cq,, Limited} 2,000 $200 | $564,202.00) $244, 445.0730 Dec. 76,4$47.50 p.ah,|20 Feb. 77] 700 
China Fire In. Co., Limited ...] 4,000 $100 | $339,787.30} $96,304.86)30 Dec. 76, +12% [30Dec. 76) 185 





Miscellaneous. 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...) 2,150} 100 | 7100 




















21,878.61|30 Deo. 76) 4% [15 Aug.77| 116 









































Shanghai Tug Boat Associntion| 900 | 3100 | 100 110 
LOANS. Amount of Loan, | Nominal Davencen| Rate of Interest,| When Payable, Closing. 
Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Isaue 1872) 28,700.00 zi | 8x 30th April & 31st Oot. | 10¢ Nominal, 
Do. 1873, 21,000.00 100.00 a 30th June & Slat Dee. | 100 y, 
Do. 1875, 42,800.00 100.00 | Hy 30th June & Slat Dec. | 105 |, 
Lycoum Thoatre Ordinary Debentures... 17,000.00 © 25.00 . 30th Jane, 5 
‘Do. Preferaiice do, B 8,362.50 E 37.50 sy Bist Dec. 25 
Chinese Imperial Goverument Loan 1874 £ 627,615 £ 100 8g 30tb Jane & 3st Dee. | £1014 |, 
‘Do. do, isyil__£1,605,276 £100 8% Doth Feb. & alee Aug. | £102 
* For half-ys + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 








Wrarmer.—We have had a second, though somewhat milder edition of the disagreosble weather which prevailed during the early 

art of last month, and which it had been hoped we had worked through. The weather became bitterly cold again on Tuesday, and during 

Weaneaday night our thermometer marked 12° of frost. Friday, snow began to fall shortly before noon, and continued til a late hour, 

‘threatening at one time to lie thickly. It ceased however towards miduight, and that which had already fallen began to tura to slush under 

‘he influence of a milder temperature. Heavy rain fell on Saturday and Sunday.—The wind worked round to the north-west on Monday, 

nd cleared the sky, bringing on a return of the bright crisp weather we usually look for as characteristic of a Shanghai winter. But last 
ight, there was another fall of snow, and the eky is atill overcast. ‘The thermometer has ranged from 23 to 43, 
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